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LESSON XLIIIL

St. Mart. XXI. 1246 ; ST. MaRK XI. 15-33; XII. 1-12;
Str. Luge XIX. 45-48; XX. 1-19

137%. When our Lord reached Jerusalem, whither did
He go, and what did He do ?

He went into the Temple, and cast out all them that
sold'and bought, and overthrew the tables of the money-
changers, and the seats of them that sold doves.

1378. What did He say to them ?

“Tt is written, My house shall be called the house of
prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves.” Prob-
ably because they had been unfair in their dealings.

1379. This was the second cleansing of the Temple.
When had our Lord performed a similar act?

Three years before, at the beginning of His ministry.

1380. How does the second cleansing differ from the
Jirst?

In the first case we are told that Jesus made a scourge,
and with it drove out the cattle and money-changers,
saying, ¢“Make not my Father’s house a house of mer-
chandise.” In the second case He tells them they have
made His house a den of thieves.

1381. In the second cleansing, what does St. Mark
alone tell us?

That our Lord ¢“would not suffer that any man
should carry any vessel through the temple.” That
is, He would not allow any one carrying a pail or basket
to desecrate the Temple courts by crossing them, as
though they were public streets.

1382. What did our Lord do after He had cleansed
the Temple this second time?
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He healed the lame and blind who came to Him in
the Temple. ’

1383. How did the children greet our Lord ?

They sang “ Hosanna to the Son of David.” Chil-
dren were taught at an early age to join in the Temple
services. They sang the familiar words, without really
knowing what they meant.

1384. How were the chief priests and scribes affected
by the wonderful things Jesus did, and by the greetings
of the children.?

They were sore displeased, and said to Jesus,
¢ Hearest thou what these say?” And He said to them,
“Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes
and sucklings thou hast perfeeted praise ?

1385. It now being evening, whither did our Lord go ?

He returned with His disciples to Bethany to spend
the night.

1386. The next morning (Tuesday), as they were on
their way again o Jerusalem, what did St. Peter say ?

As they again passed the fig-tree, “dried np from
the roots,” St. Peter said, ¢ Master, behold, the fig-tree
which thou cursedst is withered away.”

1387. What lesson did our Lord then teach His dis-
ciples ?

A lesson of faith. What He had done, they might
do also, if they had the true faith in God.

1388. As our Lord was teaching in the Temple that
day, who came to Him, and what was their question ?

The chief priests and scribes came and said to Him,
“ By what authority doest thou these things ? and who
gave thee this authority ?”

1389. What was our Lord’s reply ?

«I also will ask you one thing, whieh if ye tell me,
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T in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these
things. The baptism of John, whence was it ? from
heaven, or of men ?”

1390. Jokn had testified of Christ, and all men had
believed lhim to be a prophet; what were the difficulties
of the priests and scribes in answering Christ’s ques-
tions?

If they said he was from heaven, it was equal to
acknowledging Jesus as Christ ; if they said he was of
men, or %ot a prophet, the people would stone them.

1391. What then was their answer, and what did
Jesus say to them ?

They said to Jesus, “ We cannot tell.” And He said
unto them, ¢« Neither tell I you by what authority I do
these things.”

1392. Our Lord then uittered three parables of warn-
ing ; what was the story of the first, the Two Sons?

¢ A certain man had two sons ; and he came to the
first, and said, Son, go work to-day in my vineyard. He
answered and said, I will not: but afterward he re-
pented, and went. And he came to the second, and said
likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and
went not.”

1393. What question did Jesus ask them when He
had finished this parable ?

Which of the two did the will of his father. And
they answered, ¢ The first.” And Jesus told the Phari-
sees that publicans and sinners would go into the king-
dom before them.

1894. By this did He mean that every sinner should
go before every Pharisee?

No ; He meant that there is more hope for a sinner
who repents and forsakes his sing, than for one who
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pretends to be good, but whose goodness is only pre-
tence.

1895. The second parable of warning was that of the
Wicked Husbandmen. How does the story begin ?

“There was a certain householder, which planted a
vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a
winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to hus-
bandmen, and went into a far country.”

1396. When the harvest time came, what did the
owner of the vineyard do?

He sent his servants to the husbandmen to receive ]llS
portion of the fruits. It was the custom then for a
tenant to pay to the owner of the land a portion of the
produce.

1397. How were his servants received ?

The husbandmen took them, and beat one, killed
another, and stoned a third.

1398. What did the owner then do?

He sent other servants, and they were treated in like
manner.

1399. Last of all, whom did the owner send?

His only son, saying, ¢ They will reverence my son.”
But when the husbandmen saw him, they said among
themselves, ¢ This is the heir ; come, let us kill him, and
let us seize on his inheritance.” And so they took him
and killed him.

1400. What question did our Lord then ask of the
people who were eagerly listening to this story?

“When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh,
what will he do unto those husbandmen ?” And they
answered, “He will miserably destroy those wicked
men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husband-
men, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons.”
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1401. In this parable whom did our Lord mean by
the householder ?

God.

1402. What by the vineyard ?

The kingdom of God on earth, which He had given
to the Jews, as His chosen people.

1403. Whom by the husbandmen ?

The Jews.

1404. Whom by the servants ?

The messengers or prophets of God, sent to the Jews,
and by them outrageously treated.

1405. Who ts meant by the son of the owner ?

Jesus Christ, sent of God as a last appeal to an un-
faithful nation. '

1406. What vs meant by the coming of the lord of the
vineyard ?

God’s coming in the destruction of Jerusalem, when
the nation was destroyed and the kingdom of God taken
from the Jews who had abused it, and given to the
Christians in all lands.

1407. When the chief priests and Pharisees heard His
parables, what did they ol last understand ?

That He was speaking of them. ¢ But when they
sought to lay hands on him, they feared the multitude,
because they took him for a prophet.”

LESSON XLIV.

St. Marr. XXII. 1-22 ; St. Mark XII. 13-17; St. Luke
© XX, 20-26

1408. The third parable which our Lord wuttered at
that time is that of the Marriage of the King's Son.
What is the story ?
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“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king,
which made a marriage for his son, and sent forth his
servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding :
and they would not come.”

1409. It was customary in the East to summon the
guests, when the feast was ready, even though they had
been invited before. What did the king do next ?

He sent forth other servants, saying, ¢Tell them
which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner ;
my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are
ready : come unto the marriage.”

1410. What was the result ?

Some made light of it, and went their ways, one to
his farm, another to his merchandise : others took the
servants, treated them spitefully, and slew them.

1411. When the king heard of this tnsult, what did
he do ?

He was very angry, and sent forth his armies, and
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.

1412. What did he then say to his servants ?

““The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden
were not worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways,
and ag many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage.”

1413. What did they do ?

They went out and gathered together as many as
they could find, both bad and good ; and the wedding
was furnished with guests. y

1414. When the king came in fo see the guests, what
did he notice ?

He saw there a man which had not on a wedding
garment ; and he said to him, ¢“Friend, how camest
thou in hither, not having a wedding garment? And
he was speechless.”
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1415. Some think that this wedding garment was a
festive robe provided for the guests by the king him-
self.  Therefore, when the king found that the man
had no excuse for not being properly dressed, what did
he do?

He ordered the servants to bind him hand and foot,
and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness.

1416. In the parable, who is meant by the king ?

God.

1417. What is meant by the feast ?

The blessings and privileges of God’s kingdom,
which He offered to the Jews.

1418. Who are the guests ?

The Jews.

1419. Who arcthe servants sent to summon the guests?

The first servants are John the Baptist and Christ’s
disciples ; the second, the earliest Christian missionaries,
St. Paul, Silas, Barnabas, and others ; some of whom
suffered martyrdom.

1420. What does the story mean by saying that the
king sent his armies and destroyed the murderers and
their city ?

It refers to Titus and the Roman armies as God’s
instruments for punishing the Jews, by destroying®
their city.

1421, When the bidden guests, who were the Jews,
would not come to the feast, the king invited every one ;
what does this mean?

That God’s blessing is offered to all, xich or poor,
good or bad, who will accept it.

1422. Who are meant by the guest who had not on a
wedding garment, and what lesson is taught by the fact
that the king saw him?



A LIFE OF CHRIST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 201

Those who are not clothed in faith and righteousness.
It teaches that God sees each individual one, no matter
how poor and insignificant, and if he is not clothed in
a wedding garment of faith and righteousness, he can-
not remain in His presence.

1423. How does this parable which St. Matthew
gives, differ from that of the Great Supper given by
St. Luke? I

They were uttered on very different occasions; this
one in the Temple, and the other long before, at the
table of a Pharisee. In this the feast was a wedding,
and the servants sent to summon the guests were killed.
Also, in this parable only is mentioned the guest who
had not on the wedding garment.

1424, Thus far Christ’s enemies had failed to bring
Him to trial by discrediting Iis religious teaching.
What did they do next?

They took counsel how they might “entangle Him
in His talk ;” that is, ensnare Him into making some
statement for which they might deliver Him up to the
Roman authorities on a charge of treason.

1425. What was their plan ?

To send three different parties to Iim with tleach-
erous questions which might entrap Him.

1426. Who then came to our Lord on this memorable
Tuesday of Passion Week, while, having finished the
three parables of warning, He was still in the Temple?

Certain of the Pharisces, together with some Hero-
dians.

1427. What question did these treacherous spies ask
of Jesus ?

They began by talking to IIim as a teacher whom
they trusted. They told Him they knew He was true,
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and taught God’s truth ; that He would not be influ-
enced by wealth or power. They then said to Him,
“What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute
unto Cesar, or not?”

1428. Why was this a treacherous question ?

It was so crafty that it seemed impossible for our
Lord to escape, for if He answered, “It is lawful,” the
Pharisees hoped to kill His popularity with the people,
who hated Cwesar. If He answered, «It is not lawful,”
the Herodians could then give Him up as a traitor to
the Roman governor.

1429. Our Lord knew that the question was a sly one,
meant only to entrap Him. The hypocritical flattery of
the spies did not deceive Him for a moment. What was
His answer ?

“Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Bring me a
penny that I may see it.”

1430. What was this penny or “‘ denarius™?

It was a small Roman coin of silver ; on it was the
head of Tiberius Ceesar; its value was nearly seven-
teen cents. It was not aceepted in the Temple, but
was exchanged by the money-changers for Jewish coin.

1431. When the coin was brought to Jesus, what did
He ask ?

“Whose is this image and superseription ?” And
they answered ¢ Cewesar’s.”” And Jesus said, ¢ Render
therefore unto Ceesar the things which are Ceasar’s, and
unto God the things that are God’s.”

1432. What did He mean by this?

That they were to give Cwmsar what was due to him ;
the coin bearing his image belonged to him. But the
soul whieh bears the image of God belongs to Him,
and should be given back to Him.
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1433. Thus did our Lord escape their censure. How
did the wonderful wisdom of His answer affect the
Pharisees ?

“They marvelled, and left him, and went their way.”

LESSON XLV.

St. MaTT. XXII, 23-46 ; XXIII. 1-39 ; ST. MARK XII. 18-44;
St. Luge XX. 27-47 ; XXI. 14

1434. Thus did our Lord dispose of the Pharisees
and Herodians, the first party sent to ensnare Him.
Next came the Sadducees, the exclusive, dignified Saddu-
cees, who denied the resurrection of the body. What did
they say to our Lord ?

¢ Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no chil-
dren, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed
unto his brother.” They then stated a case where there
were seven brothers : the first married a wife, and died
without children ; and the second married her, and died
childless ; and likewise all the seven. And last of all
the woman died also.

1435. What question did they then ask Him ?

“In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise,
whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had
ber to wife.” ]

1436. What was Jesus’ answer ?

“Ye do err, not knowing the seriptures, nor the
power of God. For in the resurrection they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels
of God in heaven.”

1437. What else did He say?

“Have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the
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bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ?
He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the
living : ye therefore do greatly err.”

1438. What does the term *“in the bush” here mean ?

It refers to a section of the Exodus (chap. iii.)
which the Israelites called the ¢ Bush.” They divided
the books of the Old Testament into sections, giving to
each a name ; one was called the ‘“Bow,” another the
¢¢ Chariot,” ete.

1439. How would these words teach the Sadducees that
they ““ erred” in thinking there was no resurrection of
the body after death ?

As God is God of the living only, Ile would not
have told Moses that He was God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, if, after their death, they had not continued
to live on in the other world.

1440. How were the Sadducees affected by His words?

They dared not ask Him any more questions.

1441, The third party sent by the Sanhedrin to en-
snare our Lord were the scribes ; what did one of them,
a lawyer, ask Him?

¢ Master, which is the great commandment in the
law 2”7

1442. This was a question of much dispute among
the Jews, who made jfoolish distinctions between the ten
commandments. How did Christ reply to the lawyer ?

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.”
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1443. Why do these two commandments embrace in
themselves all that God requires of us?

Because if we truly love Him, we will not do any-
thing to displease Him ; and if we love man, we will
treat him as we ought.

1444. The scribe seems to have been impressed with
the wisdom of Christ’s words; how did he answer
Him ?

“Well, master, thou hast said the truth: for there
is one God ; and there is none other but he : and to love
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding,
and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to
love his neighbor as himself, is more than all whole
burnt offerings and saerifices.”

1445. When Jesus saw that he answered so wisely,
He was pleased. What did He say ?

“Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.”

1446. Our Lord, having silenced His enemies the
Pharisees, now in turn asked them two questions ; what
was the first ?

“What think ye of Christ? whose son is he?”
They answered, ¢ The son of David.”

1447. What did Christ then ask?

“How then doth David in spirit call him Lord ?”
“If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?*

1448. What did He mean by these words ?

That if He were merely one of David’s descendants,
David would not have spoken of Him in the book of
Psalms (ex. 1) in such terms of reverence. He called
Him “ Lord,” because He knew that Christ was the
Messiah, and therefore divine.

1449. How was Christ’s question recetved ?

No man was able to answer Him a word, and from

-+
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that time no attempt was ever made to ensnare Him
by questions.

1450. What class of people heard Him gladly ?

The common people.

1451. Whom did our Lord then denounce, and why?

The scribes and Pharisees, for their hypocrisy and
self-esteem.

1452. What did He say they loved ?

The best places at feasts, and the ¢ chief seats” in
the synagogues, and greetings in the markets, and to
be called of men, “Rabbi, Rabbi.”

1453. How many woes did He then pronounce upon
them?

Seven.

1454, What kind of guides or teachers did He call
them ? \

“Ye blind guides! which strain at a gnat, and
swallow a camel.”

1455. How did He compare them to whited sepulchres ?

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites !
for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead
men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.”

1456. With what fouching words did our Lord lament
over Jerusalem ?

“Q Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
and ye would not!”

1457. After our Lord’s parting denunciation of the
scribes and Pharisees, while still in the Temple, what
did He do?

L 3
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He passed down the fifteen steps leading to the Court
of the Women, and seated Himself opposite the thirteen
trumpet-shaped money chests, where the people dropped
their offerings as they came into the Temple.

1458. What did He notice?

He watched the people casting their money into the
boxes. Many that were rich cast in much. And there
came a poor widow who threw in two mites. A mite
was the very smallest copper coin. There was a law
forbidding anything less than two mites being put into
the treasury.

1459. When our Lord saw this act of the wzdow, what
did He say to His disciples?

“Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath
cast more in, than all they which have cast into the
treasury.”

1460. How did He explain tkzs?

He said that she, out of her poverty, gave all that she
had ; whereas, all the others, being rich, would not feel
what they had given, even though the sum were great.
God does not consider the amount, but the generosity,
of a gift.

LESSON XLVL

St. Joun XII, 20-36 ; St. MaTT. XXIV. 1-14 ; ST. MARK
XIII. 1-13; St. Luke XXI. 5-19

1461. As Jesus and His disciples passed on into the
Court of the Gentiles, what occurred ?

Some Greeks, or Gentiles, who, converted to the
Jewish faith, had come to Jerusalem to attend the
Feast of the Passover. They came to Philip, saying,
“Sir, we would see Jesus.”

1462. What did Philip do ?
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He told Andrew, and together they went and told
Jesus.

1463. We do not read that our Lord spoke directly
to these Greeks; they may have followed Philip and
Andrew, and heard Christ’s address to His disciples.
What did He say of Himself?

“The hour is come, that the Son of man should be
glorified.” That is, by His suffering and death.

1464. In what way did Christ compare Himself to a
grain of corn ?

“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth
much fruit.,”

1465. What did He mean by these words ?

A seed, by dying in the earth, sends forth the plant ;
so our Lord, by His death, attained a higher life and
was glorified.

1466. What words did He utter, showing His human
horror at the thought of the awful death He should
suffer ?

“Now is my soul troubled ; and what shall I say ?
Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause
came I unto this hour. Father, glorify thy name.”

1467. Christ felt within Him the conflicting of two
emotions ; the physical fear of death, and the willing-
ness to glorify His Father by dying. How was the
prayer affected by these emotions?

The first part, “Save me from this hour,” showed the
emotion of fear; the second part, His willingness to
die that His'Father’s name might be glorified. '

1468. How was His prayer answered ?

“Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I
have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.”
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1469. What did these words mean ?

“TI have glorified it,” that is, in all God’s works from
the beginning of the world ; ¢ and will glorify it again,”

in the life and death of His Son Jesus Christ.
© 1470, What did the people think who heard this won-
derful voice ?

Some said it thundered ; others said, ¢ An angel spake
to him.”

1471. What did our Lord say ?

“This voice came not beecausc of me, but for your
sakes.” 'That is, that ye might believe.

1472. What were His next words alluding to the
manner of His death ?

“And I, if T be lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto me.” ¢ Lifted up” here means raised on
the cross. ¢ Will draw all men” means men of all
nations and all time.

1473. How did the Jews answer Him ?

“We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth
forever : and how sayest thou, The Son of man must
be lifted up ? Who is this Son of man ?”

1474. They could not understand why Christ should
die, when Iis kingdom should last forever. Our Lord
did not answer their questions ; perhaps He knew that
it would be useless. He added a few solemn words of
warning, His last words uttered in public in the
Great Temple. What were they ?

“While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye
may be the children of light.” By ¢the light” Jesus
probably meant Himself.

1475. As Jesus with IHis disciples left the Temple
courts, and passed down the steps towards the valley of
Kedron, what occurred ?

14
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One of His disciples called Ilis attention to the mag-
nificent Temple ; its buildings, glistening gold and
white marble, its porches, and its immense stones.

1476. What was Jesus’ answer ?

““Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not
be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown
down.”

. 1477, When was this prophecy fulfilled ?

Thirty-six years afterwards, when Titus led his army
against Jerusalem, and the city was utterly destroyed.

1478. What became of the Temple ?

It was destroyed by fire, in spite of the efforts made
to save it by Titus. He had given an order that the
Temple should be saved, but the soldiers set fire to it,
and it was utterly destroyed.

1479. Our Lord and His disciples slowly continued
their way across the valley of Kedron, and began the
ascent of the Mount of Olives. What can yow say of it ?
- It is a four-peaked mountain east of Jerusalem, and
takes its name from the olive trees which grow upon
its sides. It is sometimes called Olivet. The little
town of Bethany lay on its castern slope, and a path
led from it over the mountain to Jerusalem. From its
summit, two hundred feet higher than Jerusalem, a
magnificent view of the city could be had.

1480. On the western slope of the Mount of Olives
they seated themselves, still in sight of the city and its
Temple. Which four of the disciples sat apart with
Jesus?

Peter, James, John, and Andrew.

1481, What three questions did they ask Him ?

““Tell us, when shall these things be? and what
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the
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world ?” The first question referred to the destruction
of Jerusalem ; the Apostles probably thought that
these events would occur about the same time.

1482. How did our Lord answer these questions?

He did not reveal to them the exact time of each
event. : )

1483. What did He warn them against?

TFalse Christs and false prophets, who should come in
His name to deceive them.

1484. To what did He again refer ?

The terrible doom of Jerusalem. The wars, the
suffering, famine, pestilence, and death.

1485. What did He say must first be accomplished
before the end of the world?

“The gospel must first be published among all nations.
And then shall the end come.”

LESSON XLVII.
St. Marr. XXV. 1-30

1486. As no man should know the time of the coming
of the Lord, what did Christ say, urging us to be ever
ready ?

“ Watch, therefore ; for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come ; for in such an hour as ye think not,
the Son of man cometh.” ¢ And what I say unto you,
I say unto all, Watch.”

1487. By what parable did our Lord still further
urge this watchfulness ?

The parable of the Ten Virgins.

1488. How does the story begin ?

¢ Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto
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ten virgins, ‘which took their lamps, and went forth to
meet the bridegroom.” These lamps were the usual
Roman lamps, carried in the hand, or attached to poles ;
or were torches soaked in oil.

1489. Mention some customs of Oriental weddings.

The principal feature was the wedding procession.
The bride, dressed in a white robe, often richly em-
broidered, with a wreath of myrtle on her head, a girdle
about her waist, and a white veil covering her face and
form, waited with her maids for the bridegroom’s
coming.

1490. On kis arrival, what was the order of the
procession? :

The bride, with her maids and friends, joined the
bridegroom with his friends, and they marched through
the streets to their future home. Music and torches
accompanied the procession. Upon reaching the bride-
groom’s house, the guests entered, and the door being
closed, no one coming later was admitted. The mar-
riage contract was then signed, and the wedding feast
began.

1491. The usual number of bridesmaids was ten. In
this parable how were they described ?

“TFive of them were wise, and five were foolish.
They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no
oil with them : but the wise took oil in their vessels
with their lamps.”

1492. While they waited for the bridegroom, what
occurred ?

“They all slumbered and slept. And at midnight
there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh ;
go ye out to meet him.”

1493. What did the ten virgins do ?
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They arose and trimmed their lamps. And the
foolish virgins said unto the wise, ¢ Give us of your
oil, for our lamps are gone out” But the wise an-
swered, saying, “Not so ; lest there be not enough for
us and you ; but go ye rather to them that sell, and
buy for yourselves.”

1494. While they went to buy, what happened 2

“The bridegroom came ; and they that were ready

“went in with him to the marriage : and the door was
shut.”

1495. When the five foolish virgins arrived, what did
they do ?

They cried, saying, * Lord, Lord, open to us.” But
he answered and said, ¢ Verily I say unto you, I know
you not.”

1496. Who is meant by the bridegroom ?

Christ.

1497. Who are meant by the ten virgins 2

All Christians who are expecting the coming of the
Lord. They all begin well, making some effort to be
ready.

1498. Who are meant by the wise virgins ?

Those Christians who know that life is full of trials,
but who have within them the true spirit of God, to
carry them safely throngh by faith.

1499. Who are the foolish virgins ?

Those who begin aright, but who have not sufficient
faith for long and patient waiting and watching.

1500. Our Lord next uttered a parable very much
like that of the Pounds. What was it ?

The parable of the Talents.

1501. What is the story ?

“The kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into
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a far country, who called his own servants, and deliv-
ered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five
talents, to another, two, and to another, one ; to every
man according to his several ability ; and straightway
took his journey.”

1502. In ancient times a great deal of the commerce
was managed by slaves. What did the servants do with
the talents they had received ?

He that had received five talents went and traded,
and made five more talents; and he that had two,
gained two more ; but he that had received one went
and dug a hole in the earth and buried it.

1503. After a long time the lord of these servants
returned to reckon with them. What account did the
first servant render ?

“TLord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents ; behold,
I have gained beside them five talents more.” And the
lord said to him, ¢ Well done, thou good and faithful
servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I
will make thee ruler over many things ; enter thou into
the joy of thy lord.”

1504. What did he who had received two talents say ?

“Tord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents : behold,
I have gained two other talents beside them.” And
the lord said also to him, ¢“'Well done, good and
faithful servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many things ; enter
thou into the joy of thy lord.”

1505. What account did he who had received one
talent render ?

“TLord, I knew theé that thou art an hard man, reap-
ing where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou
hast not strawed ; and I was afraid, and went and hid
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thy talent in the earth; lo, there thou hast that is
thine.”

1506. What did his lord answer ?

He called him a wicked and slothful servant, and
told him he ought at least to have put his money out
at interest, and so have made something,if only a little.

1507. What did he then order ?

That the talent should be taken from him and given
to the one who had ten; and that he should be cast
into outer darkness.

1508. What may we all learn from this parable ?

That God requires of us according to our gifts and
opportunities. If we are able to do only a little, that
little is all that is required. If that little be well and
faithfully done, our reward will be the same as that of
others who have greater gifts and opportunities.

1509. What can you say of the word *‘ talent” ?

It originally meant simply a sum of money ; from
this parable it has come to be used in the sense of
ability or mental gifts.

1510. In His closing words on this occasion what did
our Lord teach us?

That in feeding the hungry, clothing the poor, visit-
ing the sick, we are ministering to Him. ¢ Verily I say
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

1511. What else did He teach about the judgment
day ?

That we should be judged not only for evil done, but
for good left undone.
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1512. Wkile Christ was thus talking to His disci-
ples on the Mount of Olives, what were the Pharisees,
scribes, and clders doing in Jerusalem ?

They met at the palace of Caiaphas, the High Priest,
to consult together how they might take Jesus by
“subtilty” and kill Him, But they said, “ Not on the
feast day, lest there be an uproar among the people.”

15138. All their plans to ensnare Jesus had failed ;
there was nothing left but to have Him assassinated, or
to bring Him to trial for having declared Himself one
with God. Which plan did they choose ?

The latter ; but they decided, if they seized Him,
they must do so when He was alone. They were afraid
to arrest Him in public, because of the great number of
His followers. But in order to do this, they must know
how to find Him alone.

1514. Who came to them, and with what offer ?

Judas Iscariot, the traitor, one of the Twelve, came
and said to them, “ What will ye give me, and I will
deliver him unto you?” And they paid him thirty
picces of silver.

1515. How much was this sum ?

About twenty dollars ; the price of a slave. From
this time Judas Iscariot, who, being one of the Apos-
tles, knew whither our Lord retired when wishing to
be alone, waited a chance to betray Him.

1516. We are not told how our Lord spent Wednesday
of Passion Week ; probably with His friends at Bethany.
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What occurred on Thursday, the 13th of the month
Nisan?

Our Lord sent St. Peter and St. John into Jerusalem,
saying, “Go and prepare us the passover, that we
may eat.”

1517. What preparations for the Passover were made
in every Jewish household ?

All leavened bread, and all leaven or yeast, must be
carefully put away out of the house ; during the seven
days of the feast, only unleavened bread was eaten.
On this account it was sometimes called the Feast of
Unleavened Bread.

1518. What other preparation was necessary ?

The Paschal lamb must be slain.

1519. What is the meaning of the word Paschal?

It is a word originating in the Hebrew language, and
coming to us through the Greek, meaning to pass over.

1520. How must the Paschal lamb be slain and pre-
pared ?

It was to be taken to the Temple, and there slain and
skinned by the priests. The blood and fat were left
for an offering ; the remainder was then taken home
and roasted whole. None of it could be carried out of
the house, and no bone must be broken. What was
not eaten was burned, with the bones and tendons.

1521. What else was eaten at the Paschal Supper?

Unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Four cups of
red wine mixed with water were also passed around,
one cup at a-time,

1522. When Jesus told St. Peter and St. John to go
into Jerusalem to prepare the meal, what did they ask,
and what was Christ’s answer ?

They said to Him, ¢ Where wilt thou that we pre-
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pare?” Our Lord then told them that when they
entered the eity they would meet a man bearing a
pitcher of water ; they were to follow him to his house,
and there say to him, “The Master saith unto thee,
Where is the guest chamber, where I shall eat the pass-
over with my diseiples? And he shall show you a
large upper room furnished ; there make ready.”

1523. It was unusual in the East for a man to carry

a pitcher of water ; this was generally the task of women.
T7is fact made it easy for the disciples to follow Christ’s
directions. What did St. Peter and St. John do ?
* They went into Jerusalem, and everything happened
just as Jesus had said ; and the man showed them into
an upper room, furnished with table and couches, and
there they made ready.

1524. When the evening of this Thursday was come,
what occurred ?

Jesus with His twelve Apostles went up into the
room prepared for them, there to eat together the Last
Supper.

1525. While they were reclining at the table what did
Christ say?

“With desire I have desired to eat this passover with
you before I suffer: for I say unto you, I will not any
more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of
God.”

1526. It has always been a subject of much dispute,
as to whether this Last Supper was the real Jewish
Paschal Feast. What is generally believed in regard
to the subject?

That our Lord wished to eat the Passover with
His disciples, and so eelebrated it a day earlier than
usual because He knew that He should be crucified
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the next day, when the Jews were keeping their Pass-
over.

1527. What dispute arose among the twelve Apostles?

‘Which of them should be accounted greatest.

1528. What did our Lord do to rebuke them ?

He arose from the table, laid aside His outer gar-
ment, and took a towel and girded Himself with it. He
then poured water into a basin, and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel.

1529. What did Peter say, when Jesus came to him?

“ Lord, dost thou wash my feet ?” Jesussaid, “ What
I do thou knowest not now ; but thou shalt know here-
after.” Petersaid to Him, “ Thou shalt never wash my
feet.” )

1530. How did Jesus answer him ?

“If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.”
Then the impulsive Peter exclaimed, ¢“Lord, not my
feet only, but also my hands and my head.”

1531. What did Jesus then say ?

“He that is washed needeth not save to wash his
feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not
all.” “Ye are not all clean.”

1532. What did He mean by these words?

. He alluded to Judas; He meant that they were all
faithful except one ; but they did not understand Him.

LESSON XLIX.

Sr. Jonn XIII. 12-37; XIV. 1-21; Srt. MATT. XXVI. 21-35
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1533. What did Jesus do next?
Having washed the disciples’ feet, He put on IHis
outer garment, and took His place again at the table.
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1534. What did He say to His disciples?

“Know ye what I have done to you? ¥Ye call me
Master, and Lord : and ye say well; forso Tam. IfI
then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet;
ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have
given you an example, that ye should do as I have done
to you.”

1535. What lesson then did He teach ?

A lesson of humility. If their dear Lord and Master
was willing to humble Himself, they ought not to strive
for the best places, but should follow the example of
Christ, and be servant of all.

1536. After this Jesus was troubled in spirit ; what
did He say ?

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall
betray me.”

1537. How were the disciples affected by these words ?

They were exceeding sorry, and began every one to
say to Him, “Lord, isit I?”

1538. As our Lord did not answer, what did St.
Peter do?

He made signs to St. John, the beloved disciple, who
was leaning on Jesus’ breast, to ask who it should be.

1539. What was Jesus’ answerto St. John’s question ?

“He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have
dipped it.” <“The Son of man goeth, as it is written
of him ; but woe unto that man by whom the Son of
man is betrayed ! it had been good for that man if he
had not been born.” “And when he had dipped the
sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.”

1540. What did Judas Iscariot say ?

“Master,is it 1 ?2” And Jesus answered, ¢ Thou hast
said.”
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1541. What happened next ?

St. John tells us that Satan entered into Judas, and
he arose to leave the room. As he was going Jesus
said to him, “That thou doest, do quickly.”

1542. Did the other Apostles understand what Jesus
meant by these words ?

No ; they thought, because Judas carried the purse,
Jesus had sent him on some errand.

1543. After he had left, what did Jesus say ?

“Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glori-
fied in him.”

1544. What else did our Lord say to the eleven
Apostles?

“Little children, yet a little while I am with you.”
“Whither I go, ye cannot come.” A new command-
ment I give unto you, That ye love one another ; as I
have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this
shall all men know that ye are my diseiples, if ye have
love one to another.”

1545. The warm-hearted Peter seemed to have heard
only the first of Christ’s words, that He would leave
them and go whither they could not follow. What did
he ask of Christ, and what was Iis reply ?

St. Peter said, “Lord, whither goest thou?” Jesus
answered him, “ Whither I go, thou canst not follow
me now ; but thou shalt follow me afterwards.”

1546. By these words our Lord alluded, not only to
Peter's death, but the manner of it ; for he was proba-
bly crucified. What were St. Peter’s next words, and
how did Jesus answer him ? )

St. Peter said, “Lord, why cannot I follow thee
now? I will lay down my life for thy sake,” Jesus
answered, “ Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake?
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Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this
night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me
thrice.”

1547. By these words our Lord foretold St. Peter’s
denial of Him. While they yet lingered at the table,
what did Jesus do ?

He took bread, and blessed and brake it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying, ¢ Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you : this do in remembrance of me.”

1548. He then took the cup, and when He had given
thanks, what did He do?

He gave it to them, saying, ¢ Drink ye all of it ; for
this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed
for many for the remission of sins.” ¢ This do ye, as
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.” “For as
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord’s death till he come.”

1549. What was thus instituted ?

The Lord’s Supper, or Eucharist, which, in our Holy
Communion, is still observed in remembrance of Christ’s
death.

1550. After the institution of the Lord’s Supper,
Jesus continued to talk with His disciples long into the
night ; 1t was probably in this wupper room that He
addressed to them His farewell discourse, contained in
the 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th chapters of St. John’s
Gospel. With what beautiful words of comfort to His
disciples did He begin ?

¢“Let not your heart be troubled ; ye believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many
mansions ; if it were-not so, I would have told you. I
go to prepare a place for you.”

1551. What question did Thomas ask Him ?
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“TLord, we know not whither thou goest; and how
can we know the way ? Jesus saith unto him, I am the
way, the truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.”

1552. What did Philip ask ?

“Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.
Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with
you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip ? he that
hath seen me hath seen the Father ; and how sayest
thou then, Shew us the Father ?”

1553. What did He promise ?

“If ye shall ask any thing in my name I will do it.
If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will
pray the Father, and he shall give you another Com-
forter, that he may abide with you forever ; even the
Spirit of truth.”

1554. What else did He promise them ?

“I will not leave you comfortless; I will come to
you.”

LESSON L.
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1555. What question did Judas ask ? (not Iscariof,
but commonly known as Jude, or Thaddeus.)

“Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself
unto us, and not unto the world ?” Jesus answered,
“If a man love me, he will keep my words; and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him.”

1556. How did our Lord compare Himself to the vine?
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“I am the true vine, and my Father is the husband-
man,”

155%. What words of love did He utter ?

¢ As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you :
continue ye in my love.”

1558. What commandment did He give ?

“This is my commandment, That ye love one another,
as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

1559. What did He say He would henceforth call
them ?

¢ Henceforth I call you not servants ; for the servant
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you
friends ; for all things that I have heard of my Father
I have made known unto you.”

1560. How did He speak concerning the hatred of the
world toward Him and them ?

¢“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me
before it hated you.” ‘“Remember the word that I
said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord.
If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute
you.”

1561. When Jesus had spoken these words, what did
He do?

He lifted His eyes to heaven in prayer, and said,
“Father, the hour is come ; glorify thy Son, that thy
Son also may glorify thee.”

1562. What did He say He had done ?

“T have glorified thee on the earth : I have finished
the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the
glory which I had with thee before the world was.”

1563. For whom did He then pray ?
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For His disciples. He prayed, not that they should
be taken out of the world, but that they should be kept
from evil.

1564. For whom did He next pray ?

For all of His followers who should believe through
the teaching of His Apostles, that they might be one
with the Father and the Son, and that they might be
with Them in Their glory.

1565. Into how many parts vs this prayer divided ?

Three ; first the prayer for Himself, then for His
Apostles, then for all of His followers.

1566. When they had sung an hymn, probably the
last portion of the Hallel (Psalms exv.-cxviii.), what
did they do ?

They left the house, passed out of the ecity gate,
crossed the brook Cedron, and entered the Garden of
Gethsemane (¢he oil-press) at the foot of the Mount
of Olives.

1567. It was probably after midnight on Thursday,
when our Lord and the eleven Apostles left the supper
room and went to the Garden of Gethsemane. Where
had the twelfth disciple, Judas, gone ?

He probably knew that our Lord would go to the
Garden of Gethsemane that night, as He often went
there to rest and pray. Judas knew the spot well, and
went to get the soldiers to have Him arrested.

1568. When our Lord and the eleven Apostles reached
" the Garden, what occurred ?

Jesus said to His disciples, ¢ Sit ye here, while I go
and pray yonder.” And leaving the eight, He took
with Him St. Peter, St. James, and St. John.

1569. When He had taken them apart, what did He
say to them?

15
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“My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death :
tarry ye here, and wateh with me.”

1570. T'his is one of the few passages in which Christ
ascribes to Himself a human soul. He longed in His
human anguish for human sympathy. It is almost the
only personal request He is recorded to have made.
What did He then do ?

“He went a little further, and fell on His face, and
prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from me : nevertheless not as I will, but as
thou wilt.”

1571. When He rose from praying, and went to His
three disciples, what did he find ?

He found them all asleep. The three men He loved
had failed Him. And He said to Peter, “What! could
ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray,
that ye enter not into temptation.”

1572. Our dear Lord, ever divinely gentle and sympa-
thetic, knew how they were worn with grief and fatique;
what excuse did He make for them ?

“The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.”

1573. What did He then do ? :

He went away a second time, and prayed, “ O my
Father, if this cup may not pass away from me except
I drink it, thy will be done.”

1574. What occurred next ?

He returned to the three Apostles, and found them
asleep again ; for their eyes were heavy.

1575. What did He do for the third time?

He went and offered the same prayer ; and being in
an agony, His “sweat was as it were great drops of
blood falling down to the ground.”
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1576. Was this awful anguish entirely kuman, a
mere shrinking from pain and death ?

. No ; it was also divine anguish at the thought of the
guilt and sin of the world. It was this which made
Him ¢“a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.”

1577, As in the wilderness, after the temptation, who
now came to minister to Him ?

¢ And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven,
strengthening him.”

1578. When He went to His three disciples again and
found them still sleeping, what did He say ?

““Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour
is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners.” ¢Rise up, let us go; lo, he that
betrayeth me is at hand.”

1579. What is the probable meaning of the first clause
of this verse ? '

They were probably an exclamation. uttered in rebuke.
How can you sleep and take your rest, when the Son of
man is betrayed into the hands of sinners !

LESSON LI.
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1580. While our Lord was yet speaking, what
occurred ?

The garden was suddenly filled with armed men,
carrying lanterns and torches, with Judas leading them.

1581. During the past two howrs, Judas had gone to
the ruling High Priest, who had probably made Pilate
believe that soldiers were needed to arrest o false Messiah
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who might be dangerous to the Roman power. What
understanding had Judas with these soldiers ?

“Whomsoever I shall kiss,” he had said to them,
“that same is he; take him, and lead him away
safely.”

1582. Judas did not think Christ would give Himself
up : what did he do?

When he saw our Lord coming to meet them, he
hastened to Him and said, ¢ Hail, Master,” and kissed
Him, =

1583. What did Jesus say to him ?

¢« Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?”

1584, What did He say to the rough men who had
come to arrest Him ?

“Whom seek ye?” and they answered, “ Jesus of
Nazareth.” And Jesus said, “I am he.”

1585. When He had sevd these words, what occurred ?

They became suddenly conscious of the power and
majesty of Jesus, and *they went backward, and fell
to the ground.”

1586. Our Lord then asked them again, < Whom seek
ye?” What did they reply ?

“Jesus of Nazareth,” And Jesus answered, “I have
told you that I am he.”

1587. What did the soldiers then do?

They laid their hands on Jesus and took Him,

1588. What happened then ?

Simon Peter drew his sword, and cut off the right
ear of Malchus, the servant of the High Priest.

1589. What does St. Matthew tell us Jesus said to
St. Peter ?

¢ Put up again thy sword into his place : for all they
that take the sword, shall perish with the sword.”
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1590. What answer does St. Luke give ?

Jesus answered and said, “Suffer ye thus far.” And
He touched the ear of Malchus and healed it.

1591. What does St. John tell us that Jesus said to
St. Peter ?

“Peter, put up thy sword into the sheath : the
cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink
it?”

1592. Whom did Jesus say He could call to. His
assistance if He would ?

¢ Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father,
and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions
of angels? But how then shall the seriptures be ful-
filled, that thus it must be ?”

1593. What did our Lord say to the armed soldiers
as they bound Him and led Him away ?

“ Are ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and
with staves to take me? I was daily with you in the
temple teaching, and ye took me not : but the secript-
ures must be fulfilled.”

1594. When the disciples saw that Jesus was really
arrested, bound, and in charge of the soldiers, what did
they do ?

Although they had promised to die for their dear
Master, they all forsook IIim and fled.

1595. It was now about one hour past midnight ;
whither was our Lord led by the soldiers ?

Back again over the brook Cedron, up the ascent to
the city, into the palaee of the High Priest.

1596. Who was then the High Priest?

Caiaphas.

1597. To whom was Jesus first taken for examination
in the palace ?
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To Annas, the former High Priest, and father-in-law
to Caiaphas.

1598. What can you say of Annas?

He was a hard, cold, erafty man, but was very influ-
ential, as he succeeded in securing the High Priesthood
for five of his sons as well as for his son-in-law, It
seems probable that Annas and Caiaphas lived in the
same palace, consisting of many apartments built around
one or more open courts.

1599. Although ¥t was in the dead of night, the palace
was astir with the chief priests, elders, scribes, and
Pharisees, eager to hurry Christ to His trial. A meet-
ing of the Sanhedrin was hastily colled for this purpose.
How did the High Priest question Jesus, hoping to get
some evidence which might convict Him of heresy or
treason ?

He asked Jesus ¢ of his disciples, and of his doctrine.”

1600. How did our Lord reply ?

“I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in
the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews
always resort ; and in seeret have I said nothing. Why
askest thou me ? ask them which heard me, what I
have said unto them : behold, they know what I said.”

1601. For these words, what tnsult was offered our
Lord, and by whom ?

_One of the officers standing by struck Jesus with the
palm of his hand, saying, ¢ Answerest thou the high
priest so 2”7  And Jesus said, “If I have spoken evil,
bear witness of the evil : but if well, why smitest thou
me ?”

1602. Whom did St. John say had followed Jesus to
the palace of the High Priest ?

Simon Peter and “another disciple ;” the “other ”
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was probably St. John himself ; with his usual reserve,
he did not mention his own name.

1603. St. John was known to the High Priest, and
was allowed to enter the court of the palace ; but St.
Peter stood at the door without. How did he finally
succeed tn gaining admittance ?

St. John went and spoke to the damsel that kept the
door, and brought in St. Peter.

1604. The spring nights at Jerusalem, which is 2,610
Jeet above the sea level, are often cold. What had the
servants and officers donme, who were in the court of
the palace, in order to keep warm? -

They had built a fire of charecoals in a brazier, and
set it in the middle of the court, and St. Peter stood
with them as they warmed themselves.

1605. As the light from the fire fell on his face, what
did one of the maids say to St. Peter?

“ And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth.” DBut
he denied, saying, “I know not, neither understand I
what thou sayest.”

1606. What did St. Peter then do?

He retired into the shadow of the porch.

1607. What happened while he stood there?

Another maid said to them that were there, ¢ This
fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. And again
he denied with an oath, I do not know the man.”
And as he spoke, a cock crew.
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1608. While this sad scene was going on, where was
Jesus ?

" Caiaphas had hastily called a meeting of the Sanhe-

drin in one of the rooms of the palace opening into the

court, and here our Lord was going through His first

trial.

1609. The chief priests and elders and all the council
sought false witness against Jesus to put Him to death.
What did two false witnesses say ?

“This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of
God, and to build it in three days.”

1610. What words of Jesus did they thus misquote?

After the first cleansing of the Temple, in the first
year of His public ministry, Jesus had said, “ Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

1611. What had our Lord meant by those words, and
how were they misjudged ?

He had referred to His body, which should be cruci-
fied and raised from the dead in three days. The Jews
thought He referred to their great Temple, and they
attempted to convict Jesus of blasphemy in boasting a
superhuman power.

1612. How did another witness misquote Him?

“We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that
is made with hands, and within three days I will build
another made without hands.”

1613. The law required that in a trial, at least two
witnesses should agree. What does St. Mark tell us?
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“But neither so did their witness agree together.”
Their statements did not tally, and their testimony was
therefore worthless.

1614. How did our Lord receive these false state-
ments ?

In dignified silence.

1615. Ezasperated by this silence, what did Caiaphas
do?

He stood up in the midst of the room, and said to
Jesus, “ Answerest thou nothing ? what is it which
these witness against thee ? But he held his peace and
answered nothing.”

1616. What did Caiaphas then say?

“ Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed ? and
Jesus said, I am : and ye shall see the Son of man sit-
ting on the right hand of power, and coming in the
clouds of heaven.”

1617. The High Priest had now gained his end. The
prisoner had been guilty of blasphemy in asserting
Himself to be the Son of God. What did Caiaphas do?

He rent his clothes. It was a Jewish rule that when
a charge of blasphemy was proved, the judges, standing,
should rend their garments, from the neck straight
downwards.

1618. What did Caiaphas say to the members of the
Sanhedrin ?

“What need we any further witnesses? Ye have
heard the blasphemy : what think ye ? And they all
condemned him to be guilty of death.”

1619. Why was this meeting of the Sanhedrin irreg-
wlar, or illegal ?

Beecause it was held at night. There was a law for-
bidding capital trial in the night.
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1620. What did the Sanhedrin therefore decide ?

To have another meeting assoon as it should be day.
It was three o’clock. In the meantime Jesus was left
in the hands of the soldiers.

1621. How was He most cruelly treated by them ?

They mocked Him, and smote Him, and some began
to spit on Him. Aud when they had blindfolded Him,
they struck Him on the face and said to Him, ¢ Proph-
esy, who is it that smote thee ? ”

1622. Meanwhile, St. Peter, anzious, unhappy, but
afraid to own his Master, still stood in the court, wait-
ing for the end. What was said to him ?

Some said, “ Did not I see thee in the garden with
him?” Others said, ¢ Surely thou art one of them;
for thou art a Galilean, and thy spcech agreeth thereto.”
The Galileans pronounced some words with a provin-
cial accent.

1623. How did St. Peter reply to them?

“ He began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not
this man of whom ye speak.” This was the third time
he had denied his Lord, and immediately the cock crew
for the second time.

1624. What touching incident is related by St. Luke?

At that moment our Lord “turned and looked upon
Peter,” either from the room which overlooked the
court, or perhaps when, the trial over, He was being
led across the court, amid the coarse insults of the
guards.

1625. This look must have been terrible to the unkappy
Peter; what did he do?

He remembered how the Lord had said to him,
“Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me
thrice,” and he went out and wept bitterly.
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1626. When the morning (of Friday) was come, what
occurred ?

The Sanhedrin held a more formal meeting, probably
in one of the Temple rooms. The chief priests and
scribes came together, and led Jesus into their council
for a second trial.

1627, Mention some of the rules of the Sanhedrin in
trying a case.

In condemning a person there must be a majority of
at least two ; while a verdiet of acquittal could be given
on the same day, one of guilty must be reserved for the
next day ; no criminal trial could be held in the night ;
the judges who condemned a criminal to death must
fast all day. A death sentence could not be executed,
however, without an order from the Roman governor
or procurator.

1628, At this second more formal meeting of the San-
hedrin in the early morning, and in the reqular place of
meeting, the scene was much the same as at the meeting
the night before at the palace of Caiaphas. What ques-
tion was asked of Christ, and what was His reply ?

“Art thou the Christ? tell us” <«If I tell you, ye
will not believe ; and if I also ask you, ye will not
answer me, nor let me go. Ilereafter shall the Son of
man sit on the right hand of the power of God.”

1629. What did the Sanhedrin then ask Him?

¢ Art thou then the Son of God ?” And Ile answered,
“Ye say that I am.” And they said, “ YWhat need we
any further witness ? for we ourselves have heard of his
own mouth.” And so they passed formal sentence of
death.
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LESSON LIII

St. Marr. XXVII, 1-14 ; St. Mark XV. 1-5; St. Luge XXIII.
1-16 ; St. Joux XVIII. 28-38

1630. When Judas, who for thirty pieces of silver had
betrayed Him, heard that Jesus was condemned to death,
what did he do?

He was filled with terror and remorse, though not
with true repentance, or he would not have acted as he
did. He took the thirty pieces of silver and went to
the chief priests and elders, and said, “I have sinned in
that I have betrayed the innocent blood.”

1631. How did they receive his confession ?

With scorn and taunts ; and they said, ¢ What is that
to us? see thou to that.”

1632. What did the wretched man then do ?

In despair he rushed into the Temple, flung down the
thirty pieces of silver, and went out and hanged him-
self.

1633. What did the chief priests do with the silver ?

They said, “Tt is not lawful for to put them into the
treasury, because it is the price of blood.” So they
bought with the money the potter’s field, in which to
bury strangers. For that reason it was called “The
Field of Blood.” (Aceldama.)

1634. What does St. Luke tell us (Acts i. 18) that
St. Peter said in regard to Judas’s death ?

“ Now this man purchased a field with the reward of
iniquity ; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the
midst, and all his bowels gushed out.”

1685. How might this account of the death of Judas
be consistent with that given by St. Matthew ?
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Possibly the rope with which he had hung himself to
the tree broke, and he fell headlong over a rocky preci-
pice, on the edge of which the tree might have grown.

1636. After the Sanhedrin had condemned Christ,
what did they do ?

They took Him to the Roman Governor, Pontius
Pilate, who, they thought, would not hesitate to act on
their advice.

1637. What oan you say of Pontius Pilate?

He was the sixth Roman Governor or Procurator of
Judea. He was not without some idea of Roman just-
ice, but he was weak, pleasure-loving, corrupt, and a
heathen. The Jews hated him, and he hated the Jews
and Jerusalem. He was stationed at Cesarea, but came
to Jerusalem to preserve order during the Feast of the
Passover.

1638. Where did he stay while at Jerusalem ?

Either at the magnificent palace, built and formerly
occupied by Herod the Great, or at the Castle of An-
tonia.

1639. Describe Herod’s palace.

It was a splendid building on a hill, southwest of the
one on which the Temple stood. It consisted of two
immense wings, connected by a building between, enclos-.
ing a large square court paved with mosaics. On the
fourth side of the square was a splendid colonnade, with
the huge gates in the centre. Around the entire palace
was a beautiful shady park, with walks, statuary, and
fountains.

1640. Some one has said of this magnificent palace
that it was ““ in part a tyrant’s stronghold, and in part
a fairy pleasure-house.” Although many think that it
was here Christ’s trial before Herod was held, the best
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authorities locate it at the Castle of Antonia. What
can you say of it ?

It was a high square tower or fortress, built by Herod
the Great at the northwest angle of the Temple enclos-
ure. He called it Antonia, in honor of his friend Mark
Antony. It contained many rooms and apartments,
and might serve for a palace. In it the Romans gener-
ally kept a garrison.

1641. It was probably very early in the morning when
the Sanhedrin led our Lord to Pilate to claim the execu-
tion of their death sentence. Why would not the Jews
enter the palace where Pilate was ?

Because it was the Passover, and by entering a house
not properly cleansed of leaven, they would consider
themselves defiled. So Pilate came out to them.

1642. What did he ask them ?

“What accusation bring ye against this man?”
The Jews were not prepared for this question ; they
thought that on their authority Pilate would at once
order Christ to be executed.

1643. What was their vague answer to this question?

«“If he were not a malefactor, we would not have
delivered him np nnto thee.” Blasphemy, for which
they had condemned Christ, would not be considered a
crime by Pilate, who was a heathen.

1644. What did Pulate then tell them ?

To take Him and judge Him according to their own
Jewish law. To this the Jews answered, “It is not
lawful for us to put any man to death.”

1645. Of what then did they falsely accuse Iim in
order to secure Pilate’s consent to their sentence ?

Of treason to Cwmsar. They said, “We found this
fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give
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tribute to Ceesar, saying that he himself is Christ a
king.”

1646. What did Pilate do when he heard this accu-
sation ? -

He entered into the palace, where Jesus had probably
been taken by the Roman guards. When he had called
Jesus to him, he said to Him, ¢ Art thou the King of
the Jews ?” Jesus asked Pilate in reply if he put
that question of himself, or whether he had been told
to ask it.

1647. What did Pilate say to this ?

“Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the ehief
priests have delivered thee unto me; what hast thou
done ?”

1648. Jesus then explained to him, that although He
was a king His kingdom was not like Cwsar’'s. What
were His words ?

“My kingdom is not of this world : if my kingdom
were of this world, then would my servants fight, that
I should not be delivered to the Jews.”

1649. What did Pilate say to this?

“ Art thou a king then?” This was said in scorn,
half in exclamation, ¢ So then, ¢kow art a king 1 ”?

1650. What was Christ’s answer ?

“Thou sayest that I am a king.” ¢ For this cause
came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto
the truth.”

16561. What did Pilate then do ?

““What is truth ? ” he asked ; saying which, he went
out to the Jews and said to them, “I find in him no
fault at all.”

1652. How was this announcement received by the
Jews ?
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Fearing that Pilate would release Christ, they were
the more fierce, saying, “He stirreth up the people,
teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee
to this place.”

LESSON LIV.

St. Luge XXIII. 6-25; St. Marr. XXVII, 15-30 ; ST. MARK
XV. 6-19 ; St. Joun XVIII. 3940 ; XIX. 1-7

1653. Pilate seems to have had a superstitious aver-
ston to condemning Jesus to death ; at the mention of
Galilee, what did he ask ?

‘Whether the man were a Galilean, and being told
that He was, Pilate, seeing a way to get rid of the
responsibility of the ease, sent Him to Herod Antipas
for trial.

1654. Pilate had mo power in Galilee ; as Herod
Antipas ruled there, he thought the case should be tried
by him if Christ were a Galilean. Where did Herod
live ?

In Tiberias of Galilee ; but, like Pilate, he had come
to stay at Jerusalem during the Feast of the Passover.
So they had not far to go to reach him.

1655. How did Herod Antipas receive Jesus ?

He was exceedingly glad, for he had long been
desirous of seeing Him, having heard many things, and
he hoped to see some miracle done by Him.

1656. It was this Herod, a wicked man and a heathen,
who had murdered John the Baptist ; his desire to see
Christ was only vulgar curiosity. How did our Lord
receive his many questions?

In dignified silence. Christ had called Herod ¢ that
fox,” the only purely contemptuous word He is recorded
ever to have uttered. (St. Luke xiii. 3.)



A LIFE OF CHRIST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 241

165%7. Who then accused Jesus to Herod ?

The chief priests and seribes, fearing that the weak
and superstitious Herod might release their prisoner,
began vehemently to accuse Him.

1658. What did Herod then do ?

He seems to have looked upon Christ with eontempt,
as a harmless idiot ; and he and his soldiers made fun
of Him and mocked Him. And having put on Him a
gorgeous robe, Herod sent Him back to Pilate. This
robe was probably a white festal garment.

1659. When the chief priests and scribes led Jesus
back to Pilate, what did he say ?

‘Ye have brought this man unto me; but I have
found no fault in him :” “no, nor yet Herod, for I sent
you to him ; and lo, nothing worthy of death is done
unto him.”

1660. The weak, cowardly Pilate in his perplexity
finally thought of a plan by which he might release
Jesus. What was it ?

It was the custom, at the time of the Passover, to
release any one prisoner whom the Jews demanded.
At this time there was in the prison a famous robber
and murderer named Barabbas ; Pilate now proposed to
the Jews that they should select for release either this
criminal or Christ. Ie felt sure that the people, if not
the Sanhedrin, would choose Christ.

1661. So sure was he that his perplexity was to end
by this choice of the people, that he ascended the seat of
Judgment in the Pavement or < Gabbatha,” probably the
paved court of the Temple in front of the Tower of
Antonia. When he was seated, what message was
brought to him from his wife, Claudia?

“Have thou nothing to do with that just man : forI

16
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have suffered many things this day in a dream because
of him.”

1662. When Pilate heard this message, he was more
terrified than ever, and wished the more to release Jesus.
But meanwhile the priests and scribes had been persuad-
ing the people to ask for the release of Barabbas. So
then, when Pilate asked, *“ Whether of the twain will ye
that I release unto you 2 what did the people reply ?

“ Barabbas.”

1663. What did Pilate say to this?

“What shall I do then with Jesus, which is called
Christ ?” They all cried, ¢ Let him be crucified.” And
Pilate said, “ Why, what evil hath he done? But
they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified.”

1664. Because the attempt to have Christ released in
honor of the feast had failed, what did Pilate, although
he had pronounced Christ innocent, order fo be done,
hoping to satisfy the Jews?

He said, “I have found no cause of death in him ;
I will therefore chastise him, and let him go.” So
Pilate ordered Christ to be scourged, hoping that this
punishment would satisfy the people.

1665. Scourging was a part of Roman capital pun-
ishment, and was @ most cruel torture, under which the
victim often died. How was the Roman scourge made ?

A number of strips of leather, in which were fastened
bits of metal and sharp bones, were attached to a rod.
Each blow of this cruel instrument drew the blood.

1666. Who carried out Pilate’s order ?

The Roman soldiers led Christ back into the hall and,
stripping off His clothing, they scourged Him cruelly ;
they then put on Him a scarlet robe, probably a cast-off
military cloak, and placed on Iis head a crown, which

~
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they made of thorns, in mockery of a royal erown, and
in His hand they placed a reed.

1667. What did they then do ?

They mocked Him, bowing before Him, saying,
“Iail, King of the Jews.” And they spat on Him,
and took the reed and struck IIim on the head.

1668. When He had been scourged, what did Pilate
do, as a last resort, hoping to move the savage Jews to
pity ?

Ie led Jesus out of the hall to the people ; bleeding, -
bruised, with the crown of thorns on His head, and the
searlet robe still over His shoulders. Thus the gentle,
patient Jesus was shown to the furious mob.

1669. What did Pilate say to the crowd ?

“ Eece Homo ”— Behold the man.” In pity, Pilate
appealed to their compassion, hoping the bitterest
among them would be satisfied.

1670. When the chief priests and officers saw Him,
what did they cry out ?

“Crueify him! ecrucify him!” And Pilate an-
swered, ¢ Take ye him, and crucify him : for I find no
fault in him.”

1671. What did the Jews say to this ?

“ By our law he ought to die, because he made him-
self the Son of God.”

LESSON LV.

Sr. Joux XIX. 8-17; St. Marr. XXVII. 81-34;°St. MaRk XV.
20-23; Sr. Luke XXIII. 26-33

1672. When Pilate heard these words, he was still
more afraid ; what did he do ?
He went again into the hall whither Jesus had been
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taken, and said to Him, ¢ Whence art thou?” But
Jesus gave him no answer.

1673. What did he say next?

““Speakest thou not unto me ? knowest thou not,
that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to
release thee ?”

1674. What did Jesus answer to these words ?

¢ Thou couldest have no power at all against me, ex-
cept it were given thee from above.”

1675. More and more convinced of His innocence,
Pilate sought again to release Him ; what did the
crafty Jews say to kim, to frighten him ? r

«If thou let this man go, thou art not Casar’s friend :
whosoever maketh himself a king, speaketh against
Cexsar.”

1676. When Pilate heard these words, what did he
do?

He led Jesus forth, and said, “Behold your king!”
But they cried out, “ Away with him, away with him,
crucify him.”

1677. What did Pilate then say ?

“Shall I crucify your king? The chief priests an-
swered, We have no king but Cesar.”

1678. When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing,
but that he only roused the crowd to greater tumult,
what did he do ?

“He took water, and washed his hands before the
multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this
just person : see ye to it.” And the people answered,
¢ His blood be on us, and on our children.”

1679. What did Prilate then do ?

He released Barabbas, and delivered to them Jesus to
be crucified.
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1680. What was then done with Jesus ?

The Roman soldiers took off from Him the scarlct
robe," and when they had put on Him His own rai-
ment they led Him away to be crucified.

1681. Was crucifizion a Jewish punishment ?

No; it was Roman, and was used by some other
nations, but not by the Jews ; their death penalty was
generally stoning.

1682. The Romans reserved crucifizion for slaves and
Joreigners ; What is the meaning of the word crucify ?

It is derived from two Latin words, ¢ruz, a cross, and
Jfigere, to fix.

1683. Whither was Christ led to be crucified ?

To a place a short distance, possibly a quarter of a
mile, outside the city gate. The exact location is not
known,

1684. What was the name of the place ?

Golgotha, or Calvary, both words meaning a skull.
Nowhere in Seripture is the place called a hill, though
there might have been a small bare mound so shaped
like a skull as to suggest the name.

1685. As they set forth toward Calvary, how was
Christ burdened ?

It was part of the punishment that the sufferer him-
self should carry the cross on which he was to be cruci-
fied. Jesus was thus burdened.

1686. As the procession passed through the city gate,
what occurred ?

They met a Cyrenian named Simon. There was a
large colony of Jews in the city of Cyrene in Africa ;
possibly this man may have come from that place to
Jerusalem to attend the Passover.

1687. What did the soldiers compel Svmon to do ?
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To carry the cross for Jesus. We are not told why ;
but probably because our Lord, exhausted by the terri-
ble scourging, and by the long hours of agony and grief
He had suffered, was too feeble to carry it Himself, and
sunk under the heavy weight.

1688. How many forms of cross were used at that
time? #
Three ; one in form like the letter T, one like the
letter X, and one such as is now most familiar. It was
probably this last form of cross upon which our Lord
suffered.

1689. What car you say of the cross, once hated and
despised as a symbol of slavery and shame ?

Because Christ hung upon it, the world has gloried in
it. Since then it has been honored by religion and art.
We find it on the flags of nations; we see it repre-
sented in jewels and precious stones, in gold and silver ;
it is exquisitely carved in rare marbles and woods. All
this, because Christ suffered on it.

1690. The cross was probably not carried in the way
which art has represented; how was ¢ made ?

In two pieces which might be carried separately, the
upright and the crossbeam. It was smaller than is
generally pictured ; it was not much higher than a
man’s head ; on the body of the cross was a small pro-
jection of wood which formed a partial, though pain-
ful support for the body, otherwise the weight of the
body would have torn the nails through the flesh of
the hands.

1691. The path Jesus trod as He carried the cross is
called the Via Dolorosa (The way of sorrow). Who
Jollowed our Lord on His way to Calvary ?

The Roman Centurion with his body of soldiers, the
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Sanhedrin, the bitter, cruel scribes and Pharisees, a
great company of people and a number of women, who
wept, beat their breasts and lamented Him.

1692. When Jesus heard their lamentations, what did
He say to them ?

¢« Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep
for yourselves, and for your children.” He referred to
the coming siege of their city when they would so suffer
with famine, that they would forget their motherhood.
Josephus tells us, that crazy with hunger, women killed
and ate their own children.

1693. Between His condemnation and His crucifizion,
these are the only recorded words of Jesus. When the
procession arrived at Calvary, what occurred ?

The soldiers offered Jesus to drink wine mixed with
myrrh, which when He had tasted, He refused.

1694. What was this potion ?

A stupefying drink given to criminals to deaden the
sense of pain. Some of the Jewish women mercifully
took upon themselves to provide this potion.

1695. Why did Christ refuse it ?

He would not have His mind clouded ; He would
drain to the last drop the cup of anguish His Father
had given Him ; so He heroically refused the tempting
drink which would have deadened the terrible suffering
before Him.

LESSON LVI.
St. Marr. XXVII. 385-44; St. Mark XV. 24-32; St. LUKE
XXIII. 33-43; Sr. Joux XIX. 18-27.

1696. What did the soldiers then do to Jesus ?
Taking from Him, his outer garments, they stretched
Him upon the cross as it lay upon the gronnd ; His
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hands they nailed with iron spikes to the cross beam ;
Iis feet were nailed to the upright.

1697. How was the cross then set up ?

The soldiers lifted it to a hole in the ground pre-
pared for it, some eighteen inches deep, and dropped it
in ; it was then made fast by wedges.

1698. How many times did Jesus speak after He was
nailed to the cross ?

Seven.

1699. When did He speak first, and what were His
words ?

Probably just as the rough ignorant soldiers were
nailing Him to the cross; in spite of His suffering,
His thought and prayer were for them. ¢ Father,
forgive them ; for they know not what they do.”

1700. What was it customary to hang over the head
of the crucified ?

A board smeared with white gypsum ; on it written
in large black letters, were the name and erime of the
person crucified.

1701. What inscription did Pilate cause to be hung
on the cross of Jesus ?

An inseription in three different languages, Greek,
Latin and Hebrew, reading,  Jesus of Nazareth, the
King of the Jews.”

1702. When the chief priests of the Jews read this
inscription, how were they affected ?

They were furious ; they considered it an insult that
Pilate should call this man their king.

1703. What did they do?

They sent to Pilate to beg him to alter the inseription ;
to have it written, that Jesus had claimed to be their
king, not that He was their king.
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1704. Prlate, angry that he had been obliged to order
the crucifizion of Christ, in order to appease the Jews,
had intended to insult them publicly before the thousands
present at the Passover, by calling the Christ whom they
hated, their King. How did he receive the message of
the chief priests?

No doubt he was glad to sce the messengers, for he
thus knew that his sarcastic jest had done its work.
His answer was, “ What I have written, I have written.”
They had had fkeir way about the erucifixion, he would
have %is way about the inseription ; so it remained
as it was, much to the mortification of the Sanhedrin.

1705. Who were crucified at the same time with Jesus ?

Two robbers, one on His right hand and the other
on His left.

1706. The clothing of a person executed was claimed
by the soldiers on duty. What was done with Christ’s
garments ?

The four soldiers who had taken actual part in the
crucifixion divided them.

1707. What were these garments ?

Probably a loose, flowing outer garment, a head dress,
a pair of sandals, a girdle and a tunic or under garment,
fitting rather closely to the body, reaching from the
neck to the ankles, and woven all in one piecce.

1708. These were all of our Lord’s worldly property,
and they fell into the possession of the four soldiers who
drove the nails into IHis hands and feet. When they
had divided the garments as best they could, what was
done with the tunic or under garment ?

The soldiers said, “ Let us not rend it, but cast lots
for it, whose it shall be.” Gambling was a favorite
amusement with the Romans; so by a throw of the
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dice, it was decided who should own this garment of
Christ.

1709. What prophecy did these rough soldiers thus
unconsciously fulfil? (Psalm xxii. 18.)

“They part my garments among them, and cast lots
upon my vesture.”

1710. The chief priests, scribes and Pharisees, not
content with the sight of Christ’s suffering on the cross,
began to hurl at Him, insulting words and taunts ; what
did they say ?

“They that passed by, reviled Him, wagging their
heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and
buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the
Son of God, come down from the cross.”

1711. What did some of the chief priests and scribes
say?

“He saved others ; himself he cannot save, If he be
the King of Israel, let him now come down from the
cross, and we will believe him.”

1712. Even the soldiers joined tn the mockery ; what
did they say?

“If thou be the King of the Jews, save thyself.”

1713. This mockery was not confined to words alone ;
how did the soldiers tantalize Him 2

In the great thirst which He must have suffered,
they lifted to His parched lips some of their sour
wine, and then snatched it away without giving Him
any.

1714. What does St. Luke tell us one of the robbers
crucified with Christ said to Him, and how did the
other robber reply ?

One of them railed on Him, saying, “If thou be
Christ, save thyself and us. But the other, answering,
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rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing
thou art in the same condemnation ? And we indeed
justly ; for we receive the due reward of our deeds:
but this man hath done nothing amiss.”

1715. What did he then say fo Jesus ?

“Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into
thy kingdom.” And the suffering Jesus, silent to all
the jeers and taunts of the multitude, spoke words of
comfort to the robber, who recognized in Him the
Lord, Christ. ¢ Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt
thou be with me in paradise.” This was the seeond
time He had spoken on the cross.

1716. Amid the sea of upturned faces, full of hatred
and contempt, did Jesus from the cross see any friends ?

Yes ; at the foot of the cross stood a little group '
who were suffering with Him. It consisted of four
women and one man.

1717, Who were they ?

Mary, the mother of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, Mary,
the mother of James the Less, Salome, the mother of
St. Jobn and James, and the beloved apostle himself,
St. John,

1718. When Mary had carried the infant Jesus into
the Temple, what had the aged Simeon there prophe-
sied?

That a sword should pieree through her own soul
also. Now she knew what he had meant. For, as she
watched her suffering Son, her soul was pierced with
agony, as with a sword. And she was helpless to save
Ilim. She dared not even moisten His parched lips.

1719. W‘hqt ancient hymn expresses the grief of the
Virgin Mary?

The Stabat Mater. (The mother was standing.)
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““ Near the cross was Mary weeping,
There her mournful station keeping,
Gazing on her dying Son :
There in speechless anguish groaning,
Yearning, trembling, sighing, moaning,
Through her soul the sword had gone !”

1720. When Jesus saw the mother and the friend .
whom He loved, standing side by side, what did He say
to Mary about St. John?

“ Woman, behold thy son!” He then said to St.
John, ¢“Behold thy mother!?”

1721. Thus He gave the two He loved best into each
other’s keeping. From that hour what did St. John do?

He took Mary to his own home and cared for her.

LESSON LVIL

St. MaTtT. XXVII. 45-60 ; ST. MARK XV. 33-46 ; St. LUKE
XXIII, 44-54 ; St. JorN XIX. 28-42

1722. At what hour of the day (Friday) was Jesus
natiled to the cross?

At the third hour, or about nine o’clock.

1923. After He had hung on the cross three hours,
what happened about noontime ?

There was darkness over all the land until three
o’clock, when Jesus gave up the ghost. It could not
have been an ordinary eclipse of the sun which caused
this darkness. The Pharisces had asked for a “sign
from heaven ;” now their wish was granted. It was
as though the sun refused to look upon this awful deed.

1724. In His agony, what were the next words which
Christ spoke ?

“ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
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These words were uttered in Aramaic. (“Eloi, Eloi,
lama sabachthani.”)

1725. What did some who stood by say, when they
heard these words ?

“This man calleth for Elias.” And some said, “Let
be, let us sec whether Elias will come to save him.”

1726. Thetorture of crucifixion, after the first hours,
seemed to concentrate into the one agony of intolerable
thirst. This intense suffering wrung from Christ His
© next words, the only words tn which He even referred to
His own pain ; what were they ?

“T thirst.” There was a large jar of vinegar or sour
wine standing close by, for the use of the soldiers ;
they filled a sponge with this wine and put it on a stalk
of hyssop and held it to Christ’s lips. This he drank.

172%. Once again Jesus spoke; what were His last
words ?

“It is finished.” And crying with a loud voice,
Jesus said, ¢ Father, into thy hands I commend my
spirit.” And He bowed His head and gave up the
ghost. (In the original Greck none of the Evangelists
say “He died.” St. Matthew says, “He let go his
spirit ; ” St. John, “He gave up his spirit ; ” the other
two, “ He breathed out,” thus showing that the sacrifice
of His life was of His own will.)

1728. What happened when Christ’s spirit had fled ?

The splendidly embroidered veil of the great Temple,
which divided the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies,
was torn in two from the top to the bottom ; the earth
quaked, the rocks were rent, and the graves or tombs
in the rocks were thus opened.

1729. How long had Jesus been on the cross when He
gave up the ghost ?
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Six hours, from nine in the morning till three in the
afternoon. In some cases the sufferer hung on the
cross for two or three days before dying.

1930. How was the multitude ajfected by these events,
and what did the centurion in command of the soldiers
say ?

The people feared greatly, and returned to the city
smiting their breasts. The centurion had probably
witnessed many deaths, but the patient suffering, the
prayers, the cry of triumph, the victory and death of
this majestic sufferer were a revelation to the Roman
officer, and, thrilled by the wonderful scene, he ecried,
“Truly this man was the Son of God.”

1931. The words, *“ 1, if I be lifted up, will draw all
men unto me,” had already begun to be fulfilled, in the
case of the penitent robber and of the Roman officer.
In the meanwhile what petition had the Jews sent to
Pilate ?

There was a Jewish law that dead bodies should be
removed before nightfall. The next day being their
Sabbath, and a high day and a festival, they were par-
ticularly anxious that the bodies should not remain on
the crosses, so they begged Pilate to order the soldiers
to break the legs of the sufferers, in order to hasten
their death.

1732. When Pilate had given his consent to this new
cruelty, what did the soldiers do ?

They broke the legs of the two robbers, who were still
lingering ; but when they came to Jesus, they saw that
He was already dead, so “ they brake not His legs.”

1733. What did one of the soldiers do?

He thrust his spear into Christ’s side, and immedi-
ately there flowed from the wound blood and water.
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(It has been held by eminent medical authorities that
the water which flowed with the blood from His pierced
side .proves, for scientific reasons, that Jesus’ heart
actually broke with grief.)

1734. Who applied to Pilate for the body of Christ?

Joseph of Arimathea, a rich man, a member of the
Sanhedrin, and a secret follower of Christ. Ile had
probably not attended the meetings of the Sanhedrin
when Jesus had been condemned. When he knew that
Jesus was dead, he went boldly to Pilate and begged
for His body.

1735. How did Pilate receive the request ?

e doubted if the sufferer could be yet dead, because
death by erucifixion very rarely occurred under thirty-
six hours. When the centurion assured him of the
faet, however, he gave Joseph permission to take the
body of Jesus, which otherwise would have been thrown
with the bodies of the two thieves into a common grave
in the potter’s field.

1736. Who helped Joseph of Arimathea to take down
the body of Christ from the cross, and prepare it for
the tomb ?

Nicodemus, another member of the Sanhedrin ; the
same who came to Jesus by night to question Him.
Ie, too, was a silent follower of Christ, and had not
been present at Ilie trial.

1737. What did ke bring with him and for what
purpose ?

He brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about
twelve hundred ounces, with which to embalm the
body. Myrrh is the gum of an aromatic shrub; and
aloes, from its strong bitterness, was used to preserve
the bodies of the dead.
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1738. As it was late on the eve of the Jewish Sabbath,
what did Joseph and Nicodemus do ?

They hastily wrapped the body of Jesus, with the
spices, in some new linen which Joseph had brought,
meaning to return after the Sabbath and complete the
embalming.

1739. What did they then do?

Joseph owned a garden near Calvary ; here, in a
mass of solid roek, he had hewn a tomb for himself and
family. In this tomb, which had never yet been occu-
pied, Joseph and Nicodemus laid the body of Christ;
and when they had rolled a great stone to the entrance,
they departed.

LESSON LVIIL

St. MaTr. XXVII, 61-66 ; XXVIII. 1-8; St. MARK XV, 47;
XVI. 1-11; Sr. Luke XXIII. 55, 56 ; XXIV, 1-12 ; Sr.
Jorn XX, 1-18

1740. What women were present at the burial of
Christ ?

Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of Jesus, and
other women who had followed Jesus from Galilee.
They wished to complete the unfinished embalming of
Christ’s body, so they hurried home to prepare more
spices, to have ready early in the morning after the
Sabbath.

1741. It was then Friday evening, or the beginning
of the Jewish Sabbath ; what did the chief priests and
Pharisees do ?

They went to Pilate, saying, ¢ Sir, we remember that
that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three
days I will rise again.”



A LIFE OF CHRIST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 257

1742. What did these words of the Pharisees prove ?

That they had understood Christ’s true meaning,
when He had said, ¢ Destroy this temple, and after
three days I will raise it up,” although they had wil-
fully taught the people that IHe had referred only to
their great Temple.

1743. What did they ask Pilate to do?

“ Command therefore that the sepulehre be made sure
until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and
steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen
from the dead : so the last error shall be worse than
the first.”

1744. How did Prilate reply to their request 2

“Ye have a wateh ; go your way, make it as sure
as ye can.” By these words he granted their request,
curtly and angrily, as it were: ¢ Take a watch and
go ! »

1745. What did the priests and Pharisees do?

They went and made the sepulehre sure, sealing the
stone, and setting over it a guard of Roman soldiers.

1746. The next day was the seventh day, the Sabbath ;
during this day the women who had been at Christ’s
tomb resied, as their Jewish law commanded. What did
they do early the next day, the first day of the week, the
first Christian Sabbath and the first great Easter day?

Early in the morning, while it was yet dark, Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome (the
mother of John), and Joanna, and others with them,
set out for the sepulchre, taking with them the spices
they had prepared to finish the embalming of Christ’s
body. 3

1747, As they walked: logether, what did they say
among themselves ?

17
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“'Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of
the sepulchre ? ” for it was large and heavy.

1748. In the meantime, what does St. Matthew tell
us had happened at the tomb, early this Easter morn-
ing ?

¢« And behold, there was a great earthquake : for the
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and
rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.
His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment
white as snow. And for fear of him, the kecpers did
shake and became as dead men.” .

1749. When the women therefore drew near to the
sepulchre and looked up, what did they find ?

They saw the stone rolled away from the tomb, and
the Holy Body no longer there,

1750. While they stood amazed at this discovery, what
did Mary Magdalene do ?

She hurried back to Jerusalem, a half-mile distant,
and finding St. Peter and St. John, she said to them,
“They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre,
and we know not where they have laid him.” It had
not occurred to her that Christ had risen from the
dead.

1751. Meanwhile, as the women who had remained
were standing at the empty tombd, what occurred ?

There appeared to them one, or, as it seemed to
some, fwo angels, in shining garments ; and they were
afraid.

1752. What did one of them say ?

“Fear not ye : for I know that ye seek Jesus, which
was crucified.” ¢ Why seck ye the living among the
dead ? He is not here, but is risen.” ¢ Come see the
place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his
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disciples, that he is risen from the dead, and behold he
goeth before you into Galilee ; there shall ye see him :
lo, I have told you.”

1753. What did the women then do?

They hurried off to find the Apostles to tell them
the wonderful news, but their message was regarded
as an idle tale, for the Apostles could not believe that
Jesus had really risen.

1754. Meanwhile, what were St. Peter and St. John
doing ?

They had been running toward the sepulchre with
all speed, followed by Mary Magdalene. St. John, being
the younger and fleeter, reached the tomb first, and
looked in, but did not enter,

1755. What did St. Peter do?

When he had arrived, he entered the sepulchre,
followed by the more timid St. John ; and there they
found the linen clothes lying, and the napkin that was
about the Saviour’s head, folded and lying in a place
by itself.

1756. When St. Jokn saw these graveclothes thus
carefully arranged, proving that the body had not been
taken away in haste by an enemy, what did he do ?

He believed. We are only told of St. Peter that he
wondered. ¢ For as yet they knew not the scripture,
that he must rise again from the dead.”

1757, What did the two disciples then do ?

They went away again to their own homes, because
nothing more could be done at the tomb.

1758. Who still remained alone at the sepulchre?

Mary Magdalene ; she had followed St. Peter and
St. John back to the tomb, and still lingered near,
weeping.
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1759. At length, stooping to look into the tomd, what
did she see ?

“Two angels in white sitting, the one at the head
and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had
lain.”

1960. What did they say to her ?

“Woman, why weepest thou?” And she said,
‘“ Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know
not where they have laid him.”

1761. As she turned away, whom did she see?

Jesus, but knew not that it was He. And Jesus said
to her, “ Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest
thou ?”

1762. Whom did Mary suppose Jesus to be, and what
did she say to Him ?

She thought He must be the gardener, as He was
walking in the garden at this early hour, and she said
to Him, ¢ Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me
where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.”

1763. By one word, uttered in the tone she had loved
so well, Jesus made Himself known to her tn aninstant.
What did He say ?

“Mary!” Thus “He calleth his own sheep by
name.”

1764. In the joy and rapture of this recognition what
did Mary do?

She turned and looked into His face, erying, ¢ Rab-
boni, which is to say, Master.”

1765. What did Jesus say to her?

“Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my
Father ; but go to my brethren, and say unto them,
I ascend unto my Father, and your Father, and to my
God and your God.”
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1766. What is it generally thought Christ meant when
He said ““Touch me not ” ?

The translation gives a wrong impression. The
Greek verb does not mean to handle, to touch, but
rather, “to hold on to,” to cling to. He would teach
Mary that the old earthly intercourse was almost over ;
He was soon to ascend, and the new and heavenly inter-
course would begin. She must not want to keep Him
bodily on the earth.

176%7. What did Mary then do?

She went and told the disciples that the Lord had
risen and she had seen Him. She thus became the first
messenger of His resurrection to them, but the story
seemed so incredible, they would not believe it.

LESSON LIX.

St. MaTT. XXVIIIL. 8-15; ST. MARK XVI. 12, 13 ; St. LUKE
XXIV. 1349 ; St. Jony XX. 19-23

1768. To whom did Jesus next appear ?

To the other women, who scem to have returned to
the tomb ; when He met them He greeted them, saying,
“ All hail !” And they fell trembling at His feet, and
worshipped Him.

1769. What did Jesus say to them ?

“Be not afraid : go tell my brethren that they go
into Galilee, and there shall they see me.”

1770. What had become of the Roman guard stationed
at the tomb ?

They had gone to the palace of the High Priest, and
informed Caiaphas and Annas of the wonderful things
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which had happened at the sepulchre,and how the body
of Christ had gone.

1771. What did the chief priests then do ?

They called a meeting of the Sanhedrin ; a consul-
tation was held, and it was decided to offer the soldiers
large bribes to say that the disciples came and stole the
body away in the night, while they slept.

1772. This tnvolved some danger for the soldiers, who
might be punished if they admitted that they slept at
their posts. What did the Sanhedrin promise the
soldiers ?

That if the matter should come to Pilate’s notice,
they would persuade him (probably by bribes also) to
overlook it.

1778. What was the result ?

The soldiers ¢ took the money, and did as they were
taught': and this saying is commonly reported among
the Jews until this day.” St. Matthew alone relates
this incident.

1774. Our Lord had now appeared twice since His
resurrection, once to Mary Magdalene and once to other
women at the tomb ; we are told of five appearances on
that day of the resurrection ; to whom was the third
appearance ?

It wonld seem, from a notice by St. Paul (1 Cor.
xv. 5), and from St. Luke (xxiv. 34), that the third
appearance was to St. Peter, perhaps while still in the
garden.

1775, To whom was Christ’s fourth appearance ?

To two disciples, Cleopas, and another, whose name
is not given, neither of whom was an apostle. Early in
the afternoon of the resurrection day these two men
were walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus, a small vil-
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lage about six or seven miles distant ; they were talking
sorrowfully of the awful events of the last two days,
when Jesus drew near and joined them,

1776. Did they recognize Him 2

No. St. Luke tells us that their eyes were holden
and they knew Him not.

1777, On this account therefore, the two disciples
on their way to Emmaus did not at first recognize
their risen Lord. They stopped and looked at the
supposed stranger who had joined them, possibly dis-
pleased at the intrusion. What did Jesus say to
them ?

Ie asked them what they were talking about, that
they should seem so sad.

1778. What did Cleopas reply ?

“Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast
not known the things which are come to pass there in
these days ?”

1779, What did Jesus say to this?

“What things?” said Jesus. And they replied,
¢ Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet
mighty in deed and word, whom the chief priests and
rulers condemned to death and erucified. But we
trusted he would have redeemed Israel.’

1780. What else did they say ?

¢ Beside all this, to-day is the third day since his
death, and eertain women, who went early to the tomb,
have amazed us by saying that his body was not there,
and that they saw a vision of angels which said he was
alive ; but they saw him not.’

1781. To their surprise, how did Jesus answer
them ?

He rebuked them and said they were foolish, and slow
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to believe all that the prophets had spoken. ¢ Ought not
Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into
his glory 2 ”

1782. What did He then do ?

Beginning at Moses and the prophets, He explained
to them all the things in the Old Testament concerning
Himself ; how the prophecy was of the suffering as well
as of the glory of Christ.

1783. While He was thus speaking, they approached
the little town of Emmaus ; what occurred there ?

As they neared the village, Jesus would have gone
further, but they urged Him not to leave them, saying,
¢ Abide with us ; for it is toward evening, and the day
is far spent.” It is this verse which suggested the
beauntiful hymn, “ Abide with me, fast falls the even-
tide.”

1784. What did Jesus do?

He went with them, probably to an inn, and as they
sat at meat together, He took bread, and blessed and
brake it, and gave to them.

1785. What happened then ?

Immediately their eyes were opened and they knew
Him; and He vanished out of their sight.

1786. What did they say to each other ?

“Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the
scriptures ? 7

178%. What did they do?

They returned immediately to Jerusalem, found the
eleven Apostles together, and told them what had hap-
pened, and how they had recognized the risen Christ
in breaking of bread.

1788. How did they recetve the news?
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They said, ¢ The Lord is risen indeed, and hath ap-
peared to Simon.” (Peter.)

1789. What occurred in the evening of that first great
Easter day ?

As the Apostles and some others were assembled to-
gether, with closed doors, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
suddenly appeared in the midst of them and said,
“ Peace be unto you.”

1790. How were they affected by this sudden appear-
ance ?

They were greatly terrified, supposing they saw a
spirit. But Jesus said, “ Why are ye troubled ? And
why do thoughts arise in your hearts ? Behold my
hands and my feet, that it is I myself : handle me, and
see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me
have.”

1791. When He had thus spoken what did He do?

He showed them His hands and His feet, where the
prints of the nails were still visible. Overjoyed at the
thought that their dear Master was with them once
more, they were still afraid to believe it true, for very
joy.

1792. What did our Lord do to convince them still
Surther that He was no spirit?

He said, “ Have ye here any meat? And they gave
him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honey-comb.
And he took it and did eat before them.”

1793. What did He then tell them ?

That His death and resurreetion were but the fulfil-
ment of what was prophesied of Him in the law of
Moses, in the prophets, and in the Psalms,

1794. What occurred then ?

“Then opened he their understanding that they
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might understand the scriptures.” Thus the Apostles,
until then so slow and dull of understanding, received
the knowledge and power with which they henceforth
explained them.

1795. What words did our Lord add ?

That they were His chosen witnesses; and that
repentance and remission of sins, should be preached in
His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

1996. What did Jesus then say to them for the second
time ?

“Peace be unto you ; as my Father hath sent me,
even so send I you. And when he had said this, he
breathed on them, and saith unto them, Reccive ye
the Holy Ghost.”

LESSON LX.
St. Jorx XX. 24-29 ; XXI. 1-17

179%7. How many of the Apostles were present at this
Jifth appearance of our Lord on the resurrection day ?

Ten ; Thomas Didymus was not with them when
Jesus came.

1798. When the other disciples said to Thomas, *“We
have seen the Lord,” what did he say ?

“Except I shall see in his hands the print of the
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and
thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

1799. A week after this, as the Apostles were again
assembled together, what occurred ?

Suddenly, and without having opened the closed
doors, Jesus appeared among them, as before, and said,
““Peace be unto you.” This time Thomas was with
the other ten.
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1800. What did Jesus say to Thomas ?

“ Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side ; and
be not faithless, but believing.”

1801. Thomas must have been overcome with mingled
Jeelings of surprise, joy and shame, as he at last recog-
nized his Master; did he touch Jesus ?

‘Whether he touched Him or not is not recorded ;
but all his doubts were dispelled, and in his joy he
exclaimed, “ My Lord and my God.”

1802. What did Jesus then say to him 2

“Because thou hast scen me, thou hast believed :
blessed are they that have not seen and yet have
belicved.”

1803. Shortly after this appearance in Jerusalem,
whither went the disciples ?

The Passover being finished, they returned once
more to their old home in Galilee on the ILake of
Gennesaret.

1804. One evening as seven of the disciples, five of
whom are named by St. John, (Svmon Peter, Thomas,
Nathanael, James and John) were standing together on
the shores of the lake, what occurred ?

They had been through wonderful scenes, but they
must live, and as they stood watching the little boats
push out into the waters, the impulsive Peter felt the
longing for the old occupation come over him, and he
suddenly cried, “I go a fishing.”

1805. What did the others say ?

“We also go with thee.” So they entered into a
little boat, and taking with them their nets, they pushed
out into the lake to fish.

1806. What success did they have ?
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Although they spent the whole night on the water
they caught nothing. When the morning was come
Jesus stood on the shore watching them, but they knew
Him not.

1807. What did Jesus say to them ?

¢ Children, have ye any meat?” They answered
Him, ¢“No.” And He said to them, “Cast the net on
the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.”

1808. What was the result ?

They did as He told them, and the net was so full,
they were not able to draw it in.

1809. This must have recalled to the minds of the
disciples the miraculous draught of fishes of three years
before.  Who was the first to recognize Jesus ?

St. John said to St. Peter, “It is the Lord.” The
impulsive Peter was always the first to act, and the
thoughtful, intelligent John, the first to perceive and
understand.

1810. When Simon Peter understood that it was the
Lord, what did he do ?

Filled with joy, and eager to join his beloved Master,
he cast himself into the sea and swam ashore.

1811. What did the other disciples do ?

They followed St. Peter in a boat, bringing with them
the fish, and when they were landed, they found a fire
of charcoal, and fish laid thereon and bread.

1812. What did Jesus then say ?

“Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.” Simon
Peter went and drew in the net which contained one
hundred and fifty-three large fishes, and for all there
were so many, yet was not the net broken.

1813. What did Jesus say next ?

“Come and dine.” St. John tells us that none of
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them durst ask Him, ¢ Who art thou ?” Though they
felt sure it was the Lord, yet they refrained from curi-
ous questioning,

1814. So they all sat down together to this early morn-
ing meal. When it was over, what did Jesus say to St.
Peter ?

“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than
these?” And Peter answered, “ Yea, Lord ; thou
knowest that I love thee.” !

1815. What did our Lord mean by ““more than
these” ?

There are three meanings possible ; first, He might
have meant, ¢ these things ” his boat, his nets, his old
life ; secondly, He might have meant, Lovest thou me
more than thou lovest thy companions ? thirdly, Lovest
thou me more than thy eompanions love me ? The last
is the most probable.

1816. What boast had St. Peter made before the
erucifizion, and how had he failed ?

He had boasted that he would die for Christ, and
though all the rest might deny Him, he never would.
And yet, on the night of Christ’s trial he denied Him
three times. Jesus wished to recall this boast, and
asked him if he still thought himself more devoted than
the other disciples.

1817. We see by St. Peter’s answer, tn which he does
not compare his love to that of the others, that he had
learned not to trust himself. What did Jesus say,
when St. Peter replied, *“ Yea, Lord, thou knowest that
1 love thee” ?

“TIe saith unto him, Feed my lambs.”

1818. What did Jesus say a second time to Peter ?

“Simon son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” And again



270 A LIFE OF CHRIST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

St. Peter answered, ¢ Yea, Lord : thou knowest that I
love thee.” And Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

1819. What did Jesus say the third time?

¢ Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ?” St. Peter
was grieved at being asked the same question three
times, and he said, “Lord, thou knowest all things ;
thou knowest that I love thee,” And Jesus said, ¢ Feed
my sheep.”

LESSON LXI.

St. Joun XXI. 18-24 ; St. MaTT. XXVIIIL. 16-20; AcTts I. 3-12;
St. Luke XXIV. 50-53 ; St. Marx XVI. 19, 20

1820. St. Peter had denied hvs Lord three times,
therefore Jesus made him affirm his love three times. In
what words did our Lord then foretell St. Peter’s death
and the manner of vt ?

“When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and
walkedst whither thou wouldest : but when thou shalt
be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another
shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest
not.” And when he had spoken thus, He said unto him,
“Follow me,”

1821. What did He mean by these words?

He prophesied the martyrdom of St. Peter, who was
crucified at Rome, over thirty years later. The tradi-
tion is that he requested to be crucified head downwards,
because he was not worthy to die the same death as his
Lord.

1822. Then St. Peter turning, saw St. John ; what
question did he ask Jesus concerning him ?

“Lord, and what shall this man do?” Jesus an-
swered, “If T will that he tarry till I come, what is that
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to thee ? follow thou me.” St. John’s lot was to wait,
while St. Peter’s was to die.

1823. A4 second time Christ appeared to the Eleven in
Galilee. What can yow say of this appearance, and
who were present ?

It occurred on a mountain, whither Jesus had
directed them to go, and there were probably present
the five hundred brethren, of whom St. Paul speaks.
(1 Cor. xv. 6.)

1824. What did the people do when they saw him ?

Some doubted whether it were really He, but when
the Eleven saw Him, they worshipped Him.

1825. What charge did Jesus give to the Eleven ?

“(xo ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world.”

1826. Since His resurrection, what had our Lord
taught His disciples?

That He could be with them always and yet be
unseen by them. Thus they could the more easily
understand and believe this blessed promise.

182%7. Our Lord, after His resurrection, was the same,
yet not the same ; describe the change.

In His hands and feet were the nail prints, in His
side the spear wound, the tones of Iis voice were the
same ; He ate with Ilis disciples, talked with them and
blessed them ; yet Iis risen body was not subject to
the laws of time and space; He appeared suddenly
through closed doors, and vanished just as suddenly.

1828. When the Apostles had tarried in Galilce
about @ month, whither did they go?



272 A LIFE OF CHRIST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

They returned to Jerusalem as the Feast of Pentecost
was at hand.

18R9. What was that feast ?

The Harvest Feast. Its principal feature was the
offering of two leaven loaves made from the new
corn,

1830. As the Apostles were assembled together in
Jerusalem how did Jesus appear to them ?

St. Paul tells us (1 Cor. xv. 7) that after that, He
was seen of James ; then of all the Apostles.

1831. What directions did He give them ?

“Behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you :
but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endued with power from on high.”

1832. What did they ask of Him ? ;

¢ Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the king-
dom to Israel ?”

1833. What was Christ’s reply ?

“It is not for you to know the times or the seasons
which the Father hath put in his own power. Bnt ye
shall reeeive power after that the Holy Ghost is eome
upon you.”

1834. How long after His resurrection, did Christ
remain on earth ?

Forty days.

-1885. At the end of the forty days what occurred?

Jesus led the Eleven out of Jerusalem as far as Beth-
any, on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, and
lifting up His hands, He blessed them, and while He
blessed them, He was parted from them; and a eloud
received Him out of their sight, and He was carried up
into heaven.

1836. As they gazed in wonder, with upturned faces
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at the luminous cloud which enclosed their Lord, who
appeared to them ?

Two angels in shining white raiment, who said, “ Ye
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
this same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye¢ have seen him go
into heaven.”

183%7. After this wonderful scene of the Ascension,
what did the Eleven do ?

They returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were
continually in the Temple, praising and blessing God.

1838. Why could they be joyful when they had lost
Jorever the visible presence of their dear Lord ?

Because of His parting promise : ¢ Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.” All their
doubts were cleared away ; at last they understood the
Kingdom of Heaven ; it was in their own hearts, and
it made them glad.

1839. Where in the New Testament do we find the
subsequent history of the Apostles and their work ?

In the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, which opens
with an account of the Ascension of Christ.
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