








The History of the Inquisition. err
ready abfolutely to obey the Commands of the Church, and to acknowledge that Truth
which they have fupprejfed or denied, altbo' fuch are without Doubt, according to

the Statutes ofour Lord the Pope, to be thrufl into perpetual Imprifonment ; yet in-

afmuch as we have underjlood that you have found in feveral Parts
t

fo great a Mul-
titude of them, as that there is not only not Money enough, but neither Stones nor
Mortar fujficient to build Jaylsfor them, our Advice is, that you defer their Impri-
fonment as you think, it convenient, till our Lord the Pope himfelfbe morefully ad-
vifed concerning their Number, except pojfibly any of them Jhould be fo very wicked^
as that there is too much Reafon tofear that they will be impenitent, or efcape, or

relapfe, or corrupt and diflurb others. Such Perfons are to be fent without farther
Belay to a fecure and perpetual Jayl. In our Times this antient Confinement or
perpetual Imprifonment, is feldom or never ufed ; but the Bifhops and Inqui-
fitors often change it for a Confinement in fome Monaftery.
But akho' in our Ages the perpetual Jayl is not made after the fame Man- DireX/

ner in which it was formerly built, yet Pegna is of Opinion, that fome cer-?- >- com >

tain Houfe ought to be procured, and made ufe of as a perpetual Jayl, in
Io8t

which thofe who are to be fhut up mould dwell ; becaufe otherwife he can't
underftand how Penitents can perform the Penances enjoined them. The Ol-
der to be obferved in thefe Things is provided for by the Madrid Inftrudtion,

An. 1 56 1. c. 79, 80. Thofe who are condemned to perpetual Jayl, (hall be configned

to the Keeper of fuch perpetual Jayl, who mufl be injoinedto keep the Criminals, and
to take Care that they fulfill the Penances injoin'd them, and to inform the Inquifitors

if they are negligent. Likewife let him take Care to affifl them in their Ncceffitiesy
by procuring for them the proper Implements according to every oners'particular Bu-
finefs or Trade; that they may hereby procurefomething for their own Support, and
thus better bear their prefent Mifery and Poverty. Alfo the Inquifitors are to vffit

their perpetual Jayl feveral times in a Tear, to fee how they live, how they are
treated, and what their Condition is. And becaufe infome Inquifitions there is no per-
petual Jayl, tho* the Thing be very neceffary, they mujl procure fome Houfes for this

Purpofe -, becaufe if there be no fuch Jayl, it can*t be underjlood how thofe who were
reconciled, can fulfil their Penances, or thofe who are condemned to it be kept in Cuflody.

But this Cafe of obferving whether they fulfil the Penances injoined them was
formerly committed to fome Priefts, by the Council of Narbonne, c. 8. Let
the Care of obferving their Penances be committed by you to their proper Priefls, fo

that the Priefls themfelves having the Penances of theirfeveralParif}:ioners committed

to them, and carefully infpecling how they obferve them, they may inform, without

Delay, againft all Contemners, if any fuch there be to you, x>r to thofe whom you

faall appoint,- that you may proceed againf them according to the Form hereafter

defcribed.

The Manner of this Imprifonment is determined by the Council of Bitcrre,

c, 23, 24, 25. Take Care that each of the Perfons to be immured, have, according to

the Appointment of the Apojtolick See, feparate and private Cells, as far as it \
1

be done in the feveral Cities of the Diocefes that are corrupted, //>.:

pervert each other, either themfelves or others. But let not the exceeding Riga '

the JayIs dellroy them, but you pall caufe thofe who ere in Poff:i
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to provide for them in Neceffaries, according to the Statutes of the Council of Tho-
loufe, which thus determines, c. 10. " Let the Perfons who are immured be pro-

*« vided for in Neceffarics, according to the Difpofition of the Prelate, by thofe who
" are in Pofjejfwn of their Effetls. But if they have no Effects, let them be provi-

" ded for by the Prelate'* But this Punifhment or Penance of perpetual Imprifon-

ment, pall never, from the Beginning of it, be remitted to any of the aforefaid Cri-

minals, or commuted for another, unlejs it would either reflore Her eticks, orunlefsbe-

caufe of his Abfence his Children or Parents would be in imminent Danger of Death, or

for any other Caufe, which appears very jujl and reafonable. Let alfo the Wife have

free Accefs to her immured Hufband, and the Hufband to his Wife, that they may

not be denied to cohabit with each other, whether both be immured, or only one.

This Punifhment of Immuration is very difficultly difpenfed with, as the

Council of Biterre hath decreed, c. 24. and the Council of Narbonne, more
clearly, c. 19. As to Perfons to be imprifoned, we have thought proper to add this \

that no onejhall be excufed from the Jayl, neither the Hufband for his Wife, though

fhe be younger, nor the Wife for the Hufband, nor any onefor his Children or Parents^

or other Kindred, orfor Weaknefs or Age, or any other the like Caufe, without the

fpecial Leave of the Apoflolick See. However, the Inquifitors with the Ordina-

ries have now a Power of difpenfmg, excepting only that it is denied to the

Com, k>3. Inquifitors in Spain, by the private Sanctions of that Inquifition ; fo that the

Inquifitor General only difpenfes in this Cafe, even as he doth alfo with re-

flect to the Habit marked with CrofTes. After how long a Time this Difpen-

fation may be allowed, is left to the Pleafure of the Inquifitors, who, upon
confidering the Humility and Repentance of the Penitents, may remit this

Punifhment within a leffer while, or commute it for another. But 'tis gene-

rally remitted at the Expiration of three Years. But if this Punifhment of

the Jayl is injoined never to be remitted, 'tis generally difpenfed with at the

-End of eight Years. But the whole of this depends on the Inquifitors

Pleafure.

However, this Remiffion muft be granted with the Advice of the Dio-

cefans, as is ordered, lib. 6. decret. de baret. As to thofe who humbly obey your

Commands, and are Jhut up in Prifon, or in Jayl, upon the Account of Herefy, we
give you full Power, as you jhallfee fit, of mitigating or changing their Punifhment',

in concert with the 'Bijhops, to whofe Jurifdiclion they arefubjeft.

Thefe Remiffions may alfo be obtained with Money, by which Perfons may
redeem themfelves from Jayl, and the Habits of their Guilt ; and this Me-

GonfaW. thod of Redemption ufed to be very common in Spain , becaufe, as the

p. 166. " King granted certain Redemptions of thefe Sambenito's to the Court young
" Ladies and Gentlemen, he who received the Grant, diligently enquires

" where, and who the Perfons are that are fubject to this Punifhment, and
<c who are moft inclined and able to redeem it, with whom he afterwards

" agrees about the Price, as he beft can, either for more or lefs, taking into

" the Account the Perfon that buys it off, and the Sambenito it felf. Such as
<c

are irremifTible, the Price is dearer ; fuch as are ordered to perpetual

" Imprifonment, 'tis cheaper. Such which are but for a Time, and de-
" pending
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ic pending on the Inquifitor's Pleafure, cheaper yet j and fuch which depend
" on the Inquifitor's Pleafure only, cheapeft of all. The King alio fometimes
tc

fhew'd the fame Liberality to fome others, who prayed to be aflifted with
" the Money arifing from thefe Sambenito's, to redeem their Brethren of
" Kindred from Turkiflo or Moorijh Captivity. But if any one defires thus to be
u

freed from his Sambenito, 'tis neceffary before all Things, in order ro ob-
" tain his Defire from the King, that he before-hand fecure the good Will of
81

the Inquifitors and Secretaries. For otherwife, tho' the King himfelfmould
" grant it, and the Money be paid down, they would ufe all their Endeavours
" to fruftrate it, and would cunningly and malioioufly throw in effectual Ob*
tf

ftacles, even by this fingle Expreflion, viz. that the King ought to be bet-
* c

ter informed of the Affair, and even the Pope himfelf, if he fhould have
tc happened to grant the Abfolution. And if the Matter mould come thus
ct

far, it would be eafy for them, before not over-fcrupulous, to invent this
" Anfwer, that the Perfon was not fo throughly purged from his Guilt, as to
" render it fafe for him to be fet at Liberty.

Befides this Condemnation to perpetual Imprifonment, fuch Perfons are

alfo injoined other Penances, viz. Sometimes to ftand in the Habit marked
with the Crofs at the Door of fuch a Church, fuch a Time, and fo long,

viz. on the four principal Feftivals of the glorious Virgin Mary of fuch a
Church, or on fuch and fuch Feftivals, at the Gates of fuch and fuch Churches.
Concerning this there is a Decree extant of the Council of Biterre, c. 26.

where, afrer commanding that Penitents mould be prefent at divine Service

on Sundays and Feftivals, this is added, That on the Mafe of every Sunday and

Feftival, between the Epijlle and the Gofpel, they jhall pu'blicHy prefent themfelves

with Rods in their Hands, jlripped of their outward Garment, and with their Veil

or Hat off, to the Prieft celebrating Mafs in the Prefence of the People, and there ,

after having received Difcipline, the Priejl fhall declare, that they fuffer this Difci-

pline for heretical Pravity. Sometimes before they are fhut up in Prifon, they

are publickly expofed, viz. being cloathed with the Habit of the Croffes,

they are placed upon an high Ladder in the Gate of fome Church, that they

may be plainly feen by all, where they muft ftand till Dinner-time, after

which they muft be carried, cloathed in the fame Habit, to the fame Place,

at the firft Ringing to Vefpers, and there ftand till Sun fet ; and thefe Specta-

cles are ufually repeated on feveral Sundays and Feftivals in feveral Churches,

which are particularly fpecified in their Sentence. However, there is no
mention made in the Book of the Sentences of the Tholoufe Inquifition, of

fuch a Spectacle, on the Account of Herefy, but of two only who were con-

demned for falfe Witnefs. But if they break Prifon, or do not otherwife ful-

fill the Penances injoined them, they are condemned as Impenitents, and as

under the Guilt of their former Crimes ; and if they fall again into the

Hands of the Inquifitors, they are delivered over as Impenitents to the fecu-

lar Court, unlefs they humbly ask Pardon, and profefs that they will obey

the Commands of the Inquifitors. Thus 'tis determined by the Council of

Tholoufe, Let all fuch Hereticks or Believers of them, who, after they have [worn
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to obey the Commands of the Church, and either have, or have not obtained ths

Benefit of Abfolution, refufing to objerve and do the Penance of Imprifonment injoined

them, either by not going into Jayl, or getting out of it after their Entrance, or any

other Penance whatfoever, or thro
1
Contumacy, abfenting themfelves from receiving

it, thus become Rebels, and thus openly manife'fl their lmpeniiency and feigned Con-

verfwn, be left by you, without any farther Audience at all, to the fecular Judgment,

to be punifhed according to their Defert, Jmce 'tis fuffcient that they have mice deceived

the Church by a falfe Converjlon.

pecma They are now alio condemned to the Punifhment of the Gallies, becaufe

.$, theantient Practice of Immuration is at this Time feldom ufed. This is con-

firmed by Royas, p. 2. Affert. 15. §. 202. " It was a Cuftom very frequent
" and ufual in the Court of the Inquifition, that a Perfon condemned to a per-
" petual Jayl, mould be difpenfed with by the Inquifitor General, after three
<c Years. But that if any one was condemned to perpetual and unredeemable
" Imprifonment, if he appeared humble and truly penitent, he mould be dif-

" penfed with after eight Years. But now inftead of perpetual Imprifonment^
" Herei icks are condemned to the Gallies, provided they are not weak or aged.
" Such Condemnation muft not be for lefs than three Years, left the Exche^
" quer mould receive more Damage than Benefit by the Expences, Thus
<c

the fupream and general Council of the Inquifition hath decreed. Thefe
*c

are the Punifhments of Penitents.

Others will not depart from their Errors, but obftinately perfift in them
for a great while, and at length perhaps more thro' Fear of Death than the

Love of Truth, depart from them, or pretend to do it, and abjure ; and
therefore they don't give much Credit to their Abjurations. Such are ordina-

rily condemned to perpetual and ftrict Imprifonment, and to Iron Fetters and

Chains, where they are daily allowed the Bread of Grief for Meat, and the

Water of Affliction for their Drink. To this Purpofe is the Decree of the

Council of Biterre, c. 23. Take Care however, that, according to the Appointment

of the Apoftolick See, feparate andfecret Cells be appointed to fuch as are to be immu-

red, as it can be conveniently done in the feverat Cities of the corrupted Diocefes, that

they may neither be able to pervert themfelves or others*

The Inquifitors may alfo increafe thefe Penances, if the converted Perfons

want Devotion, or are malicious and quarrelfome, becaufe thefe Things fhew

that their Mind and Soul is far from being obedient to the Law of God, or the

Commands injoined them. Hence it is that the Council of JNarbonne gives this

Caution to the Inquifitors, c. 7. This Rejlriclion always carefully obferved,

that it may be lawful for you, or the other Inquifitors,. or thofe to whom the

Church of Rome jhall think proper to commit this Affair, or he to whom it

belongs by Office, according to your or their Pleafure and Will, to add to, or

take from the Penances injoined at any time for a reafonable Caufe» The
Council of Biterre gives this farther Caution, c. 22. Always retaining to your

felves this Power, that if you fhall think it expedient for the Affair of the Faith,

you may, without any new Caufe, bring back again the oforefaid Perfons to JayL
Hence alfo in the Book of the Sentences of the Tholoufe Inquifition, the Inqui-

2 fkors
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fitors ordinarily referve this Power to themfelves. And if the Inquifitor, ei-

ther thro' Forgetfulnefs, or other Caufes, hath not exprefsly referved this

Power to himfelf, he may neverthelefs increafe, change, remove, or leffcn

thefe Penances. According to C. Ut CommiJJi, de hseret. 1. 6.

CHAP. XXXIII.

When and howjar any one is to be admitted ^Penance,

'np I S a very important and difficult Queftion arrongft the Popifh Doctors,

X and very intricate, at what Time, and how penitent Hereticks are to

be admitted. And that it may be more diftinctly underftood, I will here
give the Opinions of three celebrated Doctors in this Matter. The firft

is Simancas, who ufes many Diftinctions in the Solution of this Queftion.
ct For either he is a concealed Heretick, difcovered by no one, and zccufes tit. 4 r,
<c

himfelf to the Inquifitors, and plainly confeffes his Errors. Such a one, §
<c without Doubt, is to be received, and ought not to be injoined publick
tc Penance, but is to befecretly abfolved. Or he hath been publickly an A-g. iff,
(C poftate or Heretick in another Kingdom, and before any one gave Evi-
u denceagainft him, he voluntarily returns to a found Mind, and asks Par-
u don and Abfolution from the Inquifitors. Such a one alfo is to be admitted,
" but he muft publickly abjure his Errors, and do wholefome Penance. But
cc he muft not fuffer the Punilhment of Imprifonment, nor wear the Habit
" of Penitents, i Inftrufl. c. 8.

" Or he comes to the Inquifitors thro' Fear of impending Proofs, and$. 49.
€t difcovers his Confederates in Wickednefs, and fully confeffes his Errors ;

" and fuch a one alfo, tho* Witneffes come in againft him, is to be reconciled
" to the Church, but is more gently to be dealt with -, for he muft not be con-
* c demned to perpetual Jay], nor wear for any confiderable Time the peni-
" tential Habit. Or he is already apprehended, and thrown into Prifon, and§. p.
Si

then confeffes his Herefies, and then his Confeffion is faid to be voluntary.
<c He alfo who upon Admonition confeffes his Herefies, before the Evidence 5. 51.
*' of the Witneffes is fhewn him, is to be kindly received, and not condemned
<c

to perpetual Jayl, becaufe he confeffes before he is convicted by Witnef-
" fes, 1 InJlruR. c. 1 1. Or he confeffes after the Accufation is publifhed, and 5- ;-•
<c

is then to be admitted, but punifned more feverely *, becaufe he would not
" confefs before he was informed, and made fully to underftand by the Accu-
*' iation of what Herefies he was accufed. Or he confeffes after being con-?.;;.
" victed by the Witneffes, i.e. after the Publication of the Evidence. For
* c

altho' fuch a one doth not feem to return voluntarily, who is fcarce perfuaded
1

at length to confefs his Errors, and beg Pardon, after being tired out with

the Difmalnefs of his Javl, after feveral Admonitions, after Accufation,

LI z " the
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" the Publication of the Evidence, fix hundred Perjuries, and feveral Months,

« 44.
" yet inafmuch as being in Prifon he confefTes of his own Mind and Will his

" Errors, without being compelled by Violence, he is adjudged to confels

6
" voluntarily. Farther, they think that he alio confefTes voluntarily,

9-453 4 •„ wh fe Confeflion is violently, i.e. by Torture drawn from him. For al-

" tho' the firit Confeflion is drawn from him by Torment, yet is it not fuffi-

c> dent to the Proof or Condemnation, unlefs he afterwards confirms it by
" a voluntary Confeflion. And therefore when the Criminal ratifies of his

" own Accord the extorted Confeflion, they fay he is not to be looked upon
" as acting herein unwillingly, nor his Confirmation as extorted by Force,
<c but that 'tis altogether voluntary, and that therefore if the Confeflion be
" juft that fuch a one is to be admitted : And 'tis then accounted juft, when
" the Penitent teftifies it with Tears, Groans, and Humility.

6 6
" 'Tisalfo farther inquired, whether a Perfon is to be received to the Bofom

t£ of the Church after the definitive Sentence, even till he is delivered to the fe-

" cular Court. Here the Laws determine that Penitents may be admitted
" till the definitive Sentence, but that afterwards there is no Place for Pardon
" and Mercy.

* j. The Opinion of Royas is different, who thus propofes and refolves it.

}fert. i<$.
(< 'Tis nofmall Controverfy amongft the Profeffors of the Law, until what
" Term and Time converted Hereticks are to be received. Some fay, if

" they immediately and voluntarily reiurn after the Difcovery of their Er-

6.192. " ror. Others, that Hereticks may return to the Faith after Sentence, and
<c

are then to be admitted, and may efcape the Punifhment of being turned

" over to the fecular Court. Others, that they may be received only till the

" pronouncing of the Sentence. Concerning which Matter the Seville In-

" ftru&ion treats, c. 12. and that of Madrid, An. 1561. c . 4. But ifnegative

" Hereticks are converted in a publick Act of the Faith, their Converfion
<c

is prefumed to be feigned and counterfeit, and that they are converted ra-
cC

ther thro' Fear of Death, than a Zeal for the Catholick Faith. For this
<c Reafon fuch a kind of Converfion is very feldom or never to be admitted,
" c

unlefs very urgent Caufes a rife, viz. if any one fhould confefs his Errors
tf with many Tears and Signs, and not only thofe of which he is accufed,

" but others alfo, and farther difcover his Accomplices, efpecially if they
" are Perfons related to him, and beloved by him. By thefe and other Cir-

" cumftances, which depend wholly on the Pleafure of the Inquifitors, it may
1C be examined whether the Converfion be real or feigned. Cap. Ut officium,

f< ^.fiverc, verfio, Provijbfolerter.

" Altho' the Converfion of Hereticks and their Confeflfron is to be waited
;

for during the whole Procefs of the Trial, yet he who at the Beginning of
' the Triul confefTes before Accufation, is to be condemned to Imprifonment
1 and the penitential Habit for a fhort Seafon •, but if he confefTes after Accu-
1

fation, his Punifhment and Penance is to be encreafed. But hewhocon-
' fefies his Herefies after the Publication of the Evidence, is to be condemned
1

to perpetual Prifon, becaufe'tis prefumed that he confefTes thro' the Fear

2 " of

f. 197.
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" of Proofs, and therefore fuch a Converfion is not without its Sufpicion. 1k-
" Jlrucl. Hi/pal. An. 1484. c. 14. In all the abovefaid Cafes the Effects are
" confiscated, according to the Cuftom generally obferved by all the Inquifi-
" tors. For 'tis in the Power of the Bilhop and Inquifitors to mitigate or
" change the Punifhment, even after the Sentence is palled. Cap. Ut CommiJ/it

«<
§. necnon, de hasret. 6. 1 Infirucf. Hi/pal. c. 8, 11. This Determination

" takes place to this Day, before the pronouncing of Sentence, but after 'tis

" pronounced, the Inquifitor General only can difpenfe with and change it.

" 5 Inftrutt. Hi/pal. c. 7. and 4 Inftrucl. Tolet. c. 7. But as to the Confiscation
<c of Effects, this is never left to the Pleafure of the Inquifitors, but the com-
" mon Law is ever to be obferved, becaufe, from the Time of the Commif-
" fion of the Crime, the Effects of Hereticks are ipfojure, confifcated. And
" therefore no one can deprive the Exchequer of this Right.

The third is that of Camillus Campegius, who feems rather to relate the 0-/« Zan-

pinions of others, than to propofe his own. " Some fay that in the Admif- chin.

** Ron to Penance there is need of a Diftinction. For either the Judge finds'7 - l6 -

<f the Perfon to be fome fimple young Man or Woman, or elfe otherwife a
ec Perfon of good Condition and Fame, who is fallen into the Crime of
cc Herefy. Such ought not to be denied to recant even till the very Sen-
" tence, and efpecially if there is Reafon to hope that they will lead a better
" Life for the future. Or elfe the Perfon is one of an evil Condition and
" Fame, found in other Refpects criminal, or he hath long perfevered in this

" Crime, or hath been otherwife lightly fufpeded of it, or one of whom there
" is no Reafon to hope there will be any future Amendment.The late Repen-
* { tance of fuch a one ought not to be admitted. Thefe Circumftances and
" Cafes confidered, the Judge may fooner or later admit them to Abjuration
<c and Penance.
" There are not wanting fome who determine that none are to be received

IC who do not return voluntarily, and without Force ; and that they only re-
" turn voluntarily who ask Mercy within the Time of Grace, without being
<l

previoufly informed againft by an Accufer; oratleaft whilll the Caufe re-

" mains untried, they themfelves not being corporally taken up, nor con-
" vidled by Proofs. For in thefe Cafes they don't appear to return voluntarily,

" but thro' Fear of be :ng npprehended, and of the Proofs. But this Opi-
" nion is rejected by others as too fevere -, becaufe it would follow from hence,
<c

that fuch a one, willing to return, could not be more gently treated than
<c an obftinate Perfon, in.fmuch as he muft be condemned without Hope of
<c Pardon equally with one obftinate. Befides, the Text, Extra, de bceret. c.

" ad abolendam, and C. penult, exprefsly fays, that Hereticks may be received
Cl

after the Difcovery of tneir Error.

By comparing thefe Opinions together, it appears, that they are all of this

Mind, that in order to any one's being admitted to Repentance, he mult ma-
nifeft it before Sentence is pronounced. They efpecially require that he fig-

nify it before Sentence given, or at leaft before Publication of it. But it he

remains impenitent,, he is perfuaded not only before he is brought out in Pro-

ceffion>
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ceffion, but even on the very Scaffold, and oftentimes, and mod earneftly ad-

monifhed to foifake his Errors and abjure. The Method of doing it is this.

The Sentences of the Penitents and Converts, if any fuch there be, are read

firft, and laft of all thofe of the Impenitents, if there are any. But before

the pronouncing of them, they are admonifhed before all the People to re-

pent, and at length to be converted, becaufe there is yet Room for Mercy.

If they fay they will be converted, they are carried back to Jayl, and ad-

mitted to Penance. If they perfevere obftinate and impenitent, the Sentence

is read, and they are delivered to the fecular Court, that being burnt in fight

of the People, they may fuller the Punifhments due to their Impenitency.

But however, as to thofe who do not convert themfelves till they are actually

on the Scaffold, and the Sentence is going to be pronounced, the Madrid In-

ftruclion, An. 1561. c. 44. advifcs, that they are not to be admitted to Pe-

nance but upon the moil extraordinary Considerations •, becaufe they appear

to be converted rather thro' Fear of inftant Death, than the Love of true

Repentance.

*, 104. 'Tis certainly the Opinion of Eymerick, that even fuch ought to be admit-

ted to Repentance. But Pegna, tho' he thinks this Opinion or Eymerick to be

thefafer, yet determines that to be the more ju ft, which leaves to Criminals

Room for Mercy only, till they are brought forth from the Jayls of the In-

quifitors, and that after this they are by no Means to be heard. Zanchinus

c. 16. §. + Ugolinus faith, that fuch a one is fo far to be received, as that he may efcape

the Punifhments of the Soul, i. e. the Punifhments of Hell ; and therefore

may be admitted to the Ecclefiaitical Sacraments, and abfolved from the Ex-
communication he was under, if he fhews Signs of true Repentance •, but

that he is by no means to be admitted to efcape corporal or temporal Pu-

nifhment, becaufe he came in too late who ftaid for his Sentence. Extra, de

haret. c. Super eo. 1. 6. Others fay this is wholly arbitrary, and depends mere-

ly on the Pleafure of the Judge, whereas others do not think it at all fafe,

that the Life of Penitents fhould depend on the Will of the Judges.

However, after Sentence pronounced, there is no farther Place for Pardon.

And yet there is one Inftance of Stephana de Proaudo, extant, in the Book
of the Sentences of the Tholoufe Inquisition, who, being judged an Pjeretick

the Day before, and left as an Heretick to the fecular Court (from whence it

appears that it was not then ufual for thofe who were left to the fecular Court

to be burnt the fame Day, on which the Sentence is pronounced, as is now
practifed in Spain and Portugal) feeing on the following Day, viz. Monday^

that the Fire in which fhe was to be burnt was made ready, faid, on that ve-

ry Day that fhe was willing to be converted to the Catholick Faith, and to

return to the Ecclefiaftical Unity. And when 'twas doubted whether fhe

fpoke this t'eignedly or fincerely, or thro' Fear of Death, and was anfwered,

that the Time of Mercy was elapfed, and that fhe fhould think of the Salva-

tion of her Soul, and fully difcover whatfoever fhe knew of her feif or

others concerning the Fact of Herefy, which fhe promifed to fay and

do, and that fhe would die in the Faith of the holy Church of Rome ; upon
this
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this the Inquifitor and Vicars of the Bifhop of Tboloufe called a Council
on the following Tuefday, and at length it was concluded, that on the follow-
ing Sunday fhe fhould confefs the Faith of the Church of Rome, recant her
Errors, and be carried back to Prifon, where it would be proved whether her
Converfion was real or pretended •, and fo ftrictly kept, that fhe might not
be able to infect others with her Errors. Eymerick alfo gives us an Inftance at
Barcelona in Catalonia, of- three Hereticks impenitent, but not relapfed, who
were delivered over to the fecular Arm. And when one of them, who was
a Prieft, was put in the Fire, and one of his Sides fomewhat burnt, he cried.

to be taken out of it, becaufe he would abjure and repent. And he was ta-
ken out accordingly. But he was afterwards found always to have continued
in his Herefy, and to have infected many, and would not be converted, and
was therefore turn'd over again as impenitent and relapfed, to the fecular Arm
and burnt.

The Author of the Hiftory of the Inquifition at Goa, gives us another In~cap, jfc
fiance of a very rich new Chriftian, whofe Name was Lewis Pezoa, who, with
his whole Family, had been accufed of fecret Judaifm, by fome of his' Ene-
mies, and who, with his Wife, two Sons and one Daughter, and fome other
Relations that lived with him, were all thrown into the Jayl of the Inquifition.
He denied the Crime of which he was accufed, and well refuted it, and de-
manded that the WitnefTes who had depofed againft him, mio-ht be difcove-
red to him, that he might convict them of Falfhood. But lie could obtain
nothing, and was condemned as a Negative, to be delivered over to the Arm
of the fecular Court ; which Sentence was made known to him fifteen Days be-
fore it was pronounced. The Duke of Cadaval, an intimate Friend of the
Duke d* Ave'ira, Inquifitor General, had made ftrict Enquiry how his Affair
was like to turn. And understanding by the Inquifitor General, that un-
lefs he confeffed before his going out of Prifon, he could not efcape the Fire,
becaufe he had been legally convicted, he continued to intreat the Inquifitor*

General, till he had obtained a Promife from him, that if he could perfuade
Pczoa to confefs, even after Sentence pronounced, and his Proceflion in the
Act of Faith, he fhould not die, tho' it was contrary to the Laws and Cuftom
of an Act of Faith. Upon that folemn Day therefore, on which the Act of
Faith was to be held, he went with fome of his own Friends, and fome that were
Pezoa's, to the Gate of the Inquifition, to prevail with him, if pofiibJe, to
confefs. He cam^ out in the Procefiion, wearing the infamous Samarre, and
on his Head the Casroch, or infamous Mitre. His Friends, with many Tears,
befought him in the Name of the Duke de Cadaval, and by all that was dear
to him, that he would preferve his Life, and intimated to him, that if he
would confefs and repent, the faid Duke had obtained his Life from the Inqui-
fitor General, and would give him more than he had loft. But all in vain,.

Pezoa continually protefting himfelf innocent, and that the Crime it ieW was
falfiy invented by his Enemies who fought his Deftruction. When the Pro-
cefiion was ended, and the Act of Faith almoff finifhed, the Sentences of thofe

who were condemned to certain Penances having been read, and on the Ap-
p.roacb'
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proach of Evening, the Sentences of thofe who were to be delivered over to

the fecular Court being begun to be read, his Friends repeated their Intrea-

ties, by which at lait they overcame his Conftancy, fo that defiring an Audi-

ence, and rifing up, that he might be heard, he faid, Come then let us go and

confefs the Crimes J amfalfly accufed of, and thereby gratify the Defires ofmy Friends.

And having confefTed his Crime, he was remanded to Jayl. Two Years

after he was fent to Evora, and in the Act of Faith walked in Procefiion

wearing the Samarre, on which was painted the Fire inverted, according to

the ul'ual Cuftom of the Portuguefe Inqu'ifiuon ; and after five Years more that

he was detained in the Jayl of the Inquifition, he was condemned to the

Gall ies for five Years.

t Ai Finally, Simancas propofes and refolves a Queftion concerning another Cafe,

§. 73. viz. " Whether an Heretick converted after a definitive Sentence, who fays

" that he will repent, and difcover other Hereticks to the Judges, and is

" upon that Account returned to the Inquifitors by the fecular Judge, and
tl makes a full Confefilon before them, is to be left again to the faid fecular

" Judge. This Queftion in the former Age was actually debated by the In-

" quifitors of Cuenca, and after thefupream Judges and skilful Men had been
<c confulted, they unanimoufly anfwered, that fuch a Penitent was not to be
<c

left again to the fecular Court ; both becaufe he had made a true Confef-

" fion before the Inquifitors, and therefore ought not to be delivered up by
" them, and becaufe the fecular Judge feems to renounce his own Right, by
" delivering to the Inquifitors the Heretick that had been turned over to
u him." Add to this, that 'tis neither confident with Goodnefs nor Equity,

that he who is now neither impenitent nor relapfed, fhould, upon any Ac-

count, be delivered over to the fecular Power.

CHAP. XXXIV.

How the P r o

c

e s s ends againfi a relapfed Penitent.

vireB T ^ ^ accu fed Perfon is found a Relapfe by his own Confefilon, but peni-

6.5.W.197. JL tent >
profefilng that he believes in a Catholick Manner, and is willing to

com. 45. return to the Unity of the Church, the Bifhop and Inquifitor fend to him two

or three good Men, and efpecially Religious, or Clergymen, zealous for the

tYith, neither fufpected by, nor ungrateful to him, who, upon fome conve-

nient Hour goto him, and after difcourfing with him in the firft Place con-

cerning the Contempt of the World, the Miferies of this prefent Life, and

the Joys and Glories of Paradife, do afterwards, in the Name of the Bifhop and

Inquifitor, difcover to him, that inafmuch as he is relapfed, he can't efcape

temporal Death •, and that therefore he ought to be careful of the Salvation

of his Soul, and prepare himfelf for the Confefilon of his Sins, and the Re-
ception
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/:eption of the Sacrament of the Eucharift. And thefe Admonitions they re-
peat till he hath confeffed his Sins, and humbly deftres that the Sacrament of
the Eucharift may be given him, becaufe the Ecclefiaftical Sacraments are
not to be denied to a relapied Penitent, if he humbly defires them. Cap.
per eo de haeret. lib. 6. After having received thefe Sacramen:?, and by this
Means being, in their Opinion, rightly prepared for Salvation, the Bifho-*
and Inquifitor order the Bailive of the Place, or the chief Magiftrate of the
fecular Court, to be ready with his Attendants fuch a Day or H^our, in fuch a
Street or Place, to receive from their Court fuch a Relapfe, which they will

deliver to him •, and that on the fame Day, or the Day before he fhall make
Proclamation by the Crier throughout the City, in all the ufual Places and
Streets, that on fuch a Day, Hour and Place, the Inquifitor will make a Ser-
mon for the Faith, and that he and the Bifhop will then condemn a certain
Relapfe, by delivering him over to the fecular Court.

Here they differ, whether a condemned Perfon may be delivered over to
the fecular Court, on Sunday, or a Holy-day. In many Cities of Europe 'tis a
Cuftom, that the Inquifitors do not deliver over to the fecular Court Re-
Japfes, or Impenitents, on a Holy-day, but on fome other ; and therefore the
Criminal, two or three Days before he is burnt, is removed from the Houfes
or Jayls of the Inquifitors, to the Jayls of the fecular Judges. But in Spain
and Portugal, all Things relating to the Act of Faith are done on fome Fe-
ftival, to ftrike the greater Terror into the People.

In like Manner they are not all agreed, whether when the Criminals are
delivered over to the fecular Court, the Act of Faith ought to be celebrated
within the Church, or without it. In Spain and Portugal fuch publick Acts of
Faith are held without the Church, and, generally fpeaking, in a large and
open Street or Market, and upon very high Scaffolds, that all the People
may more eafily and clearly fee, which could not be done fo conveniently

within the Church.

Matters being thus ordered, if the Perfon to be delivered over to the ie-*.
i

cular Court is in holy Orders, a Prieft, or of any other Degree, he is, before

-he is turned over, dripped of the Prerogative of the whole Ecclefiaftical Or-
der, or, as they call it, degraded, that being deprived of every Dignity that

might exempt him from the fecular Power, he may be delivered over
to it.

This Degradation is twofold, one verbal, the other actual. The verbal

is, when the Bifhop pronounces Sentence againft a Clergyman, by which he
deprives him of all Clerical Orders, or rather of the Miniftry or Execution
of thofe Orders, which is more properly Depofition. The actual is, when
the Clergyman is not only deprived by Sentence, but alfo deprived actually

and perfonally, ftripped and defpoiled of his Ecclefiaftical Orders j and this

takes Place in the Crime of Herefy, when the Perfon is to be deliver'd over

to the fecular Court. But if he is only to be perpetually imprifoned, tlicy

only make ufe of verbal Degradation.

Vol. II, Mm I*
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In order to an actual Degradation, a certain Number of Judges was for-

merly required. In the Cafe of a Bifhop, twelve Bifhops were requifite •, of a

Presbyter, fix Bifhops \ and of a Deacon, three. But becaufe in the Affair

of Herefy, it would be difficult for fo many Bifhops to afTemble, to degrade

a Religious, already judged by the Judges of the Faith, the Bifhop, accord-

ing to a Power granted by Gregory IX. calls together the Prelates, Abbots

and Religious Men of his Diocefe, to be prefent on the Day appointed for this

Ceremony. The Bifhop himfelf, cloathed in his Pontificalibus, aflifted by the

Prelaies of his Diocefe, places before him the Perfon to be degraded, cloath-

ed with all hisVeftments, juft as if he was going to divine Service, and de-

orades him from his Order, beginning with the higheft, and fo gradually de-

scending to the loweft. And as in conferring Orders, the Bifhop ufes a Form
of Words appointed by the Church for this Purpofe •, fo alfo in degrading,

when he de poles him from the Cloak and the Gown, and other Degrees, he

ufes Expreflions quite the contrary, by which he declares he deprives him

of this Order.

So that the conferring of Orders, and the Degradation from them are per-

formed in a Manner, and with Ceremonies directly contrary to each other.

For when Orders are conferred, they begin from the loweft till they gradu-

ally rife to the higheft. Firft, they confer the Order of the Door-keeper,

The Bifhop takes the Keys from the Altar, and delivering them to him
when he appoints a Door-keeper, fays, Do this as one who muji give an Account

to Godfor the Things locked up by theft Keys. The Bifhop ordains the Reader

with this Ceremony. The People being prefent at his Ordination, the Bi-

fhop delivers him a Book, in which are written the Things belonging to his

Function, faying, Receive it, and be thou a Rehearfer of the Word of God, and if

you faithfully and profitably fulfil your Office, have part with thofe, who from the

Beginning have adminijlred well the Word of God. The Bifhop ordains an Ex-

orcift, by delivering to him a Book, in which the Exorcifms are contained,

ufing this Form of Words, Receive and commit to Memory, and have Power

of laying Hands upon the Pojfejfed, whether baptized, or Catechumens. In the Or-
dination of an Acolythift, this Ceremony is obferved. After the Bifhop di-

ligently admonifhes the Perfons to be ordained of their Office, he delivers to

each of them Wax-lights, after this manner. Receive the Candleftick with the

Wax -light, and know that you are ingaged to light the Tapers of the Church, in the

Name of the Lord. Then he delivers to him the empty Flaggons, in which

they ferve up Water and Wine at the Sacrifice, faying, Receive the Flaggons

to minifler Wine and Waterfor the Eucharift of the Blood of Cbriji, in the Name of

the Lord. When the Bifhop ordains Sub-Deacons, he admonifhes them, that

the Law of perpetual Continence is injoined this Order, and declares that no

one is taken into the Order of Sub-Deacons, who is not voluntarily determi-

ned to fubmit to this Law. After this, when the folemn Prayer of the Li-

tanies is faid, he enumerates and explains what are the Duties and Functions

of the Sub-Deacons. When thefe Things are done, all thofe who are to be

erdained, receive from the Bifhop the Chalice and facred Pattens j and from

the.
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the Hands of the Arch- Deacon, to let them know that the Sub-Deacon is to
affift the Deacon's Office, the Flaggons full of Wine and Water, together with
the Bafon, and Napkin with which they wipe their Hands ; and the Bi-
ihop fays, Toil fee what Miniftr) is hereby committed to you, therefore I admc
you, Jo to behave your felves, as that ye may pleafe God. Be fides this, they uie
fome other Prayers» At Jaft after the Bifhop hath put the (acred Veftments on
the Sub-Deacon, at every one of which proper Words and Ceremonies are
ufed, he delivers him the Book of the Epiftles, and fays, Receive the .

Epifiles, and receive Power to read them in the hoh Church of God, as wellfor the

Living as for the Dead. In the Ordination of a Deacon the Bifhop ufes a grea-
ter Number of more folemn Prayers, and adds other Ornaments of facred
Veftments. Befides this, he lays his Hand on him, and finally delivers him
the Book of the Gofpels, with thefe Words. Receive Power to read

Book of the Gofpel in the Church of God, as well for the Living as for (be Dead* in

the Name of the Lord. The Bifhop ordains a Prieft with thefe Rites. In the

firft place, he, with all the Priefts who are prefent, lay their Hands on him ;

then fitting the Veft to his Shoulders, he brings it over on his Breafl in Form
of a Crofs •, after this he anoints his Hands with holy Oil, and delivers him
the Chalice with the Wine, and the Patten with the Hoft, faying, Receive

Power of offering Sacrifice to God, and of celebrating Majfes, as wellfor the Living

asfor the Dead. At laft he lays his Hands again upon his Head, faying, Re-
ceive the Holy Ghofi, whofe Sins you remit, theyjhail be remitted to them, and whofe-

foever you retain, they are retained.

Degradation is performed by Words and Ceremonies directly contrary. We
have an Inftance of this in the Book of the Sentences of the Tboloufe Inquifi-/c/. lo-
tion, in one John Philibert, a Presbyter, who had joined himfelf to the Val-

denfes, and whom by Order of the Pope, the Arch-Bifhop of Tooloufe, in the

Room of the Bifhop of Aux his Diocefan, who was dead, degraded from all

his Orders in the Prefence of the Abbots, and Prelates, or their Vicars, and

delivered over to the fecular Court. For after he was fet before them in his

Sacerdotal Veftment, they ftripped him of all his Ornaments, ufing certain

ExprefTions. The Chalice and Patten : We takefrom you the Chalice and Pal-

ten, andfirip and deprive you of the Office and Power of offering Sacrifice to God>

and of celebrating any Mafs. The Pri eft's Veft : We take from you the PriejVs

Habit or Vefi, fince you have defpifed to wear the eafy Yoke of the Lord reprefented

by it, and to preferve the Vefi of Innocence. [To this Ceremony there is another ui
immediately fubjoined, which was obferved in the Degradation of one James,***'-

a pretended Minorite. " After this the Bifhop immediately takes out the A- IuS *

" nointing, by flightly fcraping with a Piece of Glafs, fo as not to draw Blood,
" thofe Places of the Hands which had been anointed, drawing the Glaf»

" from the right Hand Thumb to the left Hand Fore- finger, and then

" again from the left Hand Thumb to the right Hand Fore-finger, as

" is the Manner when the Bifhop anoints any Perfon for a Prieft.

And thus by taking away all the Marks of the Priefthood, he is depri-

ved of the Ornaments of the other Orders.] The Surplice : We takefrom you the

M m 2 S«rfn
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Surplice, the Ornament of the Diaconal Office, fince you have not worn it as the Co-

vering of Gladnefs, and the Garment of Salvation. The Book of the Gofpels

:

We take from yon the Book of the Gofpels, and firip and deprive you of the Office and

Power of reading in the Church of God. The Diaconal Veft : We take from you

the Diaconal Veft, andfirip and deprive you of the Power of exercifing the Diaconal

Office. The Chalice, Patten, FJaggon, Water, Bafon and Napkin : We take

from you the Chalice, Patten, Flaggon, Water, Bafon, Napkin, the Inflruments of

the Sub-diaconal Office, and firip and deprive you of the UJe of them. The Sub-

Deacon's Tunick r We takefrom you the Tunick, the Ornament of the Sub-diaconal

Office, fince you have not ufed it to Righteoufnejs and Salvation. The Maniple * :

We takefrom you the Maniple, the Ornament of the Sub-diaconal Office, and we
firip and deprive you of the Miniflry defigned thereby. The Book of the Epiftles :

We take from you the Book of the Epiflles, and divefl and deprive you of the Power

of reading them in the holy Church of God. The Candleftick : We takefrotn you

the Candleftick, and divefl and deprive you of the Office of lighting the Tapers in the

Church. The Flaggon : We takefrom you the Flaggon, thatfrom henceforth, you may

not ufe it in ferving up Wine and Water for the Eucharifl of the Blood of Cbrifl,..

The Book of Exorcifms : We takefrom you the Book of Exorcifms, and deprive.

and divefl you of the Power of laying your Hands upon the Pojfeffed, whether bap~

tized, or Catechumens. The Book he received when made Reader : We take

from you the Book you received with the Order of Reading, and divefl and deprive

you cf the Power of reading it any more in the holy Church of God. The Keys l.

We takefrom you the Keys of the Church, and divefl and deprive you of the Office

and Power of keeping the Tilings locked up with tbofe Keys, and of opening or fout-

ting the Gates of the Church. By the Authority of- Almighty God, Father, Son±

and Holy Spirit, and alfo by the Power committed to us^. as aforefaid, in, this Affairy

we take from you the Clerical Habit, and depofe and alfo. degrade you, from all

Prieflly, and every other Order, and divefl and deprive you of every Clerical Ho-
nour, Benefice and Privilege. And therefore wefarther pronounce and declare to the

noble Perfon, the "Lord Guiardo Guido, Senefchalof Tholoufe, here prefent, that

he /hall receive you, thus degraded, into his Court. However, we earneflly require

and bejeech him, that he will fo moderate the Sentence concerning you, as to prevent

the Danger of Death, and maiming of Limbs. After thefe Things his Head is

ub.Ca- fhaved, before the fecular Court receives him. [This fhaving the Head is

X/
4

?o6
performed in this manner. The Bifhop begins to pull out fome few of the

Hairs of his Head with Nippers, after which the Barber finifhes it with a
Razor, fo that there remains on it no Mark of his Tonfure or Clericate.]

After the Degradation is performed, Sentence is pronounced againft him .

asaRelapfe, andheasfuch, altho* penitent, is call out of the Ecclefi?.f!:ic~.I

Court, and delivered to the fecular Arm. But they generally add this Claufo

to fucb Sentences, by which a Relapfe, or impenitent Heretick,. or any other,

is delivered to the fecular Arm. Neverthelefs we effectually befeech the faid fe~

iular Arm, that he will moderate his Sentence concerning you, fo as to prevent the

* Manipulus,. An Ecclefiaftical Vefhnenr, called alio the SudariHmt
which the Pncfls wear

en the Itfc Arm.

Fffuflorta
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Effufion of Blood, and Danger of Death ; according to Cap. Nwimus, de verb,

fign. where, after 'tis commanded that a Clergyman degraded mall be de-
livered to the fecular Court, 'tis added, For ivhom neverthelefs the Church ought

effectually to intercede, that the Sentence may be moderated, fo as to prevent Danger

of Death ; viz. leaft the Inquifitors, when they deliver Criminals to the fe-

cular Judges, mould feem to confent to the Effufion of Blood, and thereby
become irregular.

When this Sentence againfb a Relapfe is concluded, the Bifhop and Inqui-». zoo*-
fitor don't mew it to the Criminal, left he mould be enraged againft them •,

but they fend to him certain good Men, efpecially Religious or Clergymen,
not unacceptable to him, who difcover to him the Sentence to be pro-
nounced againft him, and the Death to be inflicted on him, to confirm him in

the Faith, to exhort him to Patience, to accompany him after his Sentence,
to comfort him, and pray with him, anl not to depart from him, till he
hath returned his Spirit to his Creator. But they muft diligently take Care,
that they do not fay or do any Thing by which the Death of the relapfed

Perfon may be haftned, viz. by exhorting him when condemned, to offer his

Head to the Executioner, or to go up the Ladder, or to fay to the Hangman
fo to direct his Sword, as to ft rike off his Head at one Blow, and not at fe-

veral, or to fay or do, or perfuade to any Things of like kind, by which his

Death would be fooner effected, altho' the fame would have hapned, altho'

thefe Words or Actions had never been ; becaufe they contract Irregularity

by thefe Things. Who would not believe that thefe Men detefted with all

their Soul every Effufion of Blood, who fo effectually intercede for the Con-
demned, and are fo extreamly careful not to fay or do any Thing by which
their Death may be haftned ? Here fome think, that fuch Penitents relapfed

ought to be allowed Ecclefiaftical Burial, as well as all other Catholicks. But
this is contrary to Law and Cuftom, becaufe their Bodies are burnt with Fire.

In thisRefpect however they are dealt more favourably with than the Obfti-

nate and Impenitent, inafmuch as thefe latter are burnt alive, whereas the

others are ftrangled before they are burnt, which, as Smaneas fays, is more
human, and leads to Repentance. Tit. 47. §. 17.

CHAP. XXXV.
How the Process ends againft an impenitent He re tick, and*

impenitent Relapse.

IF the a ecu fed Perfon be an impenitent Heretick, but not relapfed, he iVi

kept in clofe Imprifonment, and put in Chains, that he may not eicapc/'- >•

and infect others i nor is any one allowed to come to him, or tofpeak with '-

him, except the Keepers, who muft be good Men, and not fufpected con*
'*'

cerning the Faith, nor eafy to be deceived. In the mean 'while all Methods
muft be ufed for his Converfion, according to the Decree of the Council of
Stitcrr^ c, 17. Thofe who iviil not be conveyltd, be flow% as you-xovutnu tem

x
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condemn them, admonifloing them frequently by your /elves and others to cenfefs -, and

if they are finally objiinate in their Widednefs, caufe their Errors to be publickly

declared, in Deteflation of them, and leave them thus condemned to thefecular Powers

t relent, or their Ballives, according to the Apoftolick Command. Herewith the

Madrid Inftruction, An. 1561 . £.43. agrees. When the Criminal is negative,

and hath been legally convicted of the Crime of Herefy of which he was accufed, or

continues obfiinate, 'tis evidentfrom the Law that he ought to be delivered to the fe-

cular Court. However, infuch a Cafe, the Inpifitors ought greatly to endeavour

his Conversion, that at leafl he may die in the Grace of God. And here they mufl do

all they can confident with Piety. So that the Bifhop and Inquifitor frequently,

fomeiimes both together, fometimes apart, muft caufe him to be brought

before them, to refute his Opinions, and perfuade him into the Faith of the

Church of Rome. If he doth not fubmit to their Information, ten or twelve

Perfons are fent to him to inftruct him, learned Men, Clergymen of diffe-

rent Religions, and fecular Lawyers, who frequently converfe with him, to

fhew him that his Opinion is contrary to the facred Scripture, and the De-

crees of the Church of Rome. If he is not converted, he is not immediately

delivered to the fecular Arm, tho' he defires it, but is kept in Chains a long

while, half a Year, or a whole one, in a hard and clofe Jayl, that by the

Mifery and Diilrefs of his Imprifonment, his Conilancy may be overcome.

In the mean while he is frequently admonifhed, that if he perfifts he mull: be

burnt, and after this Life burn in Hell Fire for ever. But if he is not mo-

ved by this Calamity, he is removed into a fomewhac more comfortable

Jayl, andufed in a little kinder Manner. They alfo make ufeof Promifes,

that if he will turn, he mail experience the Mercy of the Judges. If they

can neither prevail with him by this Means, they fuffer his Wife and Chil-

dren, efpecially his little ones, if he hath any, and his other Relations, to

come to him, to break his Refolution and Conilancy. But if after all thefe

Methods ufed he perfifts in his Opinion, the Bifhop and Inquifitor prepare to

deliver him over to the fecular Court. When therefore the Sermon concern-

ing the Faith is held, the Inquifitor caufes his Faults and Herefies to be read

over by the Notary, or fome other Clergyman, and then asks him whether

he will depart from his Herefies and abjure them? If he confents to abjure,

he is admitted •, and having made his Abjuration, he was condemned in the

Times of Eymerick to perpetual Imprifonment, becaufe he was believed to

abjure rather thro' Fear of Death than the Love of Truth. And if he was a

Clerick, he was degraded from his Orders, by a verbal Degradation only,

i. e. he was depofed from the Function of his Miniftry.

But if in this Condition he will not repent and abjure his Opinions, as is

commonly the Cafe with fuch Perfons, he is condemned as an obftinate Here-

tick, and as fuch delivered over to the fecular Court. Cap. ad abolenctam,

§. Prczfenti, Extrav. de hasret. And whilft the fecular Court is performing

its Duty, lbme good Men, and zealous for the Faith, may attend him, and

perfuade him to the Catholick Faith, and exhort him as yet to turn from his

JErrors. And 'tis the Opinion of Eymerick, that if even then he will be con-

.1 verted,
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verted, he may be admitted to Repentance. But Pegna judges it more fafe,

not to receive him by any Means, aJtho' he promifes a thoufand times his

Converfion •, both becaufe 'tis provided for by no Law, and becaufe Ex-
perience fhews us that Perfons thus received, feldom or ever become crood.

Ifan Heretick impenitent or relapfed be prefent, the Bifhop and Inquifitor,

in Prefence of the Magiftrate of the fecuJar Court, Cap. Excommunicamus,

1, 2. Extrav. de hczret. declare him impenitent, or relapfed, caff, him our.

from the Ecclefiaftical Court, and leave him to the fecular Arm, or to the

Jurifdiction of the fecular Court. And the fecular Court, which is in that

Place, receives him as one left to their Court and Arm. If he be abfent

and fugitive, he is by Sentence declared impenitent or relapfed, and call out
from the Ecclefiaftical Court, and left to the fecular Arm ; and whenever the

fecular Court can lay hold of him, he is punifhed as one obnoxious to that

Court, according to the Nature of his Crime, Cap. ad abolendam, §. Pra-
fenti, Extrav. de hasret.

If the accufed Perfon be an Heretick impenitent and relapfed, all Reme-w. 105.

dies are to be made ufe of for his Converfion, and he is clofely and carefully

confined, and no one admitted to him. But he can't efcape Death. And
therefore they exhort him, inafmuch as he can't avoid the Punifhment of
Death, to confult at leaft the Salvation of his Soul, to confefs and receive the

Sacrament of the Eucharift. Behold the amazing Charity of thefe reverend

Fathers, who when they deliver a penitent Criminal to Death, are fo folici-

tous about the Salvation of his Soul ! But whether he repents or not, he is

delivered to the fecular Court, with a very earneft Intreaty, fo to mitigate

their Sentence concerning him, as to prevent the Effufion of Blood, and Dan-
ger of Death.

CHAP. XXXVI.
How /^Process ends againjl a Negative Heretick committed.

IF the Perfon accufed be found in Herefy either by the Evidence of the Dheff.

Fact, or the legal Production of WirnefTes, and yet he doth not confefs/»- >•

it, but perfifts in the Negative, he is at this Day called a convicted Ncga- "

tive Heretick. Concerning thefe the Council of Biterre hath thus determined."''

Cap. 6, 7, 8, 9. As to tbofe who are Criminals, and contemn to appear within the

'Time of Grace, or malicioufly fupprefs the Truth, let each of them be cited by Name
in their Turn ; and if they will not confefs the Truth found againjl them, read over

to them the Heads of the Matters in which they are found criminal, and dijeover to

them the Depofitions of the Witnefjes, and granting tkevi competent Times, and al-

lowing them the Liberty of defending themfehes, receive candidly their legal Excep-

tions and Replications. And if they fail in their Defence, al/ign them a competent

peremptory Timefor their Sentence, and condemn them, unlefs they will of their own
Accord confefs the Crime proved againjl them. For they are not to be received to

Mercy whiljl they perfijt in their Denial, how much foevcr they fubmit themfdves to

tk& Will of the Church. Thus a Ifo the Council of Narbotme, c, 26. But if any

u
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• • is no! afraid objl'viately to deny bis Fault, upon account of which he ma) be judged

a Believer of Hsretkks, or an Heretick, and which is fully proved by Witneffes, or

other Proofs, as long as he perjifls in this Denial, tho' otherwife he may pretend

Converjion, he is, zvilhout Doubt, to be accounted an Heretick. For he is evidently

impenitent, who witt not corfejs his Sin. In Spain the fame Opinion and Sentence

is openly declared for by the fir it Seville Inftruction, An. 1484. cap. 14.

where alio 'tis provided, that as often as fuch a Cafe fhould occur, the Inquifi-

tors fhould diligently inquire into the Life and Manners of the Witneffes.

Pegna, An Heretick is alio judged to be impenitent, altho' he protefts himfelf to be
inDheS. a Believer, not only when he is conv idled of the Herefy he hath faid, but
part. 5. a i|" of any heretical Fad, by which he may be judged to be an Heretick, or

Believer of Hereticks. This is to be underftood of one, who denies the here-

tical Fact of which he is legally convicted ; and not of him who confeffes

fuch heretical Fact, but denies the evil Intention. And thefe are the Reafons

alledged why fuch a one may be condemned as an impenitent Heretick. Be-
caufe if the Herefy of fuch a Negative is fully and legally proved, it ap-

pears to the Church, that fuch a one is an Heretick, and therefore unlefs he

confeiTes and detefts his Errors, he is defervedly delivered to the fecular

-Court, as an impenitent Heretick. Befides, he who doth not admit the Er-

rors legally proved againft him, doth not fatisfy the Church, tho' he protefts

that he holds the right Faith, the Church firft demanding Satisfaction for the

Herefies proved, which he denies that he ever faid. And therefore not being

amended, he may be condemned as an Impenitent, becaufe Pardon of Sin is

granted to no one without Amendment. And finally, Confefllon is neceffary

to true Repentance, nor doth he deferve to obtain Pardon, who doth not ac-

knowledge his Sin -, and therefore as a Negative doth not confefs his Crime, he

is accounted as Impenitent, and therefore is defervedly to be left to the fecu-

lar Court. Nor let any one affirm, fays Pegna, that he is by this Means unjufily

condemned, nor complain of the Ecclefiadical Judges, or of the Judgment of the

Church which hath thus determined, and which doth not judge of any Thing that is

fecret. But if itjhould happen that any one is convitledby falfe Witneffes, let him bear

it with Patience, and rejoyce that he fuffers Deathfor the Truth. But before iuch

a Sentence can take place, 'tis, according to their Doctrine, required : Firft,

that the Perfon be convicted either of true and formal Herefy, viz. faying

there is no Purgatory, and not of a fcandalous, ram or ill-founding Af-

fertion, and the like ; or of Facts from which arife Herefy or Apoftacy.

And here there is Need of great Prudence. Secondly, 'tis required that the

heretical Words, of which a Negative is convicted, be certain and clear, and

not dubious or doubtful, capable of a double Senfe, one heretical, the other

catholick ; becaufe as doubtful Expreflions are to be interpreted in the belt

Senfe, the Catholick Senfe is to be received, and the heretical Senfe re-

jected. Thirdly, that one guilty of an Herefy which he denies, be convicted

by legal and proper Witneffes, above all Exception, and not by Enemies, or

fingle Witneffes, or others unfit. Fourthly, that the heretical Fact or

Saying, of which the Criminal is convicted, be lately done, and not an old

Matter,
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Matter, which the Criminal may be fuppofed likely to have forgot; becaufe
in a Matter done a great while ago, fuch Forgetfulnefs may be prefumed
Laftly, that a Negative be convicted by Witnefies to have afierted, that he
doth 10 believe himfelf, and that others ought to believe to too.

Such a Negative is kept in hard Confinement, and laid in Irons, and is by
the Bifhop, Inquifitor, and others oftentimes admoniflied to confefs the
Truth, with the Hopes of Mercy if he doth, and the Threatning of beine
delivered to the fecular Court if he perfifts in the Negative. If he ftill perfifts
in the Denial, the Bifhop and Inquifitor, either feparate, or together, pri-
vately examine the Witnefies themfelves, and by other good Men, and ad-
monifh them to tell them the Truth privately, that the accufed Perfon may
not die unjuftly. If the Witnefies perfift in the Affirmative, and the Party
accufed in the Negative, they are examined with greater Care s not that the
Witnefies are confronted with the Perfon they accufe, that they may be ex-
amined together. 'Tis only recommended to the Inquifitors to ufe Prudence
in fearching out the Truth, left it fhould happen that an innocent Perfon, who
can*t fully defend himfelf, fhould be unjuftly condemned. Thus the Madrid
Inftruction orders, An. 1561. c. 38. That the InquifitorsJhould carefully confider

in the Defences of the Criminals , that being confined in fecret Jayls, they can't fo
conveniently defend themfelves , and that therefore they ought to fupply this Defetl by
their Diligence and Prudence, in inquiring particularly into the Life, Manners, En-
mity or Confpiracy of theWitneffes. If any .one of the Witnefies faulters, or if

there are other Signs againft him, they are taken notice of, that the Truth
may be found out. If they are found falfe Witnefies, or if they retract their

Evidence, the accufed Perfon is pronounced and difmified as innocent, and they
themfelves condemned to perpetual Imprifonment, and oftentimes expofed as

publick Spectacles upon Ladders before the Gates of certain Churches, and
their Lives only mercifully fpared them. But if the W7

irneflfes periift, and
the accufed Perfon perfifts alfo in the Negative, having been kept in Jayl for

a competent Time, viz. a Year, heisatlaft, by the Sentence of the Bifhop
and Inquifitor, caft out of the Ecclefiaftical Court as obftinate and impenitent,

and delivered over to the fecular Arm. So that if it fhould happen that he is

accufed by falfe Witnefies, and is really innocent, the miferable Wretch, tho*

falfty condemned, is delivered to the Power of the fecular Court, to be burnt
alive; nor is it lawful for him, without the Commiflion of mortal Sin, as thepegn^,

Roman Doctors think, to fave his Life, by falfly confefling a Crime he hath/>. 567,

not committed. And therefore in this Cafe, tho
1
it may feem very hard to fuch

a Negative to die when he is innocent, and for this Reafon he may pofilbly

believe it lawful for him to confefs the Crimes objected to him to fave his Life,

yet this is not to be fuffered by any Means ; and therefore 'tis the Duty of the

Divines and Confeflbrs, who comfort fuch a Negative, and attend on him to

his Punifhment, to perfuade him to difcover the Truth ; but to caution him
by all Means not to acknowledge a Crime he hath not committed, to avoid

temporal Death ; and to put him in Remembrance, that if he patiently en-

dures this Injury and Punifhment, he will be crowned as a Martyr.
Vol, II. JS

T
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3Tis however evident, if the Practice of the Portugal Inqmfition be confide -

red, that the Inquifitors are not fo very folicitous about the eternal Salva-

tion or thofe they condemn, as they are to confult their own Honour by the*

Criminals ConfefTions even of falfe Crimes. "We have feen the Inftance of

Le-zvis Pecoa, given in Chapter xxxiii. who being led forth in folemn Proceflion

at an Act of Faith, and being at laft overcome by the continued Prayers and

Tears of his Friends, faid, Come then, let us go and confefs the Crimes 1 amfalfly

accufed of, and thusfatisfy the Defires of my Friends ; and having made his Con-

feflion, he was faved from the Sentence of Death. The fame Hiftory of the

Inquifition at Goa, in the preceding Chapter, gives us another not lefs re-

markable Inftance, of a noble Portuguefe, defcended from the Race of the

new Chriftians, who was accufed of Judaifm. But as he did moft firmly de-

ny the Crime objected to him, nothing was omitted that might perfuade him-

to a Confefli'on of it ; for he was not only promifed his Life, but the Reftitu-

tion of all his Effects, if he would confefs, and threatned with a cruel Death;,

if he perfifted in the Negative. But when all this was to no purpofe, the In-

quifuor General, who had fome Refpect for him, endeavoured to overcome

his Conitancy by Wheedling and other Arguments ; but when he conftantly

ref ufed to confefs himfelf guilty of a Crime he had not committed, the Inqui-

Ikor General being at laft provoked by his Firmnefsj faid, What then do you

mean ? Do you think that w£ willfuffer our felves to be charged with a Lye ? And'

having faid thi3 he went oft'. Thefe Words of this Judge, fays the Hiftory,

carry in them a very unbecoming Meaning, and raife Reflections difhonourable

enough to the holy Office. For 'tis almoft the fame as if he had faid, we will

rather deliver you, tho' innocent, to the Fire, than fuffer any one to believe

that you were unjuftly imprifoned by us. When the Act of Faith drew near,

the Sentence of Death was pronounced againft him, and a Confeflbr allowed

him to prepare him for Death. But at laft he funk under the Fear of his ap-

proaching dreadful Punifhment, and by confefling on the very Day of the

lA.ct of Faith the Crime falfiy faftned on him, he efcaped Death *, but all

his Eftate was conhTcated, and he himfelf condemned for five Years to the

Gallies,.

ftt.t.i. Carena obfervesr that it fometimes happens, that a Negative Heretick,
$* IC ' given over by the Inquifitors to the fecular Arm, cites and challenges them to

the Valley of Jebofaphat, or the Tribunal of God. But if it appears to the

Judge that he hath proceeded juftly in the Condemnation of a negative He-
retick, he ought not to be afraid of his Citation. But if the Judge mould net

be certain of the Juftice of his Sentence, but perceived any Difturbance in his

Mind when he pronounced it, then 'tis his Duty more maturely to inquire in-

to all Circumftances, that the former Sentence may be either revoked or con-

firmed. In the mean while they fay, that if fuch Citation and Appellation

be made not thro' Hatred and Revenge, but with a good Defign, that his

Innocence may appear, and his Family be preferved from Infamy, it is

'awful,

.

Becaufe
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Becaufe Negatives conftantly deny the Crime of Herefy, and profefs that

they are, and always were Catholicks, and are willing to die in the Faith of
the Catholick Church, they are firft ftrangled before they are burnt. But
Souza fays, that Hereticks convict and negative, if after they are delivered to '• 3- c - f
the fecular Judge, they do not confefs before him the Catholick Faith, are$* ";

burnt alive ; becaufe, as it appears that they are Hereticks, fo by being fi-

Jent when they ought to anfwer, they are looked upon as obftinate. Thus it was
actually judged by all the Judges of the Council of Supplication in the City of
Lisbon, An. 1629. the fecond Sunday of September, and twelfth Day of that
Month, when, in an Act of Faith then celebrated, three Men, Hebrews by
Birth, and called new Chriftians, were delivered over by the Inquifitors to

the fecular Court forjudaifm, of which they were convicted ; who, perfifting

in the Negative, affirmed before the Inquifitors that they were Chriftians.

And being brought before the fecular Judges, and interrogated concerning
the Faith, would make no Anfwer ; upon which they were delivered over to
the Officers to be burnt alive, and were accordingly burnt alive.

CHAP. XXXVII.

How the P r o

c

e s s ends againft a Fugitive Heretick.

IF the accufed Perfon be a Fugitive, after he is waited for a competent DheR.

Time, he is cited by theBifhop or Inquifitor in the Cathedral Church of#-?'*aUK
thatDiocefe where he hath offended, and in other Churches of that Place where"""* ^ 9 '

he lived, and particularly from whence he made his Efcape, perfonally to ap-

pear on a certain Day in fuch a Cathedral Church of fuch a Diocefe, there to

hear, upon a certain Hour, his definitive Sentence before them, to which they

add, whether he appears or not, that they will proceed againft him to a defini-

tive Sentence, as Law and Juftice require. This Citation is fixed upon the Gates

of the Cathedral Church. In this Citation fome Delay is granted, viz. of
thirty Days, and that is peremptory, fo that this fingle one ferves for three, in

which the Criminal is cited to all and fingular the Proceedings of his Trial.

If the Criminal doth not appear, his Contumacy is complained of in the

feveral Terms of the Edict, and the Fifcal of the Inquifition puts in his Bill

of Accufation, after which the Procefs is carried on according to Courfe of

Law, obferving the Cuftom and Laws of the holy Office. When all this is

finifhed, if the Crime really appears, Sentence is pronounced againft the

Criminal whenever the Procefs is rightfully and legally determined. If he

hath been informed againft for Herefy, he is declared an obftinate Heretick,

and as fuch left to the fecular Arm. If informed againft as one fufpected of

Herefy, and if excommunicated, becaufe he would not appear, and if remain-

ing under the Sentence of Excommunication for a Year, he is not pronoun-

N n 2 - ed
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ced an Heretick, but condemned as tho' he was one. But if upon the Expi-

ration of the Year he appears, he is heard as far as relates to the excufing his*

Crime, and teftifying his Innocence •, but not in order to recover his Effects,

unlefs he can make his Innocence, or fome other juft Impediment legally ap-

pear. If he is in lacred Orders, he is firft degraded, by a verbal Degradation

only, becauie he cannot be actually degraded, inafmuchas he is abfent. But
Eymericus thinks, that the Perfon, thus degraded, is not to be left to the fe-

cularArm, but that if he will repent, he may freely, and without the Que-
ftion be admitted to Mercy and Abjuration.

Pegna, in This whole Affair is prefcribed the Inquifitors of Spain* by a certain

DireB. fixft Inftrudtion, Cap. 19. Tbey have likewife decreed, that the Inquifitors may
part.i.

<proceed againft Criminals in the /aid Crime of Herefy, altho* abfent, by citing the

aforefaid abfent Perfons by publick Edicts, which they fhall caufe to be publijhed and

fajlned to the Doors of the principal Church of the Place or Places where they dwelt.

Now, the Inquifitors may.form Proceffes againjt Abfentees by one of thefe three ways,.

Firft, according as
'

'tis- prefcribed, Cap. cum contumacia, de hceret. lib. 6. viz.

by citing and admonijhing the Abfentees to appear to defend themfelves, and anfwer,

according to Law, upon certain Articles relating to the Faith, and upon a certain

Grime of Herefy, &c. under Pain of Excommunication, with their Admonitions in

Form. But if he doth not appear, theyfhall command the Promotor Fifcal to accufe

him of Contumacy, and to demand Indictments or Bids more fully charged, by which-

be may be denounced. But if he continues in his Obflinacy for the Space of a Tear,

tbey may declare him' an Heretick in Form of haw. And this Method of Pro-

;ejs is the fafeft, and Icaft fevere. Thefecond way is this, That if it fhall appear to

the Inquifitors, that the Offence ought to befully proved againfi any Abfentee, they-

may die him by Edictsr as aforefaid, to come and anfwer and declare according to

bis Right, and to /hew his "innocence within 30iDays,. divided into three Terms,.

every Term- confifing of ten Days ', or they may allow them a longer Time, if they

think proper, according to the Diflance or Remotenefs of the Places, in which 'tis or

may he prefumed that the aforefaid cited Perfons dwell ; whom they ought to cite to

all the AEls of the Procefs, even to the definitive Sentence mclufively ; in which Cafe,

if the Criminal doth not appear\ his Contumacy fhall be complained of in all the Terms

of the Editl, and the Inquifitors may receive his Denunciation and Accufation from

.

the Fifcal, and draw up his Procefs in Form. And when all this is done, if the Crime

appears to befufficiently proved, they may condemn.the Abfentee, without waiting for

.

him. any longer\ The third Method to be obferved in drawing up the Procefs againfi

the Abfentee, is this ; that if in the Management of the Procefs made in the Inquifi-

fion, there appears to be a Prefumption of Herefy againfi the Abfentee, altho' the

Crime doth notfeem to be fully proved,
,
yet the Inquifitors may order an Edicl againfi

fuch Abfentee noted and fufpefted of the Crime of Herefy, and command him to ap-

pear within a certain Time tofree himfelf, and. canonically to purge himfelf from the

foid Error or Crime i.with this Addition, that if he doth not appear to receive and

perform the aforefuel Canonical Purgation, or doth not free or purge himfelf, they

will look en him as a Conviel, and proceed to act according to haw. And this Form-

if Procefs is a little toofevere ; butfill 'tis rightly founded upon Law, and prudent

and
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and learned Inquifitors may chufe a Method which they judge more fafe, and mas be

better ufed in Praclice, according to the different Caitfes that may arife.

And left the Sentence againft Fugitives may feem to be pronounced in vain, P.°na,

'tis ufuaJly published before all the People, and the Image, or, as thev com-^
monly call it, the Statue of the abfent Perfon is publickly produced, on^ * 7*
which there is a Superfcription fixed, containing the Name and Surname of
the abfent obftinate Perlbn who is condemned, which Statue is delivered to

thefecular Power, on which he executes the Sentence and Penalty of Burn-
ing, as he would do upon the abfent Perfon himfelf, if he were prefent, un-
lefshe would turn, or upon a Perfon otherwife relapfed. Thus, as Lewis i. 2. t. 2.

a Paramo cells us, theScatue of Sigefmond Mala'efta was burnt at the Gates of1"- '• "• &*

St. Peter ; and the Statue of Luther, after he had been cited, and did not ap-
pear, was alfo burnt, together with his Books, at the Command of Leo X,
by the Bifhop of Afcoli, and Silvejler Prieriates.

When thisCuftom of burning the Statues of abfent Criminals began, is un-
certain. Pegna believes it not to be very antient, becaufe neither Eymerick,

who, with great Diligence, hath treated of every Thing relating to Pra&icc
in this Crime, nor any other of the Antients, who have written of the Order
of proceeding againft Hereticks, have mentioned this Cuftom ; nor is there tv>

be found any fingle Trace of it in the Vatican Copy, nor in that of the moft
illuftrious Cardinal Sirletto, where there are many Things, and even the molt
minute Things concerning the Method of judging and punifhing Hereticks,

But yet he thinks it very commendable, and proper to ftrike Terror, and
therefore altogether fit to be ufed.

p

CHAP. XXXVIIL

Of the Method of proceeding againft the Dead.

Rocefs is alfo carried on againft the Dead for the Crime of Herefy. Nov/£>
;"".

it may happen feveral ways, that a Perfon may be judged an Hererick* *

after Death. Firjl, If before his Death the Inquifnion againft him was be-

^

gun, and his Crime appeared either by his own Confefiion, or the Evidence""
of the Fact, or the legal Proof of WitneiTes, and the Criminal dies before the
Procefs is ended, either confefied and impenitent/, or negative or relapfed.

Secondly^ If being in Jayl for Herefy he kills himfelf, for by thus destroying
himfelf, he feems to confefs the Crime. Thirdly, If, tho' when alive, his

Herefy did not appear, and he was not a ecu fed of it, yet, if after his Death,
it at any time appears that he died an Heretick, either by the Depofitions and
Atteftations of others, or by Facts, or Deeds, or Books compofed by him,
or- by any other legal Reafons. Tins Procefs is carried on againft the Dead
before this Tribunal, chiefly for theie three Ends; That their Memory may

be
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be condemned, that the Heirs of the Dead, or any other PoiYeilbrs of their

Effects, may be deprived of them by the Fifcal j and finally, that the dead

Bodies may be taken up, caft out of holy Ground and burnt, as 'tis deter-

mined by the firft Inftruction of Seville, An. 1484. c. 20.

This Action againft the Dead, when carried on in order to the Confifca-

tion of their Effects, isfaidto laic for 40 Years. Thus 'tis determined, cap. 2.

§. j. de prafcript. I. 6. That the Effects of deceafed Hereticks fhall be the Catho-

lick Children.sand Heirs by Prefcription, at the End of forty Years, if fo be they

have poffefTed them bona fide. The fame is determined by the Inftruction of Se-

ville, An. 1484. cap. 20. Now the Children and Heirs of the Deceafed fhall then

be laid to have pofTelTed his Effects bona fide, when, at the Time of his Death, and

tor the whole Space of forty Years they have believed an.d underftood that the

Peribn deceafed died a Catholick. But ifwithin thefe forty Years they haveatany

time been informed that he diedanHeretick, they fhall never plead Prefcription,

,becaufe from that time they began to be in mala fide-, and if therefore they have

been thus in PofTefTion of them, mala fide, the Fifcal of the Office of the Inquili-

tion fhall feize on fuch Effects even after forty Years. As to what regards the

Condemnation of the Memory of the Dead, fuch an Action is never hindred or

determined by any Intervals of Time. For even when 40 Years and more are

elapfed, the Inquifitors may, when ever 'tis difcovered and legally proved that

any one died anHeretick, carry on an Action againft him to condemn his Me-
mory, and declare him to have diedexcommunicated, and to forbid any one from

praying for him, and to dig up his Bones, ifpoflible, that they may be burnt

;

for he with whom 'tis not lawful to have any Communication when alive, 'tis

neither lawful to have it with him when he is dead. But altho' the Children

efcape this Confifcation of their Eftates, if they have been in PofTeiTion of

them bona fide for forty Years, they incur however the other Penalties which

the Laws have decreed to the Children of the Condemned, viz. Infamy and

Incapacity for all publick Offices and Benefices.

Formerly a Father was prefumed to die in Herefy, when Tick on his Bed,

he defired Confolation from any one of the Albigenfies by Impofition of Hands*

And therefore 'twas cuftomary for Children, to prevent their being excluded

from their Patrimony, to object that their Parents were not in their Senfes

when they defired that Confolation. Hence arofe a Queftion, whether fuch

an Excuie ought to be admitted.

'Tis decided, cap. Filii, de haeret. 1.6. The Children or Heirs of thofe, wha,

when on their Death-beds have defired Hereticks to comfort them, that they might re-

ceive the Confolation from them by Impofition of Hands, according to their mofi

wicked Cujlom, and thus go the Way of all Fle/h, ought not to be admitted to provc%

that fuch deceafed Perfons received this Confolation, or more truly this Defolation,

when they were not of a found Mind, or after they loft their Speech, fince, as 'tis

[aid, 'tis their Cujlom never to confolefuch a one who is not in bis Senfes, and hath

not his ordinary Memory, if whilfl they lived they were defamed for Herefy, or

fuj"peeled, or if it legally appears that, being in their Senfes, they defired fuch Here-

ticks, In other Cafes the aforefaid Children or Heirs may be admitted to prove the Pre-

mifes,
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mifes, not by their Wives, Children, Acquaintance, or any that belong to them,

by other Witneffes worthy of Credit, and efpecially by Perfons zealous for th I

Here there is a double Method of excufmgfuch Perfons propofed. Firff h
it be proved that the deceafed Perfon, when alive, was not fufpected or defa-
med of Herefy, but lived in good Repute, and received the Sacraments or
the Church after a Chriftian Manner, at proper Times, and performed other
Things which are ufually done by true and Catholick Chriftians. Secondly, h
it can be fhewn that he was not of" a found Mind, when he defired the Confo-
lation of Hereticks, which muft be done one of thefe two ways : Either by
fhewing, that he was at a certain Time mad, and that 'tis to be prefumed
that he committed the Crime whilft the Madnefs lafted, and durino- the Time
of fuch Madnefs ; and in this Cafe theFifcal or Judge, if he proceeds ex of-

ficio, muft prove, that the Offence was committed when the Perfon was him-
felf : Or by fhewing, that by the Violence of his Diftemper he was difturbed
in Mind, and deprived of his Reafon ; for fometimes Perfons are delirious in

a Diftemper, efpecially in old Age, who in Health were in full Poffcflion of
their Senfes and Reafon. Thefe Proofs muft not be made by their Wives,
Children, or other Relations, but by WitnefTes above all Exception, and in

the laft Cafe skilful Phyficians are principally to be regarded, If the Chil-
dren fail in this Proof, their Excufe is not to be admitted,

Farther, fince a Criminal at the Article of Death ought to be facra- •ele-

mentally abfolved, if he confeffes, and is ready to obey the Commands of^-
1 *

the Church, according to the firft Council of Orange, cap. 2. As to Hereticks™
17** ***

who lie at the Point of Death, if they defire to be Catholicks, let the Presbyters, if

there be h. Bifhop to do it, ftgn them with the Chrifm and Beneditlion ; hence it of-

tentimes happens, that Perfons dying have confefTed Herefy to a Prieft, and
received their Abfolution from him. And as no Action can be carried on
againft the Dead, unlefs it be prefumed that they died impenitent, there arofe

formerly a Queftion in the Council of Tarragona, whether the Prieft, who af-

ferts that he abfolved any one from Herefy, ought to be credited ? This Que-
ftion was at that Time of great Importance, becaufe if the Prieft affirming

this Matter was to be believed, the Inquifitors could not proceed againft fuch
a one after his Death. The Matter was thus decided in the Council of Tarra-
gona. It is alio inquired: What if any one fhoidd confefs to his Prieft Herefy, or

favouring cf Herefy, before the Inquijition began againft him, and fijould be aft

wards called on by the Inquijitorr? In fuch Cafe his Coir'ejfor muft be believed ; a

if he befound to have rightly confeffed by the Confeffton of the Pried, akho' the Pr
hath done ill in not fending him to the Bifhop, yet the Pirfon con;"effing mas avoid tem-

poral Punifhment by fuch Confeffion, unlefs it be difcovered that his Repc

.

fdlfe, or that he relapfed after his Repentance, or was publickly defamed.

The Council of Narbonne hath made this Determination in the Cafe, c. i\

Whether cr no the Confeffor alone is to be believed concerning toe Abfolution or Rep.

iance of a dead or living Perfon, altho' it ferns plain enough that h

that nothing may be imputed to the Church, hi the /Infiver of the Lor
for, But now this Queftion is at an end, becaufe Confeifors have no Pi
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abfolving Hereticks. Such a Cafe may however happen, viz. when any ow
is abfolved by Virtue of any Jubilee, in which the Pope grants the Power of

abfolving from fuch a Crime : Or when an Heretick abfolutely concealed, or

mental, is abfolved, whcfe Herefy is afterwards difcovered, and himlelf pro-

ceeded againft. A like Cafe may happen in an Heretick, who being about

to die, repents, and becaufe there is no room to reconcile him to the Church,

according to the ordinary Courfe of Law, is abfolved by fome private Prieft

when at the Point of Death, and afterwards recovers ; or if he doth not re-

cover, is accufed after his Death to the holy Office.

In thefe and the like Cafes they fay, that if any one will make ufe of the

Teftimony of a Confeflbr, yet the Inquifitor ought not to neglect the Courfe

of Law upon account of fuch a Witnefs. Gregory XIII. in a certain Bull of

Jubilee, An. 1572. declared, That Perfons abfolved in the penitential Court, are

to be looked on as abfolved only in that Court or Judgment, and that therefore

they ought to make Satisfaction in the external or judicial Court. And therefore

now no Perfon receives any Advantage by excepting that he received Penance

in the internal Court. The Reafon is, becaufe penitential Punifhment injoined in

the internal Court hath this Tendency, that hereby the Penitent may make Sa-

tisfaction to God and his Soul. Whereas temporal Punifhment regards the

Punifhment of the Body, and is an Inftance of publick Juflice, whereby the

Commonwealth is fatisfied, which hath been injured by the ill Example of

Zanchin. the Offender. And as there is a double Punifhment, fo there is a twofold

c. 34. Judge. One which injoins Penance whereby the Criminal may be freed

from eternal and fpiritual Punifhment, and this is the proper Prieft ; the

other he who injoins temporal Punifhment, and this is the Judge of the Place

>where the Offence is committed, or alfo the ordinary Judge of the Offender.

Hence it follows, that as the Prieft is not the proper Judge of this Crime,

but the Inquifitor and Bifhop, Abfolution given by a Prieft can't hinder the

Procefs of the proper Judge.
However, no Action is to be carried on againft a dead Perfon, or rather

his Memory is not to be condemned, unlefs the Proof be full, according as

'tis determined by the Inftruction of Avila, An. 1498. c. 4. Nor let any dead

Perfon be cited to a Trials nor any Procefs be carried on againft bis Memory or Repu-

tation, unlefs there befull Proof that he may be thereby condemned. When therefore

there are any fuch preceding Proofs, the Fifcal inftantly demands, by put-

ting in a Bill, that fuch a Criminal may be proceeded againft. This Accufa-

tion is exhibited to the Children or Heirs, or others whom it may concern,

that the Memory of the Deceafed fhould not be condemned, and if there are

any Defendants of the dead Perfon, they are perfonally cited to defend his

Memory, according to the Madrid Inftruction, An. 1561. c.Qi. Thus alfo

the Council of Biterre formerly ordained, c. 18. Proceed in like manner to

the Condemnation of Hereticks or their Believers, who have not been cano-

nicaliy reconciled before their Death, giving firfl a Citation to their Heirs, or

others, who, according to Law, ought to be cited, and allow them a proper

Liberty of defending them* And that no one may pretend Excufe or Igno-

1 ranee,
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ranee, the Children or .Heirs of the Deceafed, or any others whom it may
concern, are alfo cited by publick Edicts to come and make a legal De-
fence for him, and a legal Term is affigned them for their Appearance
After fuch Term is elapled, if no one of the afore-cited Perfons appears

'

the Inquifitors appoint one to undertake the Defence, a pious and faithful
Man, and fit for the Bufmefs, who is to propofe the legal Excufes and De-
fences for the Deceafed. To this Perfon they communicate the Accufation
and Evidence againft the Deceafed, and injoin him Secrefy, and to confer
concerning the Affair only with the Advocates of the holy Office, that fo the
Procefs may be carried on according to the due Order and Courfe of Law.
But if any one appears, he is admitted to defend the Deceafed's Memory.'
Nor doth it fignify, if the Perfon appearing as Defendant in this Caufe, be
noted for Herefy, or under Inquifition, or in Prifon ; becaufe as it may hap-
pen, that both the Deceafed, and the Defendant under Inquifition, may be
both freed from the Profecution carried on againft them, 'tis allowed him,
that no Prejudice may be done to any one, and becaufe it may be for his
own Advantage, to appear in Defence of the deceafed Criminal, according as
the Madrid Inftruction hath determined in the afore-cited Place. And far-
ther, the Avila Inftruction, An. 1498. cap. 4. determines, That the Procefs
againft a dead Perfon foall be fpeedily fnifhed, and that the Inquifitors foall not put
offthe Caufe for want of Proof unlefs poffbly 'tis likely, that within a little while,
other kind of^ Proofs may arife. But when the Criminal is not convicted upon full

Proof, he is immediately to be abfolved. And the afore-cited Inftruction <>ives

this Reafon of the Decree ; becaufe unlefs it were thus, the Sons and Daugh-
ters of the Deceafed under Profecution, if his Caufe fhould be put off, would
not poflibly find any Perfons to marry with, and could not difpofe of the Ef-
fects left by the Deceafed. But if after the Deceafed is abfolved there appear
new WitnefTes againft him, there may be a new Action commenced againft
him, becaufe, in this Crime, in Favour of the Faith, Sentences pronounced
are not to be taken as an adjudged Cafe. And the former Evidences alfo fhall

retain their intire Force, and be added to thofe which arife anew, in order to
make full Proof.

When all thefe Things have been duly obferved, if it appears that the De-
ceafed is to be abfolved, the Sentence of Abfolution is publickly pronounced,
becaufe as publick Edicts were fet forth againft him, at the Beginning of his

Procefs, he is therefore to be publickly declared abfolved, that he may be
reftored to his Reputation. But if his Memory is to be condemned, he is pro-

nounced to have died in Herefy, his Memory is condemned, his Effects con-

fifcated, his Bones dug up, and if they can be diftinguifhed from the other

Bones of Cathollcks, to be publickly burnt.

And thus we read that the Bones and dead Bodies of feveral Hereticks haveBzovbj
been unburied and thrown away, or burnt. Peter John, of the Diocefe ofa. 1199'.

Biro», followed and taught the Errors of Joachim, Abbot of St. Flour, <>• 5v-

and publifhed concerning this Affair feveral Books upon the Revelation of St.

John, and the Gofpel of Matthew. Thefe Books were afterwards diligently

Oo examined
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examined by many Doctors in Divinity by Authority of the Pope, and at a

folemn Meeting at the Court of Rome, were condemned and burnt. Peter al-

fo himfelf, by Command of the fame Prelate, was taken up out of holy

Ground, and by the general Vote and Sentence declared an Heretick, tied to

a Stake and burnt. There lived alfo, fome Years ago, in Italy, in the Brefci-

jh?lt%%. eino, a certain Perfon, of fo great Integrity and Severity of Life, that fome

$.11.
*

affirmed that, when alive, he was the SuccefTor of John Baptijl himfelf, and

on this Account greatly reverenced him after his Death. The Inquifitor of the

Faith having been informed by the Evidence of the Faith! ul, that he was

tinctured with Herefy, and that he died out of the Communion of Believers,

with the Advice of the Bifhop, commanded his dead Body to be unburied, and

An. 1107. thrown into the Fire. At Faenza in Lombardy, an Abbot buried a certain He-
§8- retick in the Church of St. Hippolytus the Martyr. Innocent commanded the
A*. 11.09. Abbe* and Monks to take up the Corps, and to obferve the Interdict his

* "' Church was laid under on that Account. Matter Almericus was alfo turned

out of his Grave, and buried in a Field.

But that we may not look for more Examples than we need, we have a

famous one of this fort of Condemnation, in the Synod of Conflance, againft

John Wickleff, in the eighth Seffion. Inasmuch as by the Authority of the Sen-

tence, and Decree of the Roman Council, and by the Command of the Apoflolick See,

after the proper Delays, Procefs was carried on concerning the Condemnation of

John Wickleff and his Memory, Edicts being fet forth, and Denunciations to fum-

mon all, if any there be, who are willing to defend him or his Memory ; having

farthermore examined Witneffes concerning the final Impenitence and Obftinacy of the

faid Wickleff, by Commiffaries deputed for this Purpofe, and obfcrved all Things to

be obferved, as the Order of Law requires in this Cafe, and his Impenitence and

final Obftinacy being evidently proved by legal Witneffes, the Matter was legally be-

lieved and affented to. And therefore at the In/lance of the Procurator of the Ex-

chequer, and after putting forth an Edicl for hearing of Sentence as on this Day,

this holy Synod declares and determines, that the faid John Wickleff was a notorious

Heretick, and died obflinately in his Herefy, by anathematifing him, and likewife con-

demning his Memory, and decrees that his Body and Bones, if they can be feparated

from the other Bodies of the Faithful, fhall be taken up, and thrown out from the

Burial of the Church, according to the canonical and legal Sanations. And the Judges

being interrogated whether they were content, anfwered, Content. And they appro-

ved all the aforefaid Matters.

Bzovius, There was a like Edict in England againft the dead Bodies of Bucer and
An. 1556. Fagius. For when Cardinal Pool, the Pope's Legate in England, went, after

i Th Queen Marfs Inauguration, to the Univerfity of Cambridge, to reftore all

Affairs there, they began the Procefs ol taking up the dead Bodies of Bucer

H:Jl. Con. and Fagius. The dead Perfons were cited by a firft and fecond Edict, and fe-

7nd. /. 5. veral Witneffes produced againft them once and again. When no one ap-
'• 4*.1 -" peared who would undertake their Defence, they were at laft condemned for

Contumacy, and on the faid Day Sentence was pronounced before all the Or-

ders of the Univerfity, and their dead Bodies were ordered to be dug up, and

2 delivered
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delivered to the Queen's Officers. After fome few Days, whiltl the Sentence
was fent to London, an Order came from the Queen that the Puniihment
fhould be inflicted. Finally, on the fixth of February the Bodies were dug up,

and a large Stake fixed into the Ground in a certain Part of the Market-
place prepared for that Purpofe, to which the Bodies were tied, and a laroe

Pile of Wood placed round them to burn them. After this the Chefts were
fet up on end with the dead Bodies in them *, and faftned on both Sides with
Stakes, and bound to the Poll with a long Iron Chain. After the Pile was
fet on Fire, they threw a great Number of the Books of the Protectants in-

to it, which they had gathered together, which were foon confumed by the

fpreading Flames. Not long after this, Brookes, Bifhop of Glocejicr, dealt in

the fame Manner at Oxford, with Catharine, the Wife of Peter Marty, who
dying about "f four Years ago, was buried in Cbrift-Cburcb near St. Fridef-

wide's Relicts, who was held in great Veneration in that College. For be-

ing ||
convicted that fhe had embraced her Hufband's Herefy, fhe was con-

demned, her dead Body taken up, carried upon Shoulders, and thrown upon
a Dunghill.

Befides this, the Statue of fuch deceafed Perfon is now brought forth in

publick, on which the Name of the Perfon, whofe Memory is to be condemn-
ed, is written in large Characters, and before which all the erroneous or he-

retical Articles, and all the heretical Deeds or Works, which have been legally

proved againil the Deceafed, are recited in the fame Manner in which they

were done, as tho* the Deceafed himfelf was living and prefent. This Statue is

delivered to the fecular Court, which the fecular Judge afterwards burns, as

he would have burnt the Deceafed, if he had been living, and died ob-

ftinate.

We have a very famous Inftance of fuch a Sentence pronounced againft a

dead Perfon, in this Age, by the Inquifition at Rome, in Mark Anthony de Do-
minis

t
as Bzovius relates it under the Year 1479. §.12. and following. He

left the Church of Rome and the Arch-Bifhoprick of Spalalo, and came into

England in the Year 161 6. and publimed Books containing the Realbns of his

Departure, and alfo concerning the Ecclenaftical Republick. Thole Books

were condemned as heretical at Rome, and himfelf cited to appear and purge

* They were buried, as Fox tells us, in Chefts.

f Fox fays, two Years

|| Fox adures us, that Brookes, Bifliop of Glocejler, Nicholas Ormanet, R. Mcrwcv, Prelident of

Chrijl-Church College, Cole and Wright, coming to Oxford as the Cardinals Viiitors, fummoned before

them all that had any Acquaintance with her or her Husband, and minillrcd an Oath to them,

that they (ho'ild not conceal any Thing that was demanded of them ; and that being examined,

their Anfwer was, that they knew not what Religion Hie was of, becaufc they did not under-

ftand her Language But that notwithftanding this, the Cardinal by his Letters ordered the

Dean or Fridejkvide to dig her up, which the Dean accor -«igly did that Evening, and buried her

in a Dunghill. After this, in Queen Elizabeth's Reigd, (he was, by Order < t Parker, Arch Bi(hop

of Canterbury, Grindal, Billiop of London, and others, the Queen's high CommifG ners, taken up

out of the Dunghill, and buried in h(.r former Place, and her Bones mixed with thofe of PlMrfr

wide, that they might never afterwards know one from the other,

Oo 2 hinl -



284. The History of the Inquisition.
himfelf within fix Months before the Congregation of the Univerfal Inquifi-

tion. As he did not appear, Rafter having obferved the ufual Methods in

that Office, he was pronounced an Heretick, excommunicated, deprived of

all Dignities, Benefices and Offices whatfoever, and to have incurred all the

other Penalties which are prefcribed by the facred Canons.

Some Years after he privately abjured his Herefies, and having publifhed

a Writing declaring his Intention to depart out of England, he was received

into Favour by Pope Gregory XV. and had granted him an Houfe, Provi-

fion, Money, and other Things neceffary for himfelf and Family, yearly,

according to his Archiepifcopal Character, and befides this, a noble Ecclefi-

aftical Penfion. This Bounty of the Pope many Perfons beheld with en-

vious Eyes. More than this, he was reftored to his Honours, fo that he was

afterwards ftated in the Habit and Enfigns of his Dignity, in the Seffions,.

and all other Things, as tho' he had never fallen from his Rank. Thefe Ho-
nours, as Bzovius fays, puffed him up with Pride, which he difcovered in

his Gate, Countenance, and Converfation, as tho' he had been called, not to

receive Mercy, but to Triumph.
Not long after this he was informed againft by certain Religious and others,

before the Affembly of the Univerfal Inquifition, that he was not afraid pri-

vately to fpread the Errors he had abjured, and that he commended a certain

Agreement cried up by himfelf between the Catholicks and Hereticks, and

threw out Words contrary to the Authority of the Councils, and efpecially

that of Trent, and that tho' oftentimes admonifhed, he would not abftain from
fuch Difcourfes. Upon this they examined Witneffes concerning the Mat-
ters denounced according to the Sanctions of the Law ; and as he was parti-

cularly faid to endeavour an Efcape, and to gather up his Effects in order to

return to his own Country, he was apprehended and put in Prifon, not fuch

as- Hereticks are ufually confined to, but in the Cattle of Adrian, where
the firfl Quality are ufually imprifoned, fomeof his Domefticks being allow*

ed to attend him.

Being thus taken into Cuftody, and his Writings, according to Cuftom,
diligently examined, one was found amongft them concerning the Sacrament of

Matrimony, in which there were feveral heretical Propofitions. Upon this

Friar Defiderius Scalea, a Predicant, Cardinal of Cre?nona, one of the general

Inquifitors, whom the Pope had delegated to carry on the Inquifition, and to

take Cognifance of the whole Caufe, admitted other proper Witneffes, and
fuch as were beyond all Exception ; after which Mark Anthony himfelf

being, brought before him, confeffed moft of thofe Things which he had
plainly abjured. He added, that he believed that the Church of Rome and.

the Protectants agreed in all fundamental Articles, and that as to other

Things wherein they differed, they were not equally neceffary ; but that it

might be allowed to theProteftants to abound in their ownSenfe, atleaft till

thefe Things were more fully examined, becaufe it might be doubted whe-
ther they were fufficiently difcuffed and determined by the Council of Trent ;

and that therefore fuch Articles might be fubjetted to a new Difputation be-

2 tweea
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sween Catholicks and Proteftants, chofen on each Side for this Purpofe. For
he believed that the Council, and efpecially that of Trent, had declared ma-
ny Things as Matters of Faith, which did not at all belong to it i particular-

ly as to Juftification and Grace, as an inherent Quality, and the Efficacy
of the Sacraments, ex opere operato, and many others. That the Articles-

which he called Fundamental, were fuch only as were neceffary to Salva-
tion, and not fuch as were controverted between both Parties ; and that there-

fore he who denied them was not a Member cut off from the Church, but a
Jiving one, and joined to it in Faith and Charity. From whence he concluded,
that notwithstanding this Difference, there might be a Union and Agrees
ment between the Church of Rome and the Proteftants. All thefe Things he
guarded by this Rule, that the holy Scripture, as far as clear and exprefs^

was an adequate Rule of Faith, and in Defect of this, fuch Tradition as was
certain, and that therefore no Chriftian Man ought to believe, with a divine

Faith, any Thing not expreffed in holy Scripture without any Obfcurity,
and Difference of Catholick Explications ; or not delivered by the Apoflle3
or Apoftolick Men to the Church, without any Ambiguity whatfoever ; and
that beyond this Rule every Man was free to follow his own Opinion.

When he had anfwered that he had faid and believed thefe Things, the
Congregation of the Cardinals General Inquifitors thought proper to confult

the Cenfors of Theological Propofitions, who, examining the Affair before

the Cardinal of Cremona,- unanimoufly pronounced the Propofitions heretical.

And as there was farther a vehement Sufpicion that his Abjuration was feign-

ed, he was interrogated, whether he would perfift in the faid Herefies ? He
faid, No ; but that he repented of them, and was ready to deteft and abjure
them, as far as they mould be declared Herefies by the Apoftolick See,

Whilft hisCaufe was in this State, and during the Time allowed him to make
his Defence, and for granting him his Procefs, as he was confulting his Ad-
vocate, he fell into a very grievous Diftemper, which fo encreafed on him*
that the Phyficians defpairedof his Life, and the rather, on account of the
Seafon of the Year, and the Greatnefs of his Age, being fixty-fix Years old,

He abjured however before the Cardinal of Cremona, and other Officials of
the Inquifition, the Herefies he had confeffed, and all others-, and having
given Signs of Repentance, and received the Sacraments, and fent a Meflen-
ger to the Pope, to give him Thanks, in thefe Words, That by the Preffure

of his Confinement, he had given him Opportunity ferioufly to think of the Salvation of
bis Soul, and to behold the Light, which he was too blind to difcern before, and thai

therefore he was indebted to km, that by the Mercy of God he died with a good

Hope, after thefe Things he departed this Life. His Bowels, in order to pre-

vent any Reflections, were taken out by the moft excellent Phyikians of fe-

veral Nations, who having carefully infpected his Inwards, ail agreed that

he died with a natural Illnefs.

His Corpfe was depofited till the Iflue of the Trial-, and four of his Rela-

tions, who then happened to be at Rome, were by Name cited by a publick

Edict, and all other Perfons whatfoever who thought themlHves any ways
con-
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concerned, to defend the Memory of the aforefaid Mark Anthony. And when

his four aforefaid Relations declared they would not defend it, and no other

appeared to do it, the Tribunal of the Inquifition chofe fome proper Perfons

for this Purpofe, who, upon carefully infpecling the Procefs, anfwered, that

nothino- appeared to them, whereby they could defend the laid Memory ac-

cording to Law, fince from Mark dnlbony'sown Confeffion, they moft clear-

ly four d that he died a relapfed Heretick. But that they might proceed to

Sentence entirely, according to Law, they confulted with Divines and

skilful Lawyers, and had the Matter propofed and carefully examined by

them. At length they all agreed that the lame Punifhments mould be ex-

ecuted upon the Memory, Body, and Effects of the Deceafed, which would

Jhave been executed upon himfelf had he been alive.

Having taken this Resolution, the twenty-firil Day of December, An.

1624. was appointed for the pronouncing Sentence. Early in the Morning

of it, fo vaft a Multitude had got together to St. Maryfupra Minervam, where

they generally give thefe religious Shews, that they were forced not only to

fhut up, but to guard the Gates with armed Men, and the great Area before

the Church was fo prodigioufly thronged, that there was fcarce Room for the

Cardinals themfelves to pafs. The middle Ifle of the Church, from the firft

to the fourth Pillar was boarded in, with Boards above the Height of a tall

Man. At the upper and lower End of it there were Gates, guarded by Sivit-

zers. On each Side there were Scaffolds, running the whole Length of the

Inclofure, in which were Seats for the Cardinals and other Prelates, and other

Conveniencies, to receive the Courtiers and other Noblemen {landing or fit-

ting. On the right Hand coming in the facred Council prefided, on the left

Hand were placed the inferior Officers of the holy Inquifition, the Governor

of the City and his Officials. Before the Pulpit was to be ken the Picture of

Mark Anthony, drawn in Colours, covered with a black common Garment,

holding a Clergyman's Cap in his Hand, with his Name, Surname, and

Archiepifcopal Dignity, which formerly he had born, infcribed upon it, to-

gether with a wooden Cheft bedaubed with Pitch, in which the dead Body

was inclofed. The reft of the Church was filled with Citizens, and a great

many Foreigners, the Number of whom was at that Time larger, becaufe

the Jubilee that was at hand had brought them from all Parts to the City, that

they might be prefent at the opening the facred Gates.

Things being thus difpofed, a certain Parfon mounted the Pulpit, and with

a fhrili Voice, which rung thro' all the Parts of the fpacious Church, and in

the vulgar Language, that the common People might underftand him, read

over a Summary of the Procefs, and the Sentence by which the Cardinals In-

quifitors General, fpecially deputed for the Affair by the Pope, pronounced

Mark Anthony, as a Relapfe into Herefy, to have incurred all the Cenfures

and Penalties' appointed to relapfed Hereticks by the facred Canons, and Pa-

pal Conltitutions, and declared him to be deprived of all Honours, Preroga-

tives, and Ecdefiaftkal Dignities, condemned his Memory, and cafl him

out of the Ecclefirftical Court, delivered over his dead Body and Effigies into

the
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the Power of the Governor of the City, that he might inflict on it the Punifh-
ment due, according to the Rule and Practice of the Church. And finally, they
commanded his impious and heretical Writings to be pubJickly burnt, and de-

clared all his Effects to be forfeited to the Exchequer of the holy Inquifition.

After this Sentence was read, the Governor of the City and his Officers

threw the Corps, Effigies, and aforefaid Writings into a Cart, and carried

them into the Campo Fiore, a great Multitude of People following after.

When they came there, the dead Body, which as yet in all its Members was
whole and entire, was raifed out of the Cheft as far as the Bottom of the
Breaft, and fhewn from on high to the vaft Concourfe of People that flood
round about, and was afterwards with the Effigies and Bundle of his Books,
thrown into the Pile prepared for the Purpofe, and there burnt.

I was willing to give this long Story in all its Circumftances, not only be-

caufe the Perfon himfelf was famous, and the Thing frefh in Memory, but
chiefly becaufe all Things ufualJy practifed in the Procefs againft the Dead,
were here exactly obferved, whereby the whole Scene of this Iniquity and
Cruelty doth moll fully appear.

CHAP. XXXIX.

Of the Manner of proceeding againjl Houfes.

IN order to beget in the common People a greater Abhorrence of the Crime
of Herefy, they are u fed to pull down, and level with the Ground the

Houfes or Dwellings, in which the Heretick or Arch-Heretick holds Conven-
ticles and Congregations. Of this we have feveral Inftances in the Book of the

Sentences of the Tholoufe Inquifition. This Demolition of Houfes, in Detefta-

tion of the Crime of Herefy, was formerly appointed by the Council of

Tholoufe, An. 1229. c. 5. We decree that that Houfe, in which an Heretick (hall

befound, frail be deftroyed, and the Place it fclf or Ground be confifcated. And
the Council of Biterre, c. 35. Let the Houfes a'lfo in which living or dead Hereticks,

whether convicled or condemned, are or fhall be found, if with the Knowledge and
Confent of the Owners offuch Houfes being of legal Age, be pulled down, and the Ef-
fects of all who then inhabit there be confifcated, unlcfs they are able manifcflly to

prove their Innocence or juft Ignorance. And not long after, Innocent IV. "decreed

this very Thing by a certain Writing, beginning, Ad exftirpanda, of which the

Original is extant, in the Inquifition of Bologna, in thefe Words. The Houfe al-

fo, in which any Heretick, Alan or Woman, Jhall be found, /hall be deftroyed to the

Ground, without any Hope of being ever rebuilt, unlets ner of the 11

have procured the Dfcovery of them there. And i/ the Owner of fuch Htm
have, any other Houfe contiguous to it, let all thofe Houfes be likewife demolijhed. But
Alexander IV. by a Constitution beginning, Falieis recefdaiionis, declare
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this mujl be itnckrftood of the Out-hcufes of fuch Dwelling, viz. that fuch Houfe, with

all other Buildings contiguous to it, i. e. the Houfe it felf, and Out-houfcs, whether

an Heretick, Man or Woman, (hall be found in the Houfe it felf, or the Out-houfes,

jhall be dejiroyed ; becaufe the Houfe, tho* divided into everfo many Dwellings, is ne-

verthelefs accounted to be one Houfe.

If the Owner of the Houfe is not condemned of Herefy, but Hereticks

have committed fuch Things in an Houfe that did not belong to them, with-

out the Knowledge of the Owner, the Houfe is to receive no Damage. But
if he kne.y it, or ought to have known it, 'tis confifcated, and being con-

fifcated, remains fubject to the Pleafure of the Inquifitor. The Materials of

fuch Houfes go to the Exchequer, or are decreed to be applied to other pi-

ous Ufes. The Ground on which fuch Houfe flood muft not be fhut in, but

mud always be uninhabited, that as it was formerly a Receptacle of wicked

Lib.&tt*. Wretches, it may from henceforth become a Place of Naftinefs, and made
..pi. i. a Dunghill and Stench. Excommunication alfo is threatned againft all thofe

who mail prefume to rebuild it, or to inhabit or inclofe it, orfhall knowing-

ly give any Advice or Afliftance to it. Sometimes alfo the Ground on

which the Houfe flood, is fprinkled over with Salt, to denote its Barrennefs,

fit which Time certain Curfes and Imprecations are uttered. And finally,

that there may be a perpetual Monument of its Infamy and juft Punifhment,

a folid Stone, or a marble Pillar four or five Foot high, is erected in this laft

Age, in the faid Ground, with certain large Characters cut on it, containing

the Name of the Owner of the Houfe, mewing the Reafon of its being de-

ftroyed, and fignifying the Time, viz. under the Reign of what Pope, Em-
peror or King, the Matter was tranfacted. In the former Age there was a

famous Monument erecled on this Account in Spain, in the noble City ofVal-

ladolid, where AujlinCazzalla, altho' converted, and penitent, was, An. 1559.
delivered as a Dogmatifl to the fecular Court, and his Houfe pulled down, on

the Ground of which there was a.little Pillar erected, containing an Account

of the Affair.

CHAP. XL.

How the Sentences are pronounced, and the condemned Perfons delivered

over to thefecular Ar?n.

DlveB. rT^' H E Inquifitors are commanded to pronounce the Sentences againft He-
p. 1. com. \ reticks, and to leave the condemned Perfons to the fecular Powers pre-

4 ? * fent, to be punifhed according to their Defert. C. Excommunicamus, 1. in

princip. de hasret. C. Ad Abolendam, §. Illos, de hseret. and C. Novimus, de

verb, fignific. Altho' this Command requires the fecular Judge to be prefent

ac the pronouncing Sentence, yet the Sentence of Condemnation againft He-
reticks,
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reticles, pronounced when the fecular Judge is abfent, is valid, provided
there be all other Things effential to it. For the Laws do not fo require the
Prefence of the fecular Judge or his Officers, as tho' nothing profitable could
fcre tranfacled without him, but only that they, as Servants, foould put in

Execution the Sentence pronounced ; for every other Act is forbidden them in

this Crime, which is merely Ecclefiaftical. Cap. ut Inquifitionis, §. Proh:-
bemus, de h^eret. 1. 6. And if the Prefence of the fecular Judge was necefia-

ry in pronouncing Sentence of Condemnation againft impenitent or relapfed

Hereticks, he might eafily by this Means hinder the Office of the Inquifuion,

by denying his Prefence, either for no Reafon, or for a feigned and pretended
one. So that when the Inquifitor and Bifhop have pronounced Sentence upon
the Criminal, it (hall be valid, tho' the fecular Magistrate cannot or will not be
prefent •, and it mail be fufficient to intimate to him by fome legal Perfon in

Writing when there is Need, and which is the fafeft Method, that fuch a Perfon
isjudged to be an obftinate Heretick, and impenitent or relapfed ; and the fe-

cular Magiftrate, tho' not prefent at the Sentence, fhall be obliged to give
Credit to fuch an Intimation, and to put to Death the Heretick delivered

over to him, unlefs he will be moft grievoufly punifhed as a Favourer ofHe-
reticks, and Hinderer of the holy Office. Nor muft he have any Copy of the

Procefs.

Alfo in the fame Chapter Novimus, 'tis commanded, that the Church mail

effectually intercede for him, who is to be delivered over to be punifhed by
the fecular Court, that the Sentence concerning him may be fo moderated, as

to prevent Danger ofDeath *. And altho' the Emperor Frederick provided by
his Law, Let no one prefume to intercede with us in Behalf offuch, which if tf>ryPegna,

doth, he fhall defervedly incur our Indignation ; yet the Ecclefiaftical judges may«»» 10.

intercede in another Court for fuch a one; and altho' fuch Interceffion is for- '".J""'- K

bidden, which tends to favour the Heretick, or to the Hindrance of Juftice .
D/reff'

yet fuch Interceffion is not, which tends to the avoiding Irregularity, and
which is particularly injoined by the Law it felf. However, every Difficulty

* " Is there, fays Dr. Geddes, in his View of the Court of Inquiflcion in Portugal, p. 446. in
<c

all Hiltory, an Inflance of fo grofs and confident a Mockery of God, and the World, as this of
" the Inqnificors befeeching the civil Magiflrates, not to put the Hereticks they have condemned
" and delivered to them, to Death ? For were they in Earncft when they made this folemn Pe-

!
c tition to the fecular Magiflrates, why do they bring their Prifoners out of the Inquilicion, and

*' deliver them to thofe Magiflrates, in Coats painted over with Flames ? Why do they teach
" that Hereticks, above all other Malefactors, ought to be punifhed with Death ? And why do
<c they never refent the fecular Magistrates having fo little Regard to their eaineft and joint Pe-
*' tition, as never to fail to burn all the Hereticks that are delivered to them by the Inqiiifition,
<c within an Hour or two after they have them in their Hands? And why in Rome, where tho
M Supream, Civil, and Ecclefiaftical Authority are lodged in the fame Perfon, is this Petition of
u the Inquifuion, which is made there as well as in other Places, never granted ? Thus far Dr.

Geddes. And let me here add, that this Hypocrify and Diflimulation is the more vile and execrable,

in that the Inquifitors are commanded by the Bulls of feveral Popes, to compel the fecular Magi-

ftrate, under Penalty of Excommunication and other Ecclefiaftical Cenfuics, within fix Days rea-

dily to execute the Sentences pronounced by the Inquifitors againfi Hereticks, /'. c. to burn them»

The tender Meuies of thefe Wretches are Cruelty.

Vol. II. Pp o
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cf this kind the cunning Induftry of the Popes hath wholly taken away, who

have provided, how both the Inquifitors and Counfellors may more fecurely

avoid Irregularity. For Paul IV. confidering, at Rome, April 29, An. 1557.

in the Congregations held before him on the Caufe of Herefy, that the

greateft Part of thole imployed in this Affair, were Clergymen fecular and

regular, bein^ in Orders, in the Priefthood, and the Epifcopal, Archiepifco-

pal, or other higher Dignity, and even fome Cardinals, and that it oftentimes

happened, that, according to the Nature of the Cafes and Crimes before

them, they gave Sentence againft the Criminals, whereby was occafioned the

Lois of a Limb, or the Effufion of Blood, and fometimes even natural

Death-, and being, therefore willing to con fu It their Safety, and the Eafe of

their Mind and Confcience, determined and decreed, that all the aforefaid who
fhould aflift him in judging not only, in Caufes of Herefy, but alfo in every

other criminal Caufe, which fhouid or might be managed before him, might

give Sentence againft Criminals, by which they mould be condemned to the

Queftions or Torture, or to any other condign Punifhment, even to the Lofs

of a Member, and to natural Death inclufively, without incurring any Cen-

fure or Irregularity. PiusV. afterwards confirmed the fame Decree, and ex-

tended it to all the Inquifitors, their Vicars, Commiflaries, and Counfellors,

.

zzU?nbertus Locatus witneffes in his Book de opere Judicial: Inquifitorum, towards

the End, tit. de decretis. So that as thefe Decrees now ftand in Force, this

Proteftation doth not feem neceflary, that the Inquifitors hereby may avoid

Irregularity, when Criminals for Herefy are actually delivered over, or left

to the fecular Court. However, they will not fuffer it to be omitted, be-

caufe 'tis fupported by common Law, and the general Cuftom of the Eccle-

fiaftical Court-, nor are feveral Remedies, which may be had more fecurely

to obtain the fame End, to be rejected.

©«. *6. Nor can the fecular Judges, after Criminals for Herefy, relapfed or impe-

ffim. 85. nitenr, are delivered over, or left to them to be put to Death, re-examine the

Procefsand Caufe, and correct or alter it if needful, or pronounce the Sen-

tence void.

Caihol. However, Simancas relates from other Authors certain Inftances of Perfons,
injtit. wn0 were unjuftly condemned by the Inquifitors for Herefy, and whofe Sen=
*• * 6, *' 'tences were not executed by the fecular Judges. He cites Alciatus, as aiTerting,

" That the Lay Judge is not bound immediately to condemn a Criminal left

<(
to him by the Inquifitors, if he was not really defiled with the Crime of

<c Herefy, altho' the Ecclefiaftical Judge might have pronounced it fo •, and
* {

thus he adds, it wasfaid, that the Lay Judge was not bound to execute the
li Sentence of the Inquifitor, by which he pronounced a certain "Woman an
** Heretick, who in Reality had only made fome Love-Potions, and againft
" whom there were befides Proofs of certain Witchcraft. John Igneus alfo

" relates, that the fame twice happened at Milan, where two Women, con-
'* demned for Herefy by the Bifhop of Parma and the Inquifitor, efcaped
*' unpunifhed, it being found that they ever thought right concerning the
" Faith. He alfo adds, that a certain Woman at Rouen being condemned to

" the
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" the Flames for Herefy, was abfolved by the fecular Judges, and thofe who
" had condemned her, condemned to pay Colts." But Sim'aticas believes theie
Things and others of the fame kind, were either feigned out of Hatred to the
holy Inquifition, or elfe rafhly and unjuftly done by wicked and unskilful s

Judges, arid thinks that the fecular Judge is bound in a Caufe of Herefy im-
mediately, and, as they fay, with his Eyes fhut, to execute the Sentence of
the Ecclefiaftical Judge, without any Cognifance or A flu ranee of the Juftice
of it. And this is now mod exactly obferved in Spain and Portugal. In the
Accounts of the Spanijb Court, lately publifhed by a noble French Lady, who
attended the Queen out of France, there is an Inftance of a Jewijb Girl, fcaree
emred into her feventeenth 7ear, extreamly beautiful, who, in a publick Act
of Faith at Madrid, An. 1680. June 30. together with twenty others of her
Nation, of both Sexes, being condemned to the Stake, turned her felf to the
Queen, and prayed, that out of her Goodnefs and Clemency fhe might be de-
livered from the mod dreadful PunifhmeiK of the Fire, "in theie* Words :

Great Queen, is not your Prefence able to bring mefome Comfort under my Mifery ?

p

a r. fi

Conjider my Touth, and that I am condemnedfor a Religion which I have fucked in p«g. 5*
with my Mother's Milk. The Queen turned away her Eyes, and declared fhe
pitied the miferable Creature, but did not dare to intercede for her with a tin-

gle Word.
Nor muft the Inquifitor fhew to the Lay Judge the Procefs made by him ;

,
but the fecular Magistrate muft immediately, and without Delay, put in Ex-
ecution the Sentence of the Ecclefiaftical Judge. If he omits to do it, or de-
fers the Execution beyond the ufual Time, without a legal Caufe, the Inqui-
fitor may compel him to execute it by Ecclefiaftical Cenfure. Alexander IV.
hath, in the fulleft Manner, given this Power to the Inquifitors by a Refcript,
beginning, Ad audientiam.

But in this Affair the Cuftom of Provinces is different. In Spain, as foon as

ever the Sentence of the Relapfed or Impenitent, or any others who are to be
delivered over to the fecular Court, is read, the fecular Judges receive them
immediately into their Court, and having pronounced the Sentence of Death
or Burning, carry them directly to the Place of Execution. In many Cities

of Italy the fecular Judges keep in their Jayls the Criminals left or delivered

over to them by the Inquifitors three or four Days before they put them to

Death ; which feems to be done by Authority of Innocent IV. in a Bull begin-

ning, Ad exjlirpanda, where we thus read. As to thofe who are condemned for
Herefy, by theDiocefan or his Vicar, or by the aforefaid Inquifitors, let the chiefMa-

rate or Ruler, or his fpecial Meffenger, receive them when they are left to him,

and immediately, or within five Days at leafl, put in Execution the Confiitutiom

made againfi fuch Perfons. And they may be compelled to this by the Punish-

ment of Excommunication, and other Ecclefiaftical Cenfures, by a Refcript

of Innocent VIII. beginning, Dileftus Films, in thefe Words. Jnjoin and com-

mand the faid fecular Officials, under the Penalty of Excommunication, and 6th

Ecclefiaftical Cenfures, that within fix Days, after they [hall be /

they readily execute the Sentences pronounced by you againft fuch Herctichj without

Pp 2 feing



sjs The History of the Inquisition.
feeing the faid Procejps carried on by you, and without allowing any Appeal. If the

Inquifitor finds the fecular Judge to be fo negligent, as not to take Care to

put to Death the Hereticks delivered to him after thefe five or fix Days

are elapfed, tho' there be nothing legally to hinder him, then the Inquifitor

may command him to execute the Punifhment of Burning, or of Death, up-

on the Hereticks left to him, fince this is the Punifhment ufually inflicted on

fuch •, nor will the Inquifitor hereby fall into Irregularity. But others think

it a fafer Method, that the Inquificor mould not in this Cafe mention by Name
the Punifhment of Burning, or Death, commanding the fecular Judge to in-

flict it, becaufe poflibly he might become irregular •, to avoid which, he

makes the ufual Proteftation, when he configns over Hereticks to the fecular

Judge ; and therefore they think it fafer, that he fhould in general command
him, under Penalty of Excommunication, or other Cenfures, to put in Ex-
ecution the Sentences pronounced by him. This manner of fpeaking is con-

tained in a Refcript of Alexander IV.. beginning, Ad Audientiam ; and of

Leo X. beginning, Honejlis petentium votis : Or that he fhould obferve the Con-
ftkutions and Laws publifhed againft Hereticks, which Manner is not

obfcurely injoined by Innocent IV. in Extrav. Ad exflirpanda, §. Damnativero.

And thefe Methods they fay are fufHcient to avoid Irregularity.

How they proceed in the Dutchy of Milan in the Execution of the Sentence

p. 1. 1. 1. againft Hereticks, Carena teaches us in thefe Words. " And that we may
$"• 6 - >M-K" fee how our Senate at Milan proceeds in executing the Sentences pronounced

" by the Inquifitors againft Hereticks, and how great the Zeal of the faid

" Tribunal is in Things concerning the Catholick Religion, I here fubjoin
" the following Refcript of the faid Senate in this Affair. Our "Beloved: We
" have feen what you have written to us concerning Don Baptifta Gaudentius,
'* alias Friar Seraphin of Ferrara, who, as you have written to us, is guilty of
" heretical Pravity. Wherefore when he is delivered to you, immediately put his

" Condemnation in Execution. Milan, Aug. 6. 1573. Directed to The Wife
"

J. C. Judge of the Malefactors at Cremona. And in Execution of this De-
" cree the faid Criminal was, on the 12th Day of the faid Month, burnt
" alive in the publick Place of Juftice, as a relapfed and impenitent He-
<c

retick.

CHAP. XLI.

Of an Act c/Faith,

THE laft A&ofthelnquifition now remains, in which may be feen the
Accomplishment of all the feveral Matters we have been explaining

and relating. 'Tis commonly called an Aft of Faith. And 'tis worth white
more particularly to defcribe this Solemnity, becaufe 'tis celebrated with the
gwatcft Pomp, m
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When the Inquifitor is determined to pronounce the Sentences of certain

Criminals, he fixes on fome Lord's-day or Feftival to perform this Solemnity.
But they take Care that it be not Advent Sunday, or in Lent, or a very folemn
Day, fuch as the Nativity of our Lord, Eafter, and the like; becaufe 'tis not
decent that the Sermons on thofe Days mould be fufpended, but that every
one mould go to his own Parifh Church. A certain Sunday or Feftival there-

fore being appointed, the Parfons of all the Churches of that City or Place,
in which this Solemnity is to be performed, do, by Command of the Bifhop
and Inquifitor, when they have done preaching, publickly intimate to the

Clergy and People, that the Inquifitor will, in luch a Church, hold a general
Sermon concerning the Faith ; and they promife, in the Name of the Pope,
the ufual Indulgence of 40 Days, to all who will come and fee and hear the
Things which are there to be tranfacted. They take Care to give the fame
Notice in the Houfes of thofe Religious, who commonly preach the Word of
God, and that their Superiors mould be told, that becaufe the Inquifitor will

in fuch a Church make a general Sermon concerning the Faith, there-

fore he fufpends all other Sermons, that every Superior may fend four or two
Friars, as he thinks fit, to be prefent at the Sermon, and the pronouncing

.

the Sentences. This Solemnity was formerly called, A general Sermon con-

cerning the Faith, but 'tis now called, An Aft of Faith. And in this, great
Numbers of Perfons, fometimes one or two hundred are brought forth in

publick ProcefTion to various Kinds of Penances and Punifhments, all wearing,
the mod horrible Habits. They chufe Feftivals for this Solemnity, becaufe
then there is a greater Confluence of People gathered together to fee the Tor-
ments and Punifhments of the Criminals, that from hence they may learn to

fear, and be kept from the Commiflion of Evil. Concerning this Rite, the Ma-
drid Instruction, An. 1561. c. yy. thus prefcribes. When the ProceJJ'es c/Varam. /. j,

the Criminals are concluded, and the Sentences fixed, the Inquifitors /hall af- ?«• 4.

fign fome Holyday, on which there Jhall be a publick Aft. of the Faith :*• >6-

Which Bay they Jhall fignify to the Chapters of the Church and Confijlory

of the City ; and where there is any Royal Council, it /hall be notified alfo

to the Prefident and Members, who tnuft be all invited to attend the Ac! of
Faith, according to the Cufiom of every. Place. And let the Inquifitors take

Care- that thefe Things be done in fuch convenient Time, as that- the Execu*
tion of the Sentences of thofe who are to be delivered over to the fecular

Court may be done by Bay, to prevent Inconveniences. And indeed, as this

Act of Faith is now celebrated in Spain and Portugal, the Solemnity is truly

an horrible and tremendous Spectacle, in which every Thing is defignedly
made ufe of that may. ftrike Terror, for this Reafon, as they fay, that, they
may hereby give fome Reprefentation and Image of the future Judg-
ment.

If any one, whether an impenitent or relapfed Heretick, is to be delivered

to the fecular Court, the Bifhop and Inquifitor give Notice to the Ballive of
the Place, or principal Magiftrate of the fecular Court, that he muft come
fuch a Day and Hour with his Attendance to fuch. a Street or Place, to. re-

ceive
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ceive a certain Herctick or relapfed Perfon out of their Court, whom they will

deliver to him; and. that he mud give publick Notice the fame Day, or the

Day before in the Morning, by the Crier, throughout the City, in all the

uUial Places and Streets, that on fuch a Day and Hour, and in fuch a Place,

the Tnquifnor will make a Sermon for the Faith, and that the Bifhop and In-

quifitor will condemn a certain Heretick or Relapfe, by delivering him to the

iecular Court.

Jn mod of the Tribunals of the Inquifition, efpecially in Spain, 'tis a re-

markable Cuftom they ufe, viz. on the Day before the Acts of Faith, folemn-

Param. /ily to carry a Bufh to the Place of the Fire, with the Flames of which they

t j. e. io are confumed, who deferve the Punifhmenc of being burnt. This is not without
r.7°» &c ics Myfteries ; for the Burning and not confuming Bufh, fignifies the inde-

fectible Splendor of the Church, which burns, and is not confumed s and be-

fides this, it fignifies Mercy towards the Penitent, and Severity towards the

Frowardand Obftinate. And farther, it reprefents how the Inquifitors defend

the Vineyard of the Church, wounding with the Thorns of the Bum, and

burning up with Flames all who endeavour to bring Herefies into the Harveft

-of the Lord's Field. And finally, it points out the Obftinacy and Froward-

nefs of Hereticks, which muft rather be broken and bent, like a rugged and

ilubborn Bufh, and that as the Thorns and Prickles of the Bufh tear the

Garments of thofe who pafs by, fo alio do the Hereticks rend the feamlefs

Coat of Chrifl.

r.u. Befides, the Day before the Criminals are brought out of Jayl, to the

n. 63. publick Act of Faith, they part with their Hair and their Beard, by which
the Inquifitors reprefent, that Hereticks return to that Condition in which
they were born, viz. becoming the Children of Wrath.

All Things being thus prepared to celebrate this Act of Faith, all the Pri-

foners, on that very Day which is appointed for the Celebration of ir, are

cloathed with that Flabit which they muft wear in the publick Proceflion.

But the Cuftom in this Matter is not altogether the fame in all the Inquifi-

nifi.inq. tions. In that of Goa, the Jayl-Keepers, about Midnight, go into the Cells
coan. f tne Prifoners, bring in a burning Lamp to each of them, and a black

Garment ftriped with white Lines ; and alio a Pair of Breeches, which reach
down to their Ankles, both which they order them to put on. The black
Habit is given them in Token of Grief and Repentance. About two a Clock
the Keepers return, and carry the Prifoners into a long Gallery, where they
are all placed in a certain Order againft the Wall, no one of them being per-

mitted to fpeak a Word, or mutter, or move ; fo that they ftand immovable,
like Statues, nor is there the leaft Motion of any one of their Members to be
feen, except of their Eyes. All thefe are fuch as have confeffed their Fault,
and have declared themfelves willing to return by Penance to theBofom of the
Church of Rome. To every one of thefe is given a Habit to put over their

black Garment. Penitent Hereticks, or fuch as are vehemently fufpected,

received the bleffed Sackcloth, commonly called the Sambenito, which,' as we
.have before related, is of a Saffron Colour, and on which there is put the

1 Crofs



The History of the Inquisition. ^o^
they were under, giving each of them a Blow by the Hands of thofe
Priefts who attend him.

Farther, when the Inquifitors abfolve and reconcile Penitents at an A& ofParamui^
Faith, they make ufe of Rods, toadmonifh them, that by Herefy they have '• '-• *

-
;

'

fallen from the Favour of God into his Anger and Fury. Hence Paramus ad-
c ' ll *

vifes fuch Penitents to confider, with how great Indulgence they are treated
becaufe they are only whipped on their Shoulders, that they may go away'
and being mindful of the divine Fury, may take heed not to relapfe for the
future. The Rod alfo points out the judiciary Power which the Inquifitors ex-
ercife over impious Hereticks, and thofe who are fufpected of Herefy, be-
caufe a Rod is the Meafure by which any one's Deferts are meafured,' and
therefore Penitents are whipped with Rods according to the Nature of their
Offence, whereby their Faults are weighed and meafured. Farther, the In-
quifitors ufe Rods, becaufe, as a Rod at the Beginning is in its Nature flexi-

ble, tender and foft, but at laft hard, blunt and ftirr, fo the Inquifitors are
foft and tender, whilft Penitents, offending thro' Frailty and Ignorance re-
concile themfelves -, but if Hereticks do afterwards fuffer themfelves to be
overcome by Wickednefs, and fall again into the Crimes they have committed
then they whip them, and ftrike them feverely, even to the burning of the
Fire. And finally they ufe Rods to eftablim and fupport the Weak in the
Faith, becaufe Rods are a very apt Instrument to fupport and confirm the
Lame and Weak.
The Penitents carry in their Hands extinguished Wax Tapers, whilft the/^. ».:<;,

Inquifitors reconcile them, to intimate, that the Light of the Faith hath
been altogether extinguifhed in their Minds by the Sin of Herefy and Infide-

lity. Thefe Tapers are made of Wax, whereby Hereticks profefs (Rifum te-

iiealis) that their Hearts have been fo melted, thro' the Heat of Concupi-
fcence, as to receive various Sects ; and that as WT

ax grows hard by Moifture,
but melts by Drynefs and Warmth, i'o they being hardned by the Moifture of
carnal Delights, have remained in Infidelity, but are melted as Wax, and
converted by the Drynels and Heat of Tribulation and Penance injoined them.
And finally, the Cotton of the Taper, and the Wax of which 'tis made, and
the Fire with which 'tis lighted after Abfolution, fhadow forth, that the He-
reticks have denied Faith, Hope and Charity. But when the Tapers arc
lighted after their Reconciliation, this fignifies, that they profefs they will

demonflrate by the Light of good Works the Faith which they have reco-

vered.

Farther, thofe who are reconciled are fprinkled wirh holy Water and Hyf-c ir.

fop, in Token, that being brought out of the Power of Darknefs, and ha-"-^ r

ving turned the Eyes of their Minds to the true Light of the Faith, they are

to remain free from all the Snares and Calumnies of the Devil, that they may
ferve God with greater Freedom.

Farther, he who hath offended againft the Catholick Faith which he had c it.

profeffed, hath a Rope tied round his NTeck, to fignify, that the inward «• 7S«

Parts of fuch a Perfon being poiTeffed by the Craftinefs of the Devil, have

CLq a beer»
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been given to fuch Sins, of which his outward Parts being tied with Ropes,

give a very evident Sign and Proof. And tho' they are reconciled after Abju-

ration of their Herefy, yet they walk with a Rope tied about their Necks,

that they may come out as WitnefTes againft: themfelves, and may be Exam-
ples to others, that they may turn their Eyes to the inward Spots of the

Mind.
During this Action, every one of the Prifoners eats the Bread and Figs

in the Church, which were given them by the Officers of the Inquifition in

When this Ceremony is performed, the Inquifitor goes back to his Place,

after which the Sentences of thofe who are appointed to Death are read over,

the Conclufion of which is, that the Inquifition can fhew them no Favour up-

on Account of their being relapfed, or impenitent, and that therefore it deli-

vers them over to the Arm of the fecular Court, which they earneftly in-

treat fo to moderate their Punifhment, as to prevent the EfTufion of Blood,

and Danger of Death. When thofe laft Words are read, one of the Officers

of the holy Office gives each of them a Blow on the Bread, by which he fig-

nifies that they are left by the Inquifition ; upon which one of the Officers of

fecular Juftice comes to them and claims them. If any of them are in holy

Orders, they are degraded, and deprived of all their Orders, before they are

delivered to the fecular Arm. After this they read the Sentences againft the

Dead. At laft thefe miferable Wretches are brought to the fecular Judge,
to hear the Sentence of Death, and when they come before him, they are

feverally asked, in what Religion they defire to die. Their Crime is never

inquired into •, becaufe 'tis not the Office of the fecular Magiftrate, to ask,

whether thofe, who are condemned by the Inquifition, are criminal. He is

to pre-fuppofe them guilty, and his Duty is to inflict the Punifhment appoint-

ed by Law upon thofe who commit fuch Crimes of which they are pronoun-
ced guilty by the Inquifition. When they have anfwered this one fingle

Queftion, they are foon after tied to a Stake, round about which there is

placed a Pile of Wood. Thofe who anfwer that they will die Catholicks,

are firft ftrangled ; but thofe who fay they will die Jews or Hereticks, are

burnt alive*. As thefe are leading out to Punifhment, the reft are carried

back

* 1 cannot avoid here giving my Reader a more particular Account of this Execution from
Dr. Geddes, who himfelf was once prefent at it. His Words are thefe: u The Prifoners are no
*' fooner in the Hands of the Civil Magiftrate, than they are loaded with Chains, before the
" Eyes of the Incjuifaors, and being carried firft to the fecular Jayl, are, within an Hour or two,
" brought from thence, before the Lord Chief Juftice, who, without knowing any Thing of
M their particular Crimes, or of the Evidence that was againft them, asks them one by one; In
" what Religion they do intend to die ? If they anfwer, That they will die in the Communion of
*' the Church of Rome, they are condemned by him, To be carriedforthwith to the Place of Execu-
" tion, and there to be firji firangled, and afterwards burnt to Afkes. But if they fay, They will di$
41

in the Pretejlar.t, or in any other Faith that is contrary to the Roman, they are then fentenced
" by hiit, Up if carried forthwith u the Place ofExecHtion, and there to be burnt alive,

" -At
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Oath, by which the King obliges himfelf to protect, the Catholick Faith, to the
Extirpation of Herefies, and the Defence of the Inquifition. The King ftand-
ing bare-headed, having on one Side of him the Conftable of Caslile^or one
o, the Grandees of Spain, who holds up the Sword of State, fwears'that he
will keep the Oath, which is publickly read over to him, by one of the Mem-
bers of the Royal Council •, and remains in the fame Pofture, till ihe fupream
Inquifitor goes back to his Place. After this one of the Secretaries of the In-
quifition goes into a Desk, reads over the like Oath, and takes it from the
Council, and the whole AfTembly. Then all the feveral Sentences are read
over, and the Solemnity fometimes lafts till nine a Clock in the Evening.

In Rome and throughout all Italy, as far as I could gather from any Au-
thors, they do not obferve fuch folemn Proceflions in Acts of Faith, or in the
Sermons concerning the Faith. But in what Manner the Sentences are there
pronounced, and how they are executed, may, in fome meafure, be fathered
from the two following Accounts.

Bzovius tells us, that in the Year 1498. there were difcovered 230 Moors, §. 31.
who had abjured the Chriftian Faith after their Expulfion from Spain. After
they had wandered about they came to Rome, where they were known,
in-formed againft, thrown into Jay], and at length being recovered to the
fame Faith, were thus admitted into the Church by Pope Alexander. On
Sunday, July 29. as J. Bruchard writes, who faw it, an high and large Scaffold
was built before the Portico of the great Church of St. Peter*s at Rome,
between that and another Portico, which is above the Steps of the Afcenc
to the faid Church. Upon this Scaffold were placed the 230 Moors to be re-

conciled. All thefe Perfons being fat down on the Floor of the Scaffold, in their
ufual Habit, and the molt Reverend Fathers and Lords, the Lord Peter
Arch-Bifhop of Regio, Governorof the City, John of Carthagena, AmbafTador
of the molt ferene the King and Queen of Spain, 05iavianus, Bifhop of Ma-
rano, Referendary of our holy Lord the Pope, Dominicus Jacobatius, and
James Dragatius, Auditors of the Caufes of the holy Apoftolick Palace,
Mafter Paul of Moneglia, in the Country of Genoua, a Predicant, Mafter of
the facred Palace, and Mafter John of Malcone, of the Order of Minors,
Doctors of Divinity, Penitentiaries of our aforefaid Lord the Pope, in the
faid Church, for the Spanijh Nation, being feated as above in their proper
Places, and in their ordinary Habit ; a certain Mafter in Divinity, a Predi-
cant, made a Sermon concerning the Faith in the vulgar Italian, and againft
the fold Moors, who were all of the Spanijh Nation, and of whom one was a Pro-
feffed of the Order of St. Francis, whofe Habit he publickly wore, whom,
and all the aforefaid Perfons, he accufed of all their Errors, which he knew
concerning the Faith, and reproved and inftrudlred. After the Sermon was
ended, the Moors asked Pardon, and defired Abfolution. Then the Mafter
of the holy Palace admonifhed them in Latin faithfully to believe, and to

live well, and put them in Mind of the Penance which they had defer-

ved ; which Admonition he expounded to them in Spanijh. After this, as

they were on their Knees, this Penance was injoined them ; that they ihould
Vol. II. Rr walk
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walk two and two to the Church of St. Peter, and there pray, in that Habit

which mould be injoined them for this Purpofe ; and in the fame Order mould

alfo go to the Church of the Convent of St. Mary fupra Minervam, where

they mould put off their Habit, and every one freely return to his own Place.

"When they had received this Habit and Penance, the aforefaid Mafters Paul

and John abfolved them all, who, after Abfolution, went to the two Churches

aforefaid, the Pope feeing the whole Ceremony in the new Rooms, and grant-

ing; them his Bleffing. The Habit which thefe Moors were injoined to wear,

was of this Form. Upon their ordinary Garments there was a red or purple

Cloath, hancnno- over their Shoulders upon their Breads and Backs, quite

down to their Hips, having on it a yellow Crofs four Fingers wide, and of

the fame Length with the Cloath it felf. Every one of them went to the Al-

tar of the aforefaid Church of St. Mary ad Minervam, and there laid down the

aforefaid Cloath, which the Friars received, and hung up on high in the

Church, to preferve the Memory of that Affair.

Brovuis, Peter of Aranda, Bifhop of Calahorra, Matter of the Houfe of his Holi-

.4.1498. nefs our Lord the Pope, was kept in Jayl, being defamed for Mahometanifm

§ y-fn - andHerefy. Alexander the Pope committed the Hearing and legal Determi-

nation of his Caufe, to Peter, Arch-Bifhop of Regio, Governor of the City,

Peter of Venance, Bifhop of Cefena, Auditor General of the Court of the Cau-

ses of the Apoflolick Chamber, and Egardus Durca, Bifhop of Slefwick, one

of the faid Auditors of the Caufes of the facred Apoflolick Chamber. When
they had examined feveral Witneffes on Behalf of the Fifcal, and 101 on the

Behalf of Aranda, who all of them depofed either in part or in whole, a-

gainft the faid Aranda, after the Procefs was duly carried on againft him, at

length the faid Lords Commiffaries did, onWednefday, Sept. 14. report the

Procefs and Depofitions of the Witneffes to our holy Lord the Pope, in a

private Confiftory. Alexander, when he underftood the Affair, by the Ad-

vice of the molt Reverend Lords the Cardinals, deprived Aranda of the E-

pifcopal Dignity, and of all his Benefices and Offices, and depofed and de-

graded him from all his Orders ; and being thus deprived, depofed, and de-

graded, he was at laft thrown into Jayl in the Caftle of St. Angelo. Brucardus

in diariis hujus anni.

How the Solemnity of a general Sermon or Act of Faith was formerly ob-

ferved, plainly appears from the Book of the Sentences of the Tholoufe Inqui-

fition. The People being called together into the Church, and after the

preaching the Sermon concerning the Faith, the Act commenced by an Oath,

which the Inquifitors gave to the Civil Magiftrates, by which they promifed

their Afiiftance to difcover and apprehend Hereticks, and to accufe and de-

nounce them to the Inquifitors •, and finally conclude, And in thefe and all other

Things which belong to the Office of the lnquifition, we will be obedient to God, and

the Church of Rome, and the Inquifitors. This Oath, as appears by compa-

ring the feveral Sermons together, was afterwards fomewhat enlarged, that

the Magiftrates might not have the leaft Pretence for conniving at He-
refy.

2 After
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After this Oath the Sentence of Excommunication was pronounced asainft

fuch as fhould hinder, the Office of the Inquifition, by which all were puc
under Excommunication, Who have knowing hindered the Office of the Inquifi-
tion, orfor the future fball hinder it by any Means, direclly or indirectly , openly or
fecretly, either by concealing the Truth themfelves, or revoking what they have legally

confejfed, or by unlawfully perfuading others to conceal or revoke it ; and alfo who-
mever Jhall diretlly or indiretlh, openly or privately, knowingly grant Counfel,
AJfiflance or Favour hereto. Thus runs the firfl Form of Excommunication in
the fecond Sermon in the Book of Sentences, which was in others differently
enlarged, that no Perfon, ever fo (lightly fufpected, might efcape the Hands
of the Inquifitors, and that the Magiflrate might have no poflible way of
throwing any Hindrance to the Inquifitors in their holy Office.

After this follows the Act of the Inquifition, and that the Tribunal may
appear fomewhat merciful and kind, they ufually began the Act with par-
doning or mitigating the Punifhment to fome few Perfons, condemning ac
the fame time a great many to the fame or heavier Punifhments. From fome
they took their CrofTes, and injoined them fome arbitrary Penance. Others
were brought out of Jayl, and had CrofTes put on them, which was a leffer

Punifhment. When thefe Favours were beftowed, the Sentences were read
over, by which Penances were injoined the Criminals.

The firfl Sentences were thofe of the Crofs-Bearers, who were injoined to
wear CrofTes on their Breafl and Back, and if their Crimes were very heinous,
they were condemned to wear two. If it happened that their Faults were
flight, they were injoined arbitrary Penance without CrofTes. An Inftanceof
which we have, fol. 81. Then follow the Sentences of thofe who were to be
immured, who were condemned to perpetual Imprifonment, there to do
wholefome Penance with the Bread of Grief, and Water of Affliction. If
the Offences of any fuch were very grievous, they were more clofely and
ftraitly confined, and put in Irons.

Then follow the Sentences of the Impenitent and Relapfed, who are deli-

vered over to the fecular Court -, then the Sentences againft the Dead, and
againft the Houfes in which any Perfons have committed Herefy, and final-

ly againft the Fugitives. When the Sentence is pronounced, the Gofpels are
placed before the Inquifitors, as tho' nothing was decided without taking
Counfel from God. This their ufual Form, which generally occurs in the
Sentences, plainly fhews. Having God before our Eyes, and the Purity of the

orthodox Faith, and having thefe holy Gofpels placed before us, that our Sentence may
comefrom the Face of God, and our Eyes may behold Equity.

The whole Act being finifhed, the Inquifitor performed three Things. Eymer.

Firfl, He granted forty Days Indigencies to all who were prefent at ChurcV- *
at the aforefaid Acts of Faith. Secondly, He proclaimed publickly, that all

"' I95 '

who had given Counfel, Afiiftance or Favour, towards any one's abjuring
Herefy, and returning to the Unity of the Church, viz. all fuch as inform^
bear Witnefs, advife, read the Crimes, Abjuration and Sentence, and the
Officers who keep them in Cuflody, fhall obtain three Years Indigencies
from the Pope. Thirdly, He notifies to all, that whofoever knows any He-

ll r 2 retick,
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reticle, or Perfon defamed or fufpected of Herefy, and (Kail denounce him

t ) the'lnquifuon, fhall alfo obtainfrom the Pope three Years fndulgehcies.

And this concludes the whole Act, and was formerly the Manner of holding

a Sermon of the Faith.

Now let us fee how all Things are put in Execution at this time in Spain

and Portugal, after the Act of Faith.

DireB. Criminals penitent and reconciled, and brought out in publick Procefllon,

;.3.»i64-
a re carried back to their former Jayls in the holy Office, the fame Day in

torn. 40. w hich tne Sentences are pronounced againft them, and the Day following

are brought to an Audience of the Inquifitors, and are admonifhed of thofe

Things which are injoined them by their Sentences, and how grievoufly they

will be punifhed, unlefs they humbly do the Penances affign'd them. After

this they fend every one to the Place to which his Sentence ordered him.

Thofe who are condemned to the Gailies, are fent to the Jayls of the fecular

Judges. Some are whipped thro' the principal Streets of the City, and

iometimes receive two hundred Lafhes. Others wear the infamous Sambenito,

fome every Day, others muft appear in them only Sundays and Holydays,

But in thefe Things every one obferves the Cuftom of his own Inquifition. In

the Inquifition at Goa this is the Method. Before the Prifoners are difmiffed,

they are carried from Jayl to fome other Houfe, where they are every Day in-

ftructed in the Doctrines and Rites of the Church of Rome ; and when they

are difmiffed, every one hath a Writing given him, containing the Penances

injoined them ; to which is added a Command, that every one fhall exactly

keep fecret every Thing he hath feen, faidor heard, and all the Tranfactions

relating to him, whether at the Table, or in other Places of the holy Office.

And to this Secrefy every Prifoner binds himfelf byafolemn Oath.

The Day after this Solemnity alfo, the Effigies of thofe condemned to

Death, painted to the Life, are carried to the Dominicans Church, and there

hung up to be viewed by all. The Cuftom in this Matter is defcribed by Ln-

1. \.t.i. dovicus a Paramo. " There is another Monument of Infamy, which, tho'

«. 5.w-9j " vulgarly called by the Spaniards, Sambenito, yet is not. a Garment, but a
io,ii. « Cloath affixed to the Walls of the Churches for perpetual Infamy in the

" Parifhes where they lived. On this Cloath is written the Name and Sur-
" name of the Criminal, and the Bufinefs he carried on is alfa exprefTed.

" Ifhedifcoversany farther, they add another little Piece to the Cloath to

M prevent Doubt, defcribinghis Country, and oftentimes alfo the Parents and
" Grandfathers of the condemned Perfon.
" In fome of thefe Cloaths may be read,, who were the Parents of the Crimi-

<c
nals, of what Race they were, whether they were married, or if married

" Women, whofe Wives they were, whether lately recovered to the Chri-
f< flian Religion from the Jewifh Law and Mahometan Sect. Finally, the
tl Caufe of their Penance is declared according to the Nature of their Crime,
" viz. that he was an Arch-Heretick, a Dogmatift, a declared Heretick,
" an heretical Apoftate, a feigned Penitent, negative and obftinate, an im-
* c penitent and relapfed Heretick, a Lutheran, Anabaptift, Calvinijf, Mar-
" tianift Herecick 3 even tho' they died before Condemnation. Befides this

i " In-
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* Infcription, there is alfo painted the Mark which is ufuaL'y put on livino-
1

Penitems, as is above explained. In the antient Cloaths, which have not
14

yet been repaired, one may fee an upright Crofs. Befides thefe already
" mentioned, other Things may be feen in them ; for in fome the Perfon and

1 Crime is omitted, and this one Word only written without the Picture,
'* Combufus, Bun:!. On the Cloaths of fuch as are reconciled, this Word on-
" ly without any Crofs or Mark, Reconciliatus, Reconciled. Sometimes the
1 Date of the Year is wanting. Sometimes the Flames are painted without
any Infcription, fo that the Criminal can't poflibly be known. Some
Cloaths are to be feen, from the Ends of which the Threads hang out, in

' which probably there is nothing remarkable, and which feem to *be made
* of the very End of the Piece. The Caufe of fo great a Variety in thefe
' Cloaths feems to be this, that formerly the Fathers of the holy Inquifition
did not publifh Conftitutions concerning all thefe Matters, as they have

" now done. For after that the Inflructions of the Inquifitors were printed
<£

at Madrid, there is extant a peculiar Conftitution, in which the Manner of
" fixing up, and keeping in Repair thefe Cloaths of Infamy is prefcribed.
" 'Tis decreed in this manner, Cap. Si. "Tis known, that the Monuments of
fi Infamy of condemned Perfons, both living, whether prefent or abfent, or
<c

dead, muft be hung up on the Walls of the Churches of the Parifhes where
tc

they lived ; and that whether they are imprifoned, or deceafed, or fled.
" 'Tis the fame as to reconciled Perfons, after having performed the Penan-
" ces injoined them, and the taking off their Habits, even altho* they were
" cloathed in them only for the Proceffion at the Act of Faith, and whilfi
" their Sentences were read over. This is inviolably obferved, and no one

hath Power to make any Alteration herein j but 'tis always recommended
to the Inquifitors, that they fhould take diligent Care to repair thefe Effi-

gies, efpecially in the Provinces which they vifit, that the Infamy of He-
reticks and their Pofterity may never be forgotten. The Time alfo of
Condemnation muft be written on thefe Cloaths, and it muft be particularly

fpecified, whether they offended as Jews, Saracens, Lutherans, and embra-
ced the Herefies of their Followers and other impious Perfons. However,,
thefe Monuments of Infamy and Difgrace are not to be fixed up to render

thofe infamous, who are reconciled during the Time of Indulgence and
" Grace. For as it was agreed with them, that they mould not wear fuch in-

" famous Habits, nor be cloathed with them during the Time of their Re-
'•• conciliation, it would be contrary to Reafon and Juftice to hang them up ;

" becaufe it would be wholly to deftroy the Favour granted them. This
" Conftitution is obferved in all the Kingdoms and Dominions of the King of

Spain, excep: in Sicily ; where, in the Year 1543. when the Licentiate Cer-

vera was Inquifitor there, there was a very great Commotion at Palerm:,

when the People rofe againft the holy Inquifition, and tore off the infa-

mous Cloaths from the Walls of the Church dedicated to St. Dominick, with -

fo great a Fury and Rage, that they could never, to this Day, fix them crp

again upon the Walls either of that, or any other Church,
C HA P,
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CHAP. XLII.

An Enumeration of the feveral Injiances of Injujlice and Cruelty

praBifed in the 'Tribunal of the I n q,u i s i t i o n.

THUS far we have defcribed the Method of Proceeding obferved in

the Inquifition, as fir as we could learn it from the Writings of the Pa-

pifts, and even the Inquifitors themfelves ; and if we attentively confider it,

and compare it with the ufual Method of Proceeding in all other Courts, we
(hall find it to be a Series and Connection of Injuftice and Cruelties, and

fubverfive of all Laws both divine and humane.

The Papifts ufually recommend to their own People this Tribunal as an ho-

ly one, and call the Inquifition the holy Office. But if we confider it through-

ly, we fhall find 'tis all Difguife, by which they endeavour to palliate and

cover over the Villany and Injuftice of this Court. 1 will not now undertake

to fhew that the Cauies which are managed before this Tribunal, are not fub-

ject to humane Judgment, but belong to the Tribunal of God and his Son
Chrift. For God only, the fupream Lord of all, who can fave, and can

deftroy, can prefcribe the Laws of Salvation and Damnation. He only,

asOmnifcient and Searcher of Hearts, can pronounce an infallible Judgment
of every one's Faith, which lies concealed in his Mind, and which he may
difiemble by Words or Actions, and hath admitted no Man as Partner with

himfelf in this Power. From hence it evidently follows, that 'tis a facrile-

gious Violation of the divine Majefty and Laws, in that the Pope of Rome ar-

rogates to himfelf the Judgment of the Faith, prefcribes Laws of Be-
lieving to the Faithful, erects the Tribunal of an Inquifition, fends every

where Inquifitors as Judges delegated by him, who, in his Name, and by a

Power granted by him, are to inquire into the Faith of all, and punifh thofe

who are not in all Things obedient to the Pope. Nor will I here examine
that villanous Doctrine by which they teach, that Hereticks are to be de-

prived of all Power, fo that Faith is not to be kept with them, Subjects are

not bound by their Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity, that the Husband or

Wife, for the Herefy of either, is freed from the Laws of Matrimony, and
even Children from Obedience to their Parents. For 'tis fully evident that

this Doclrine fubverts all Laws divine and humane.
I will only in a few Words reprefent the principal Iniquities and Inftances

of Injuftice of this Tribunal, in which, as to the Reafon and Method of Pro-
ceeding in Favour of the Faith, it differs from the Laws and Cuftoms of all

other Courts •, whereby Things evidently unjuft in other Tribunals, are in

this accounted juft. I mail not indeed mention all, but the Chief only, and
moft remarkable Inftances, as Specimens of the reft.

I. The
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I. The firfl is, that the Inquifitors by publifhing an Edict of the Faith
oblige all under the Penalty of Excommunication, to inform before them of
every one, whom they fufpect of Herefy for the flighted Caufe ; fo that not
only a Relation is bound to accufe his Relation, a Brother his Brother and
by his Information to bring him into Danger of being burnt, the mod horri-
ble of all Punifliments j but even a Wife her Husband, yea, what deftroys
all the Laws of Nature, a Son, according to the Opinion of many Doctors,
is bound to inform againft his Father, if a fecret Heretick. And tho*
fome think the Son exempted from this Obligation, yet they fay he is to
be commended when he accufes his Father, becaufe he prefers the Caufe of
the Fairhand Church to any carnal Relation. Yea, he is fometimes tempted
by Rewards to give fuch an Information. For when the Effects of Hereticks
are confifcated, fo that the Son can't be his Father's Heir, yet he recovers
his Father's Effects as the Reward of informing againft him. What is this

better than to folicite by Rewards wicked, ftubborn and rebellious Children,
whom their Parents may have corrected for their diffolute Manners, to ac-
cufe their Parents of feigned Crimes, or at leaft to become Betrayers of
them.

II. A fecond Inftance of Injuflice is, their condemning a Perfon, defamed;
only for Herefy, to make canonical Purgation, i. e. to purge himfelf with
feven, more or lefs, Compurgators j fo that if he fails in one, two or three,
he is accounted guilty. For thus the Life and Torture of any one depends
on the Will and Pleafure of another, and 'tis enough to declare him to be
an Heretick, if one of the Compurgators dares not fwear, that he believes
to be true, what the defamed Perfon afferts upon his Oath. And altho'
they confefs that canonical Purgation is a very deceitful Method, their
Injuflice can't be excufed, becaufe notwithftanding this, they ufe it in

their Court.

III. A third is, that in this Office, every one, tho' excluded by other
Courts, is admitted for a Witnefs, a mortal Enemy only excepted.

IV. To this may be added a fourth, that the Names of the Witneffes are
not fhewn to the Prifoner, nor is any Circumftance difcovered to him by
which he can come to the Knowledge ofthe WitneiTes. Who doth not fee,,

that the Defence of the Prifoners is maimed and imperfect:, who, tho' accufed,
as they think, of the mofl heinous Crime, hath no Adverfary againft whom
he can defend himfelf, but like blind and groping Perfons, muff, endeavour
to find him out, whilft, in the mean while, they are ordinarily accufed by,
and make their Defence againft a different Perfon ? 'Tis well known, that
fuch is the Wickednefs of Mankind, that fome will readily endeavour the
Deftruction of others by falfe Information and Witnefs, if they can conceal
themfelves, efpecially if infamous and perjured Perfons, guilty of almoft

every
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every Crime, be admitted as Witneffes, and foliated with Promifes and Re-
wards. Befides, who can pretend to form a certain Judgment of mortal En-
mity, which lies concealed in the Mind, and of which no Man can therefore

be a certain Judge ? The Caufes of fuch Enmity are no abfolute Difcovery

of it. One may lee fome Perfons fo meek, and fo fully poffeffed with the

Fear of God, as that tho' they are injured in the mod grievous Manner,
they will not harbour Enmity in their Bread •, whilft others, tho' injured in a

very trifl ng Manner, yea, giving a wrong Turn to an indifferent Action,

fhal! conceive an irreconcilable Hatred, and cherifli a mortal Enmity. Who
can here judge of the M ;nd of either ? When the Judge hath confidered the

Caule of the Enmity, if it doth not appear to him to be fufficient, he will

pronounce the Man not to be at mortal Enmity, tho' at the fame time his

Mind may burn with Anger and Revenge. And thus he becomes a proper

Witnefs, becaufe he is of a worfe Difpolirion than the Judge dares prefume
him to be •, whereby the miferable Wretch, who happens to have fuch an

Enemy, perifhes by fuch an Evidence.

V. A fifth Inftance of Injuftice is, that if two unexceptionable Witneffes,

who yet muft ever be liable to Exception, becaufe unknown to the Criminal,

teftify of different Facts, yea, fometimes if there be one only, yea, if but a

mere Report, they think it enough ro order to the Torture. Hereby there is

an End at once of the moft innocent Perfon in the World, and the Inquifitor

hath it in his Power by this Means to make any one guilty by his own pro-

per Confeffion. For how eafily doth it happen, and there are Inftances

enough of this in the Court of the Inquifition, for a wicked Wretch, or an
Enemy to charge an innocent Perfon with the Crime of Herefy, when he is

certain that he is not obliged to prove his Information, and that his Name
fhall not be difcovered. In the mean while the Perfon informed againft is

condemned to the Torture, and without End and Meafure tormented with
the moft cruel Torments, till he makes a Confeflion of a Crime that he hath
never committed ; which is fo evident, that Friar Bernard Deliciofi formerly
faid, as appears in his Sentence, That even St. Peter and St. Paul could not de-

fend themfelves from Herefy, if they were now alive 9 if Inquifition was made againft

them according to the Marnier ufed by the Inquifitors.

VI. The fixth is, that two unexceptionable Witneffes who agree, are fuf-

ficient for the Conviction and Condemnation of any Perfon. 'Tis well known
that many Things might be objected againft the Credit of the Witneffes, if

they were known, by which the Weight of their Evidence might be leffened ;

and that they might be oftentimes convicted of Falfhood by feveral Circum-
flances, by the Teftimony of others prefent, and by other Means. But who
can defend himfelf againft Perfons he doth not know ? All that he can do is

to guefs and conjecture who the Accufers and Witneffes are. If he miftakes
in this, all his Defence is in vain. If the Prifoner Ihould happen to guefs

right, yet the Witneffes are never difcovered to him, and he muft make his

Defence
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Defence againft them upon a bare Sufpicion. In the mean while the Inquifitor
is to judge, whether the Prifoner weakens or deftroys the Credit of the Witnefs,
If he cannot deftroy the Evidence, akho' he be the moft innocent Perfon

'

al~-

tho' he protefts that he is a Catholick, and will die in the Faith of the Church
of Rome, yet he can't efcape being condemned as a convided Heretick, and
being delivered over to the fecular Power to be burnt for Contumacy and
Impenitency. Nor muft he, unlefs he will commit a mortal Sin, redeem his
Life by a falfe Confeflion of a Crime he hath not committed. So that in this
Cafe the miferable Wretch, falfly accufed, which they themfelves allow doth
fometimes happen, is condemned as an Heretick by the Laws of the Inqui-
fition, delivered over to the fecular Court to be burnt, and yet is at the fame
time a true Catholick, and, as they themfelves fay, mall obtain for this
Wrong the Crown of Martyrdom. So that an innocent and juft Perfon is

condemned by the Laws of the Inquifition, and he whom the Inquifitors fen-
tence to Death, is a Perfon acceptable to God, and to be honoured with a
Crown of Martyrdom. 'Tis a Scandal that any Tribunal mould be erected,
againft which fo foul an Objection lies ; or that the Church, after Satisfaction
is made to God, and the internal Court of the Church by Repentance, mould
erect another external Court, where Satisfaction muft be made by the Punifh-
ment of the Penitent.

VII. A feventh Inftance is, thatthey would have Perfons informed againft
become their own Accufers. For as foon as ever any one is thrown into Jayl,
he is bound by an Oath to declare the Truth. Then he is asked the Reaibn of
his Imprifonment, that he may accufe himfelf, if he hath happened to do any-

thing that will render him guilty in the Court of the Inquifition. Whereas
the Method of all Courts requires that the Accufation be fhewn to the Cri-
minal, and he himfelf be examined concerning the Fact he is accufed of. But
in the Inquifition every Prifoner is left to guefs at the Crime he is accufed of.

There are oftentimes Things fpoken innocently and inadvertently, fome-
times Words are turned into a quite different Senfe, fometimes the Crime re

felf is evidently forged; and, in the meanwhile, if he can't accufe himfelf,

he miferably pines away fometimes for Years together in an execrable Jay!,
that his Conftancy may be broken by the Tedioufnefs of his Imprifonment.
If he can't guefs at the Crime, and waits till 'tis objected againft him by the
Promotor Fifcal, he is looked on as guilty of Contumacy, ftubborn, and
perjured, and if then by Chance he remembers the Crime, and owns it, he
is more grievoufly punifhed, becaufe he would not voluntarily confefs it.

But if he doth not acknowledge it, he is tortured, tho' it be not fully proved ;

but if it be fully proved, he is condemned, according to the Laws of the In-

quifition, as a negative Convict. So that however he behave, he can't pof-
fibly efcape the cruel Hands of the Inquifitors.

VIII. An eighth Inftance is, that the Inquifitors ufe various Arts to draw
.out a Confeflion from the Prifoners, by making them deceitful Prormfes,

Vol. II. S f which.
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which, when they have got the Confefllon, they don't believe themfelves ob-

liged to fulfil j and to get them by artful and evafive Interrogatories to declare,

that the Informers and Witnefles are not their mortal Enemies ; that lb the

Prifoner beino deftitute of all human Affiftanceand Comfort, and feeing no End

to his Miferies, may, thro' the Art and Fraud of the Inquifuor, have no poftible

way left to defend himfelf. And yet in the mean while thefe Wretches affect

the Appearance of Juftice, and grant the Criminals an Advocate and Procura-

tor to manage their Caufe. But in this the Prifoner is miferably deceived.

IX. And this is a ninth Specimen of their Injuftice, becaufe the Advocate

granted to him is given him only to betray him. For he may not choofe

iuch an Advocate as he himfelf approves of, nor is it lawful for, the Advo-

cate to defend the Prifoner, unlefs he would be accounted as a Favourer of
Herefy •, but the Inquifition it felf affigns him his Advocate, bound to them

by an Oath, whole principal Bufinefs is to perfuade the Criminal to

confefs the Crime he is accufed of, not to ufe any Methods of De-

fence not pract;fed in the Court or the Inquifition, and immediately to

quit his Defence, if he can't defend him according to the Laws of the

Inquifitirn. Befides, the Defences they ufe are mere Trifles and Impoftures,

by which they miferably deceive the Prifoners, fo that tho' they feem to be

endeavouring to do a great deal, they in Reality do nothing at all •, but only

obierve a few Forms, that the Procefs in the mean while may be prepared

and nnifhed, according to the Cuftom obferved in the Inquifition.

X. A tenth is, that when the Crimes cannot be proved againft the Prifoner,

he is not abfolved from the Crime of which he is accufed, but only from Pro-

jection •, and all the Declaration that is made is, that the Crime againft him

is not proved by proper WitnefTes ; and this Sentence is never taken for an.

adjudged Cafe. So that he who is once informed againft to the Inquifition,

altho* he be innocent, and his Crime can't be proved according to the recei-

ved Manner of the Inquifition, tho' indeed, according to that Manner, all

Crimes, of which there is but the leaft Sufpicion, may be eafily proved ; yet

he is never blotted out of the Inquifitors Book or Index, but his Name is

there preferved in perpetual Remembrance of his being a fufpecled Perfon,

that if he fhould happen to be informed againft for Herefy at any other time,

thefe latter Informations added to the former may amount to a real Proof,

and thataltho' he is difmiffed from Jayl by the Sentence of the Judge, he

may never be able to live in Safety, but that being always fufpected by the

Inquifuor, he may be arrefted for the fame Crime which ought to have been

forgotten, upon the frefh Information of fome vile and wicked Fellow.

XL An eleventh, and that not the leaft Initance of Injuftice, is, their

Headinefs to put Perfons to the Torture, and that to difcover a fecret Crime,

tying concealed in the Mind-, yea, that they wilt ufe the Torture fo much
the fooner, becaufe the Crime is more concealed than other Crimes. 'Tis

well
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well known to all, that Torture is a very deceitful Method of difcoverint*

the Truth, becaufe thofe who confefs the Truth, and who declare Falfhoods^
have the very fame End to their Pain. And therefore Lawyers will never
have the Torture made ufe of, unlefs when the Crime is fufficiently proved,
and there wants nothing but the Criminal's own Confeflion. But as to fecret

Crimes, to be ready to inflid the Torture is the higheft Injuftice, and neceflari-

ly fubjects many innocent Perfons to the moft grievous Punifhment ; whilft

being unable to refill the Cruelty of their Torments, they had rather make
themfelves guilty, by a falfe Confeflion of a Crime they never fo much as

thought of, to put an immediate End to their moft cruel Punifhment, than
to endure any longer thofe moft dreadful Torments, of which they can fee no
manner of End.

XII. The twelfth is, their putting Perfons to the Torture upon half full

Proof of the Crime. This half full Proof is Faultering, Defamation, and
one Witnefs of his own Knowledge, or when the Tokens are vehement and
violent. All thefe Things are fubject to the Pleafure of the Judge. So thac

if any one falls into the Hands of a cruel Inquifitor, and faulters in his An-

fwer, or is informed againft by one Witnefs, who declares he was prefent ac

the Action or Words he gives Informa.ion of, he can't pofllbly efcape the

Torture, nor confequently the Punifhment of the Crime he is accufed of,

confidering the Violence of the Torments. Nor is this all, but as there may
be fome Facts occafioned not fo much by Herefy concealed in the Mind, as

by carnal Concupifcence or Rafhnefs, they will have fuch to be tortured for

their Intention, and force them by Torments to confefs they had an heretical

Intention in their Mind.

XIII. A thirteenth is, that when they prepare themfelves for the Torture,

they gravely and ferioufly admonifh the Criminal, to fpeak nothing but the

Truth, and to confefs nothing that is not agreeable to Truth to avoid the Tor-
tures. By this Means they put on the Appearance of Sincerity, as tho' they

fought nothing but the naked Truth, that when the Torture is finifhed they

may be very fecure that the tortured Perfon hath confeiTed a real Crime ;

becaufe they have ferioufly and gravely admoniflied him to fay nothing con-

trary to Truth. In the mean while they fuppofe, that the Crime objected

againft him is real, and endeavour to force from him a Confeflion by Tor-
ture, and threaten to double his Torments unlefs he confeffes •, fo that if he

denies the Crime, his Torments are aggravated •, if he confeftes it his Tor-
ments are foon ended. Hence it appears, that their Defign is not honeftly t©

find out the Truth by Torture, but that they fuppofe the Crime is real, altho*

according to the Laws of the Inquifition it be only half proved, and then

extort a Confeflion of it.

XIV. A fourteenth is, that whereas in other Courts the Number is certain-

Jy fixed how often the Torture may be repeated, they have invented a Method
S f 2 Cf
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of torturing Perfons very often, without offending againft the Law, which.

provides that the Tortures fliaJl not be repeated above twice or thrice. If,

for Inftance, they make ufe of the leffer Tortures, and the Prifoner confeffes

nothing, they afterwards make ufe of more grievous ones, then proceed to

fuch as are more cruel, till at different Intervals of Time they have gone

thro' all the feveral Kinds of Tortures. And this they don't call a Repetition,,

but only a Continuation of the Torture •, fo that if any one hath been feveral

times tortured, but with a different kind of Torture each time,- and hath thus

at certain Distances gone thro' all the Kinds of Torture, according to the O-
pinion of thefe merciful Cafuifts, he ought to be accounted as tortured only

once.

XV. A fifteenth is, that when they deliver condemned Perfons to the fe-

cular Arm, they intercede for them, that their Punifhment may be fo mode-

rated, as to prevent fhedding of Blood, or Danger of Death. And in the

mean while, if the Magiftrate is not ready to burn the Hereticks, or delays

the Punifhment, they oblige him, under Penalty of Excommunication, to

execute the Sentence. The fuperftitious Wretches are afraid they fhould be-

come irregular, by delivering a Criminal to the fecular Magiftrate without.

Interceflion, and yet are not afraid of becoming irregular, by, compelling

the Magiftrate under Penalty of Excommunication, to murther thofe whom
they have condemned. Can any thing.be more evident, than that this is no-

thing more than acting a Part, and an Affectation to be thought by the Peo-

ple to have no Hand in the Murther of which.- they are really the Authors ?

XVI. The laftlnftance Ifhall mention appears in their ridiculous Frocefs

againft the Dead, whofe Relations and Heirs they cite, to appear on fuch a

Day todefend, if they can and will, the Memory of the Dead. Whereas
they themfelves have made it a- Law, that if any one appears in Defence of.

an Heretick, he ihall be accounted as a Favourer of Hereticks himfelf, and
condemned as fuch, and have no Advocate or Procurator to defend himfelf.

So that they cite all Perfons to defend the Memory of the Dead, and yet de-

ter all Perfons from fuch Defence by a moft grievous Punifhment, appointed

againft the Favourers of Hereticks. So that all this is, like their Interceflion

for Criminals, mere Impofture and Sham. Then they provide an Advocate to

manage the Caufe, bound to them under an Oath, and he publickly declares

he can't defend the Memory of the Deceafed. So-, that. as no one undertakes,

his Defence, the Accufations againft him are reckoned juft, the Proofs legal,

and the Deceafed is condemned for Herefy. But what greater Inftance of In-

juftice can there be, than to condemn a Perfon as convicted, whofe Defence
no one dares undertake, v/ithout running the Hazard of his Fortune and Life,

If any one confiders thefe Things, which I have mentioned as Specimens on-
ly, he will find no Sanctity in the Court of the Inquifition ; but muft acknow-
ledge, that in the whole Method, of Proceeding there is nothing but Injustice*

Eraudj
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Fraud, Impoftures, and the mod accurfed Hypocrify, by which the Inqui-
fitors, under the feigned Pretence of Sanctity, endeavour todifauife the Vil-
lany of their Proceedings, that fo they may maintain their Dominion over the
miferable common People, and keep them all in Subjection to themfelves.

And tho' they do every Thing that is wicked and vile, yet they would have
all adore them for the venerable Character of Sanctity.

'Tis needlefs to mention here more Inflances of their Cruelty. I fhall fay
all in a few Words. The Miferies of the Jay], in which the Prifoners are
generally confined by themfelves for feveral Years, fhutup in Darknefs, with-
out being allowed any human Converfe, are fo great ; the Cruelty of their
Torments fo fevere, and their Punifhments fo exquifite, that they greatly ex-
ceed the Cruelty of all other Courts. For Perfons are not only burnt alive,

but their Mouths gagged,, fo that they have not the Liberty to groan or
cry out in thofe moll horrible Tortures ; and by thus (topping up their
Mouths, they are in fuch an Agony as that they are almoft ftrangled. But
their Cruelty towards the Penitent and converted is moft deteftable. For
whereas the Church ought, with open Arms, to embrace Penitents, in Imi-
tation of the Shepherd who carried the loft Sheep on his Shoulders, and brought
it home to the Sheepfold, thefe Wretches injoin the moft grievous Punifh-
ments on thofe whofe Lives they fpare, which with them are only wholefome-
Penances. For they condemn them either to wear the infamous Sambenito, or
to Imprifonment, or the Gall ies, whereby their very Life is oftentimes a Pu-
mfhment to them ; whilft others-are denied the very Hopes of Life, efpeci-

ally the Relapfed, tho' they convert themfelves, who are condemned to Death
without Mercy. And yet the Sacraments are given to thofe who are recon-
ciled to the Church when they defire it, and thus before they are put to Death
they become Members of the Church, put in a State of Salvation, and by the'
Priefts themfelves moft certainly affured ofan heavenly Crown. Can there be
any greater Cruelty, and more abhorrent from the Spirit of Chriftianity, than
to punifh with Death an erroneous Perfon who repents, detefts his Error, and
is now reconciled to the Church ? But the Ecdefiaftical Sanctions muil be fa--

tisfied, and che Authority of the Church preferved intire, tho' the Laws of Je«-
fus Chrift and the Commands of the Gofpel are trampled under Foot.

All thefe Iniquities are committed according to the very Laws of the Inqui-'

fition. Many Things are indeed in the Execution of this- Office, left to the
Pleafureof the Inquifi tors, which Power they often villanoufty abufe, as ap-
pears from their daily Practice, and innumerable Inftances ; for it was the-

common Complaint of all Nations againft the Inquifition, what Thuanus tell*

us was the Complaint of the. Neapolitans. That the- pervcrfe and prepofterons-u
-

Form of Trials increased the Horror, becaufe it was contrary to natural Equity, and
to every legal Method in canyng.on that Jurifd'tcTion. Add to this the Inhumanity

of their Tortures, by which they violently extorted from the miferable a>:.

cent Criminals, that they might deliver themfelves from their Torments, wbatfoever
the delegated Judges would have them confefs, tho* generally contrary to Truth. And
for this Reafon *laas jufHyfaid, that it was. invented- not for- the fake cf'defending R -
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Uqion, which the prbnithe Church had providedfor by a quite different Method,

but that by this Means they might ftrip all Men of their Fortunes, and bring innocent

Perfons into Danger of being deftroyed. And that this was not faid without Caufe,

the Netherlands alone, not to feek for Inftances elfewhere, are the mod evi-

dent Demonftration.

iom 9. Era mm gives us this Account of the Inquifition in his Time. The Affair is

P 8£o', carried on by Informers, deputed Perfons, and Monks for Judges, without Honefty

b>6i. Ad-
or 1 a i porm of Law. The threeformer pafs Sentence in Jayl, two Monks are Wit-

verf Mo-
ng
jr mfi tjjen t }je Stake is prepared. And afterwards : But now fometimes the

nach. Hyp-

jyGj£s fj
reaj a jalfe Report, then they carry the poor Wretch, as a fufpecled Per-

fen, to Jayl, there they difpute after their Manner, the Articles are taken down, and

'the Fagots immediately got ready. The fame Writer intimates, p. 858. There is

a treat deal of Difference between an holy, and a falfe enfnaring Inquifition. A Fa-

ther inquires into the Life of his Son, that he may take Care cf it. A Phyftcian in-

quires into the Diftemper of his Friend to cure him. So he who loves the Houfe of

God inquires into the evil Errors that are in it, to heal them if he can -, or if he can-

not, to cut off the incurable Member when all Methods have been tried in vain, to

prevent the Evil from fpreading wider. Again, another inquires in a very different

Manner only that he may betray. A Robber inquires that he may feize his Prey.

Afcurrilous Perfon inquires that he may have an Opportunity of throwing Scandal.

An Enemy inquires, in order to deftroy. A Tyrant inquires, that he may overthrow

ihepublick Liberty. The Devil alfo inquires, going about as a roaring Lion,feeking

whom he may devour. Such a kind of Inquifition every Chriftian Inquifttor ought

to deleft. All who underftand Erafmus's Stile and Method of Writing, know,

that 'tis hisDefign to infinuate by this Caution, that the Inquifition is truly

fuch as he hath defcribed it, and which therefore ought to be abhorred by eve-

ry Chriftian Inquifitor.

ThePapifts indeed glory, that the Inquifition is the mod certain Remedy

/ t. t 1. to exftirpate Herefies. Efpecially Ludovicus a Paramo takes a great deal of

i 4, 5.
'

Pains to Ihew, that Herefies have in feveral Places been extinguilhed by Help

of the Inquifition, and at laft concludes in thefe Words. Thefe arefomeof the

faireft Fruits, which the moft fertile Field of the holy Office hath produced to the

Church in all Kingdoms where it hath not been obftrucled. But amongjl all Provinces

and Countries the Kingdoms of Spain do every Day receive the nobleft Fruits. For

as in thefe Countries the holy Office of the Inquifition is maintained with greater Se-

verity, and is in greater Honour and Efteem with the Nobles and Princes, fo it ftou-

rifhes in greater Authority and Power, whereby the Judges of the Faith carry on

more diligent Inquifition againft Herefies, and more effeclually pull them up by the very

Roots. And becaufe the Inquifition is fo effectual a Method to exftirpate He-
refies, he o-athers from thence that it was ordained for this Purpofe, by the

moft wife Providence of God. But what is really unjuft in it felf, and car-

ried on by unjuft Methods, cannot have God for its Author, nor is Succefs

any Argument that the Inquifition is from God. The firft Inquiry is, whe-

ther it be fuitable to the Nature of the Chriftian Doctrine. If it be not, 'tis

then unjuft and And- chriftian. Many Things are unrighteoufly undertaken

by
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by Men, and accomplished by Violence and Cruelty, by which Innocence is

opprefied, which altho' God in his juft and wife Counfel permits, he is far

from approving. Even in Japan, a cruel Perfecution hath extinguifhed the

Chriftian Rel ; gion, as preached by the Roman Priefts ; fo that the Roman Ca-

tholick Religion is equally extinguifhed there by the Violence of Perfections,

as thofe Doctrines are in Spain, which are contrary to the Church of Rome,

and which they render odious by the infamous Name of Herefy. And yet

they will not allow that any juft Argument can be drawn from hence to prove,

that that Perfecution was given by divine Providence, as a moft effectual Re-
medy for the Exftirpation of their Religion. If other Parties of Christians

would ufe the fame Diligence and Cruelty of Inquifition againft them, I may
venture to affirm, that they themfeives could not withftand it, but that within

a few Years the Popifh Religion would be extinguifhed in all Proteftant

Countries, and fcarce a fingle Perfon left who would dare to profefs it. But
God forbid, that the Chriftian Rel :gion fhould ever be propagated this way,
which doth not confift in a feigned and hypocritical Profeffion, but in a finccre

and undiiTembled Faith. And therefore as no one ought to afiume tohimfelf

the Power of Judging concerning it, but God the Searcher of Hearts, to him
only let us leave it to pafs the true Judgment concerning every Man's Belief;

Let us in the mean while deteft the Tyranny of the Papifts, and ftrive to re-

duce thofe who, in our Judgment, hold Errors, into the way of Truth, by the

good Offices of Charity and Benevolence, without arrogating to our felves a

Judgment over the Confciences of others. And out of a ferious Regard to the

laft great Day of Judgment, let us approve our Confciences to God, and every

one of us expecting from his Mercy an equitable and righteous Judgment,
pray without ceafmg, Arise, O Lord, and judge thy Cause.
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