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Thus (hortly have I priffed thorow the outragious tcmpefl: wherein the /Vnno
difciplesof Chrift were tempted, afccrthac the great multitude were by

Chrift fed in the defert , omitting many profitable Notes which might ^-^^''V^^^^

well have been marked in the Text , becaufe my purpofe is at this prefcnt

not to be tedious nor yet curious,but only to note fuch things as be agree-

able to thcfe mofi: dolorous dayes.

And lb let us now fpe.ik of the end of this ftorm and trouble,in -which

1 finde four things chiefly to be noted :

Firft , ThMihe difcijiles at theprefcme of Chrifi were more afraidthen they

were before.

Secondly, 7hiit chrifi iifcth rto other ijudrtiment but his Word to pacife^

their hearts.

Thirdly, That Peter /'« 4 feyvcncj frji left his Sh!p,and'iet after feared.

Fourthly and laftly , Th.tt Chr/jf permitted neither Vttcx nor the rejl of

his difcifles to perijlun thatfcAr , but glencijly delivered all , andpacifcd the

Tempefi.

Their great fear, and the caufe thereof , [are cxpreffed in the Text , in

thefc words ^ When the difciples faw him rvalk.n^ upon the Sea ^ they were

afraid, faying ^ It is a Spirit -, and they cryedthroifgh fe^r.

It is not my purpofe in this Treitife to fpeak of fpirits, nor yet to dif-

pute, Whether fpirits good or bad may appear and trouble men : Neither

yet to enquire , Why mans nature is afraid of fpirits, and fo vehemently

abhorreth their prefence and company. But my purpofe is onely to fpeak

of things necerfary for this time.

And firft , let us confider that there was three caufes why the difciples Thecaiifes.

knew not Chrift, but judged him to be a fpirit.
difcipic'sraif-

The firft caufe was, The darknc(fe of the night. kjiew him.

The fecond was , The unacctiflomed V'fion that appeared.

And the third was , The danger ami the tcmpefl , tn wh.chthcy fo earneflly

laboured for the fafeguard of their felves.

The darkncfle (I lay) of the night letted their eyes to fee him : And it

was above nature , that a maffie , heavy , and weighty body of a man
(fuch as they undeiftood their MaftcrChvift to hive) lliouldwalk, go
upon, or be born up of the water of the raging Sea , and wot fink. And
•finally, the horrour of thetempcft, and great danger that they were in,

pcrfwadcd them to look for none other, but certainly to be drowned.
And fo all thefe three things concurring together, confirmed in them

this imagination, T/^^f CAWy? ^f/'w, who came to their great comfort and de-

liverance, Wnts afearfull and wicked fpirit appearing to their defruciion.

What here happened to Chrift Jefus himfelf, that I might prove to Winr cbanc~a

have chanced,and daily to happen to the verity of his bleffcd W'ord in all iKol'i^tiila-s

ages from the beginning. duncah to hi»

For as Chrift himfelf in this their trouble , was judged and cfteemed ''^'^ ^\'°'''^-

by his difciples at the firft fight a fpirit, or phant:\fticaU body • 'io is the

Truth and fincere Preaching of his glorious Gofpcl , fent by God for

mans comfort, deliverance from fin, and quietneffe of confcience, whea
it is firft offered, and truely preached, it is (I fay) no lefte but judged to be
herefie and deceivable dodrine, fent by the devill to mans dcftrudion.
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^8 The Admonitkn ^of John Knox.

Annp The caufe hereof is the dark ignorance of God , which in every age

fmce the beginning fo overwhelmed the Vv'orld, that lometimes Gods ve-

r-i' Eleft were in hke bh'ndeneffe and erroiir with the reprobate : As Abra-

ham was an Idolater •, <..Mofes was inftrudied in all the wayes of the Egjp-

tians I, Fjw/ a proud Pharilee, conjured againft Chrift and his Dodrinc :

And many in this fame our age, Vv-hcn the Trndth of Cod was ottered un-

to them, were fore afraid, andcryed againftit, onely becaufcthe dark

clouds of ignorance had troubled them before. But this matter I omit

and let paffe, till more opportunity.

The chief Note that I would have you vv^ell obferve and mark in this

prepoflcrous fe^.r of the difciples, is this •,

, . The more Migfj dclivcrame ami falvatien approacheth , the more [Irong and

sr-a^-cfl/whcn vehement U the temptatiort of the Church of God. And the mfire nigh that

oeWvtrance is Qods vengcance apj/roacketh to the mcked , the moreproud , crueli and arrogant
"^"^"•8''-

arethe^.

Whereby it commonly Cometh to pafTe, That the very meffengers of

life are judged and deemed to be the authors of all mifchitf : And this in

manvhiftories is evident. When God had appointed to deliver the af-

fiided 7/r»:f/;;ciby thehandof Mofes from the tyranny of the Egyptians,

a)->d Mo^ei was fent to the prefence of Pharaoh for the fam-C purpofe , fuch

was their a{iii£tion and anguifli by the cruelty which newly was exercifed

. over them, that with open mouthes they curfcd iV/(j/I'i (and no doubt in
"^* ' '

their hearcs they hated God who fent him) alleadging. That iV/^/^f/ and

Aaron was the whole caufe of their lafi: ejitrtme trouble.

The like istobefeenin the Book of the Kings , both under ElijhA

and Ifaiah the Prophets : For inthedayesof ^orAm ^ fonne oi Achah,

\vas Samaria befiegedby the King of Syria: In which 5.'?;»,?ri4 no doubt

(albeit the King and the moft multitude were wicked) there was yet

fome members of Gods Eled: Church , which were brought to fuch ex-

5R"?.7.
trcme famine, that not onely things of fmall price were fold bcyo.nd all

meafure ; but alfo women againfl nature were compelled to cat their own
children : In this fame City Eli(l)a the Prophet mofl commotily was
moftconverfantand dwelt, by whofe counfell and commandment , no
doubt, the City w.-ft kept : For it appeareth, the King, to lay that to his

charge, when he, hearing of the piteous compLaintof the woman ( who
for hunger had eaten her own fon ) rent his clothes, with a folemne Oath
and vow, That the head o^ Elipa fliould not (land upon his fnoulders that

day.If£///7j4 had not been ofcounfel,That the city fliould have been kept.

Why fliould the King have more fumed ngainft him, then againfl othcrs'f

But whether he was the author of the defending the City or not , all is

one to my purpofe 5 for before the deliverance , was the Church in fuch

extremity, that the chief Paflor of that time was fought to be killed by
fuch as fliould have defended him.
The like is read -of Hezekiah, who defending his City ^eri'falem,

and rcfifling proud Sennacherib , no doubt obeying the counicil of

ifai.jc,;?. Ifaiah, at length was fo oppreffed with Ibrrow and fliame, by the blaf-

phcmous words of Rabfiakeh, that he had no other refuge, but in the

Temple of the Lord (as a man defperate and without comfort ) to open

the
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the difdainfull letters fent unto him by that hauty and proud tyrant. AnnO
By thefe and many Hiftories mo, it is moft evident, that the more^ nigh t^^v^o

falvation and deliverance approachcth,the more vehement is the tcmpca- jftte.

tion and trouble.

This I writ to admonifliyou, that albeit yet you HmU fee tribulation fo

aboundjthat nothing (hall appear but extreme mifcry without all hope of
comfort

J
that yet you decline not from God. And that albeit fomtimes

ye be moved to hate the meflfengers of life , that therefore ye fhill noi:

judgethatGod will never fiiew mercy after. No, deare Brethren, as he

hath dealt with others before you, fo will he deal with you,

God will fuffer tribulation and dolour abound,that no manner of com- why God fuf-

fort {hall be feen in man,to the intent,that when deliverance comme:h,tb>e '^r'"'^
tdbuia-

glory maybe his, whofe onely word may pacific the tempeft moft vehe- anTcomhJ'uc^
ment.

He drowned P/;/»rrfo^and his Army. He fcattered the ^reat multitude Exod.14,

of Beradad. And by his Angel killed the hofte of Senn^charib. And fo

delivered his affli(fied when nothing appeared to them but utter deftru(f}i-

on. So fhall he do to you beloved Brethren, ifpatiently yc will abide his

confolationandcounfell. God open your eyes that ye may rightly un-
derftandthe meaning ofmy writing.Amen.
But yet peradventure you wonder not a little why God permitteth fuch

blood- thirfty tyrants to moleft and grieve his chofen Church: I have
recited fome caufes before,and yet more I could recite, but at this time I

will hold me content with one.

ThejufticeofGodisfuch, that he will not pourc forth his extreme jv^;^^
vengeance upon the wicked, unto fuch time as their iniquity be fo mani-
feft,thatiheir very flatterers cannot excule it. Pharaohw^s not dcftroycd E*od.i»<

till his own houflioldfervants and fubjeds abhorred and condemned his

ftubborn difobedience.

^efakl and Athalia were not thruft/rom this life into death,till all Ifrael /JjnJ"£S'
and Juda were witneifes oftheir cruelty and abominations, ^ud^u was not '

"
'"'

hanged till the Princes of the Priefts bare witnelTe of his Traiterous Ad
and iniquitie. *

To paffe over the Tyrants ofold time, whom God hath plagued, let us
'

come to the Tyrants which now are within the Realm oiEngland^ whom
God will not lon$^ fpare ^ \^Steven Gardener^Cuthbert Tunftal^ and Butcher- G'»'«'«"'>f««-

ly Bemar, falfe BrOiops oiWtncbe^hr,Durefmefind ofi<?Wo«,had for their K"'''"'^
falfeDodlrine and Traiterous ads fuffered death, when they juftlydefer-

ved the fame , then would arrant Papifts have alleadged ( as I and others
have heard them do ) that they were men rcformable , That they were
meet Inftruments for a Common-wealth; That they were not fo obfti- j^J^^X^'dI
nate and malicious as they were judged, neither that they thirftedforthe ryfmlXA<^i'

blood ofany man: AndofLady cJl^4r)f, who hath not heard. That (be <• ^/ay before

was not fober, mercifull, and one that loved the Common-wedth of
'^''^'' **'"''"'

EngUnd < Had llie (I fay ) and fuch as now be of her peftilcnt Councell,
been dead before thefe dayes, then (hould not their iniquity and cruelty fo

manifeftly have appeared to the world •, for who could have thoughr,thac
fuch cruelty could have cntred into the heart ofa woman i and into the

heart
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Anno ^^^" °^ ^^"^ ^^^^ ^^ called a Virgine , that (he would thirft for the blood of

L^^/-vj innocents, and of fuch as fby jufl: Laws and faithful! witneffes ) can never

be proved to have offended by themfelves.
4.Rfg"- I finde, that v4;/W/4 ( through appetite to Reign )murthered the Seed of
Matt .14.

jj^g Kings o^^udah, and that Heredias daughter ( at the defire ofa whorifli
Mother ) obtained the head of ^tf/6« the Baptift ; but yet that ever a wo-
man fuffered her felfto be called the moft bleffed Virgin, caufed fo much
blood to be fpilt for eftabUfhing ofthe ufurped Authoritic of the P«pe , I

think the like is rare to be found in Scripture or other Hiflory.

3.Reg.i8. I Rndethdt ^ezabel (thatcurfedldolatrelTe) caufed the blood of the
j.Rcg.iS. Piophets of God to be flicd , and Nahoth to be murthered unjuflly for his

own Vineyard •, but yet I think Ihe never credled halfcfo many Gallows
in all Ifr^el^^s mifchievous Mary hath done within London alone : But you

A d.greffion
P^pi^s will excufc your CMdr^ the Virgine : Well , let her be your Vir-

lothcPapifts gine, and a GoddefTe meet to entertain fuch Idolaters
,
yet ftiall I rightly

of Qu.,M.i*vM j^y to j^er charge,that which I think no Papift within England will juflifie
chift.- Jea:ing.

^^^ ^^^^^^ . ^nd therefore ( O ye Papifts) here I will a little turn my Pen

A lively Pi-
""^° yo"' Anfwer unto this Queftion, O ye Seed ofthe Serpent-, Would

aurccf Mary any ofyou have confcffed two years ago , that Mary ( your mirroujr ) had
the urtci mic-

^^^^^ {^{[c^ diflembling, unconftant, proud, and a breaker ofpromifes ( ex-
ciic o[E^^i<

^^^^ ^^^1^ promifes as flie made to your god the Pe^e , to the great fliame

and difhonour ofher noble FatherO 1 am fure you would hardly have

thought it ofher : And now doth (he not manifeflly fhew her lelf to be an

open Traitoreffe to the Imperiall Crown of England^ contrary to the juft

Laws of the Realme , to bring in a Itrangcr, and make a proud Spanyard

Kin^, to the ftiame , diflionour and dcffrudion oftheNobilitie-, to the

fpoile oftheir Honours, Lands, PolTeflGons, chiefOffices and promotions

of them, and theirs -, To the utter decay of the Trcafures, Commodities,
wfi-itcoramo- ^ayie and Fortifications of the Realm, to the abating ofthe Yeomandry,

nithKingfllTii to the flavery ofthe Commonalty, tp the overthrow of Chriflianity and
brw^iothe Gods true Religion, and finally to the utter fubverfion of the whole pub-
K«imof E3g.

jjj^^ g^^|.g ^^^ Common-wealth o£England i Let Norfolk and Suffolke^kt

her own Promife and Proclamation > let her fathers Teftament , let the

Citie of London, let the ancient Laws and Afts ofParliaments before efta-

blifhcd in England, be judges betwixt mine accufation and her moft ty-

rannous iniquity.

Firft, her Promife and Proclamation did fignifie and declare, That nei-

1 ther fhe would bring in , neither yet Marry any ftranger 5 Northfolk, Suf-

folk and the Citie oi London do tcftifie and witnefTc the fame. The anci-

ent Laws and Ads of Parliament pronounceth it Trcafon to transfcrre

the Crown of£w^/W into the hands of a forraigne Nation •, and the

Oath made to obfcrve the faid Statutes , cryeth out , That all they arc

perjured that confent to that her traiterous fad.

Speak now ( O ye Papifts ) and defend your monftrous Mafters,and de-

ny, ifye can for fliame, tltat (lie hath not uttered her felfto be borne ( alas

therefore ) to the ruine and deftrudion of noble England < Oh who would
ever have belceved ( I write now in bitterneffe ofheart ) that fuch unnatu-

ral! crueltie fliould have had dominion over any rcafonable creature < But
the
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the faying to be true , That the ufurped Government of an affedlionate Anno
womanisa rage without reafon.

^AUHU
Who would ever have thought, that the love of that Realrae, which a^iSQ^.

hath brought forth, which hath nouriflied and fo nobly maintained that

wicked woman, fhould not have moved her heart with pitie <; Who Teeth ^^"''e'' an e n-

not now, that fhe in all her doings declareth moft manifeftly , that under t^MnvTs^i
an Bnglijh name flie beareth a Spaniards heart i If God (I fay) had not for nyards heattf'j

our fcourge, fuffercd her and her cruell Councell to have come to Autho-
rity,then could never thefe their abominations, cruelty and treafon againfl

God, againfl his Saints, and againfl the Realm, whofe liberties they are

fworn to defend, fo manifeftly have been declared : And who ever could
have beleeved, That proud Gurdcner , and treacherous TuhJIaU ( whom all

Papiffspraifed, for the love they bare to their Countrey) could have
become fo manifeftly Traiterous, not oncly againfl their folemnc
Oathes, that they fhould never confent nor agree unto , that a forraigne

Stranger fhould reigne over EngUrfd- but alfo that they would adjudge the
LTiperi;'!l Crown ofthe fame to appertain to a Spanyard by inheritance

Lineall difcent ^ O Traiterous Traitours , how can you for fhame fhcw
your faces.

It cometh to my minde, that upon Chrifimof day.Jnnt 1 5 Ji.preaching"
iki Nen>-C4fiUmon Tine^ and Ipeaking againft the obftinacie ofthe Papifls'

I made this amrm<ition,That whofoever in his heart was enemy to Chrifi^
Gofpel and Do(arine,which then was preached within the Realm o^Eng-
/<fW,was enemy alfo to God,and fecret traitours to the Crown and Com-
mon-wealth o^ EngUndt, for as they thirfted nothing more then the Kings
death , which their iniquity could procure ; fo they regarded not who
(liould reign over them,fo that their Idolatry might be ereded again.How
thefc my words at that time pleafed men , the crimes and adion intended
againfl: me did declare. But let my very enemies now fay their confcicnce

ifthofe may words have not proved true i

What is the caufe that pr/«<r^<!y?fr and the reft of his peftilent fc(a, fo spanyard,

greedily would have a Spanyard to reign over England 1 The caufe is ma- tons of pride

feft; for as that Hellifh Nation furmounteth all other in pride and Whore- *"'* '"P"'^*'

dome , fo for Idolatry and vaine Papifticall and devillifli Ceremonies,
"""

they may rightly be called the very fons of fuperftition^ And therefore

arc they found and judged by the Progeny ofAntichrift, moft apt Inftru- why ifMi.
mcntsto maintain, eftablilh and defend the Kingdom of that cruell Beaft, j^^**""'^"^***

whofe head and wound is lately cured within Ef)g/and,which falas for pi- ,Jianrom
°

tie ) muft now be brought into bondage and thraldonic^ that peftilent Pa- Enliaod.

pifts may reigne without punifliment.

But, O thou Beaft ! ( 1 fpeak to thee Winchejler , more cruell then any To wmheHer:

Tygre ) Shall neither fhame , nor fear^ nor benefits received , bridle thy
Tyrannous cruelty •: Art thou not afliamed ( thou bloody Beaft) to betray
thy native Countrey, and the liberties ofthe fame < Fcareft thou not to
openfuchadoortoalliniquitie , that whole E^jgland ftiould be made a
common Stewes to Spanyards <! Wilt thou recompence the benefits

which thou haft received of that Noble Realm with that ingratitude:' Re-
mcmbreft thou not that England hath brought thee forth .? that England

Ttt nounflicd
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Annn noudflied thee -f that £w^/Wharh promoted thee to riches, honour and

. hiah diqnitie^ And wilt thou now (O wretched Captive ) for all thefe
'^•^^"^"'^

manifold benefits reccivcd,be the caufe that Engiwd (liall not be England?

Yea verily •, for fo wilt thou gratifie thy Father the DeviU, and his Lieu-

tenant tho Pope, whom with'all his baggage, thou laboured now (with

tooth and naile ) to make floridi again in EngUnd-^ albeit like a diflcmbling

Hypocrite, and double faced wrctch,thou being thereto compelled by the

invincible verity of Gods Holy Word , wroteft ( long a go) thy book in-

TheBook of
x\iv}Qd Tmc obcdiencc; againft that Monftrous Whore o^Bd^lon, and her

bTthbutme fiiinyii^"''?"^^ power and authority :
but now (to thy pepetuall fhame)

ancJin En^iifh, thou retumcft to thy Vomit , and art become an open Arch-Papifl: again

.

(hall remain to
fui-fhermore, why feekedft ^hou the blood of Thpmas Cranmer , of good

flijnfe^aSn. father tiitgh Latimer^ and ofthat mort learned and difcreet man Doftor
d-mnation -^f Rjdk) ? DocH: thou HOt coufidcr, that the lenitie, fincere Dodrine, pure

CoBfcfncc'' life, godly converfation, and difcreet counfell ofthefe three is notably

known in more Realms then £«^/.W'f Art thou not afliamed to feek the

deftruftion ofthofe , who laboured for the fafeguard ofthy life, and ob-

tained the fame when thou juftly defervedft death < But, O thou fonne of

Bdial^ well declarefl: thou, that nothing can mollific the crucll malice,nor

purge the deadly venome ofhim, in whofe heart wickednedc beareththe

dominion •, thou are like to C47'/7, and fellow to ^udas the Traitour, and

therefore canft thou do nothing but thirft for the blood of K^bel, and be-

tray Chrift Jefus and his eternall verity I

The wicked Thus ( dear brethren ) muft the fons ofthe Devill declare their own im-

IhrilfcivcT P'^"^ ^^^ ungodlincflcjthat when Gods vengeance (which fliall not fleep)

fhall be poured forth upon them, all Tongues fhall confeifc^ acknowledge

and fay, That God is righteous in all his judgements : And to this end are

cruell Tyrants permitted and fuffercd for a fpace and time, not oncly to

Apocaiip.ij. live in wealth and profperity, butalfo to prevaile and obtain vidlory as

touching the flcfli, over the very Saints of God, and over fuchas cnter-

prifeth to refifl their fury at GoSs commandment. But now to the fubfc-

qucnt, and that which followeth.

The Inftrument and means wherewith Chrifl: Jefus ufed to remove and

put away the horrible fear and anguifii of his Difciples, is his onely word;
for fo it is written, Btit by andhy J-efm [pake unto them, [dying, Be ofgood com-

fort, it is I^be not afraid. The nacurall man (that cannot underftand the

power ofGod) would have defired forne other prefent comfort in fo

great a danger •, as, Either to have had the heavens to have opened, and to

have ihewtd unto them fuch light in that darkneTe, that Chrifl: might
have been fully known by his own face •, or clfe , That the Winds and ra-

ging Waves ofthe Seas fuddenly fhould have ceafed : or fome other Mi-
racle that had been fubjed to all their fences, whereby they might have

perfedly known that they were delivered from all danger. And trucly,

cquall it had been to Chrift Jefus to have done any of thefe ( or any work
greater) astohave faid,/f z>/, ^^wf 4/rW .• But willing to teach us the

dignitie and effeftuall power of his moft Holy Word , he ufeth no other

Inftrument to pacific the great and horrible fear of his Difciples , but the

fame his comfortable Word , and lively Voice-, and this is not done
onely
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oncly at one time , but whcnfocvcr his Church isin fuch ftraight per- AnfiQ
plcxity, that nothing appearcth but cxcrcmc calamity, defolation and ,^^r>^^^-v,

ruine ; then the firft comfort that ever it rcccivcth , is by the meancs of ivo^^.

his Word and Promifc : As in the troubles and temptations of Abraham,

ifaaCj ^acob^ Mofes^ David and PmI may appear.

To Abraham was given no other defence, after that he had dilcomfitcd Abrahnmk

four Kings (whofe pofterity and linage , no doubt, he, being a ftrangcr,

greatly feared) but oncly this prorailc of God made to him by his holy

Word; Feare not y i^braham , /.jwzM^^wtit/^r 5 thatis. Thy protcftion ^"^"•''•'

and defence.

The fame we finds of /p^^,who flying from the place of his accuftom- jr •

cd habitation, compelled thereto by hunger , gat no other comfort nor ocn is."

condudi, but this promife onc\y,Irvi/ibe rvtth thee.

In all the journcyes and temptations of J^acob^vnc fame is to be efpicd 5 ^-acob.

As when he fled from his fathers houfc , for fear of his brother f/Tw, Gcn.18.j1.j2

when he returned from Laban -, And when he feared the inhabitants of ^^

the Region of the Caaaamtes and Perefites^ for the (laughter of the Sichem-

ites committed by his fons j he rcceivcth none other defence, but oncly

Gods Word and Promife.

And this in Mofes, and in the aflBidcd Church under him , is moft cvi- Mofes,

dent : For when Mofes himfelf was in fuch defpair , that he was bold to Exod. j.

chide with God, faying, Wh) haji thou fent me ? for fince that time I have

come to Phmohy toJ]>eak in thy N^me, he hath opprcjfed this people : Neither yet

haft thou delivered thy people. j

This fame expoftulation of Mofes, dcclareth how fore he was tempt-

ed ; yea, and what opinion he had conceived of God, that is. That God
was either impotent, and could not deliver his people from fuch a ty-

rants hands -, orelie. That he was mutable, and UHJuftof his promi-

fes. And this fame, and forer temptations , affaultcd the people ; For

in anguilTi of heart , they both refufed God and Mofa { as we before

have partly touched.) And what meancs ufed God to comfort them
in that great extremity < Did he flraightway fuddenly kill Pharaoh^

the great Tyrants No. Did he fend them a legion of Angels to de-

fend and deliver them i No fuch thing : But he oncly reciteth and beat-

cth into their ears his former pvomifcs to them, which oftentimes they

had before ; And yet the rehearfall of the fame wrought fo mightily in

the heart of Mofes , that not onely was bittcrncffe and dei'pair removed
away, but alfo he was enflamed with fuch boldncfle, that without fear he

•went again to the prcfcncc of the King, after he had been threatned and
rcpulfed by him.

This I write , beloved in the Lord, that yc knowing the Word of

God not onely to be that, whereby were created heaven and earth, but pf^jj j.

alfo to be the power of God to falvation, to all that believe ^ the bright rhepowcrand

lantern to the feet of thofe that by nature walk in darkncffe 5 the life to
'^'[^^^"*f

^V
thofc that by finne arc dead ^ a comfort to fuch as be in tribulation ; vvod."

the tower of defence to fuch as be moft feeble ; the wifedom and great

felicity of fuch as dclightcth in the fame; and to be fliorf, You know *•

Gods Word to be of fuch efficacy and flrcDgth, that thereby is fin

T C t 2 pur-
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death vanquifticd J tyrants fupprclTcd, and fi:)ally , the dcvill

/-v
^^^ author of all mifchicf, overthrown and confounded. Phis (I fay)

'^-^^'^^^^^
I vvrirc, that ye, knowing this of the holy Word , and moft blcfled Go-
fpel andvoyccof God ( which once you have heard, I truft, to your

comfort ) may now in this hour of darkneflc, and moft ragitsg rcmpefV,

thirft and pray, That ye may hear yet once again this amiable voycc of

your Saviour Chrift, ^eof geodcomfm, it is I^ fear vot. And alfo that

yc may receive fomeconfoiacion by that blcffcd Gofpel which before

you have profcffcd^ afluredly knowing, Thar God fhall be no IcfTe mer-

ciful! unto you , then he hath been to other afflided for his Names fake

before you. And albeit that Godfpeedily reraoveth not this horrible

darkneile, neither fuddenly pacifieth this tcmpcfl
,
yet fli ill he not fuffcr

his roiled Ship to be drowned.

Remember, brethren , That Gods vengeance plagued not PhavAob

4^4 9. t^c fi' ft yccr of his tyranny -, Neither did the dogges devour and con-

fume both the flefli and bones of wicked ^c^'O^e/, when fhefirft ere(5l-

ed and let up her Idolatry : And yer , as none of them cfcapcd due pu-

nifhracnr , fo did Godprefervc hisaffliulcd Cnurch , iu dcfpight of Sa-

than.andof his blinde and mofi wretched fcrvancs ; as hcfnill.not fail

to do in this great tcmpcft and darkncfle within the Rcalmc of England.

And therefore yet again, belovcdiotheLord,kt the comfort of Gods
promifes fomrwhat qui^rken your dulled fpints ; cxeicife your felvcs

now fecretly, in revolving that which fomctimcs you nave heard openly

proclaimed in your cars 5 and be every man now a fairhfull Pieachcr un-

Luke 14. to his brother : If your corpmunication be of Chrift, affurcdly he will

come before you be aware : His Word is like unro fwcet fmcUing Oy nt-

Smile. mcnt, or fr 'grant flowers, which never can be moved nor handled , but

forth gocth the odour, to the comfort of thofe that ftand by ; which is

nothing fo delegable, if the Oyntment remain within the Box, and the

flowers ftand or lie without touching or motion.

Mark wcll,dcarbr€thrcn,before that Chrifl fpake, his difciples judged

him to have been fome wicked fpirit , which was to them no dclc<^ablc

favour ; But when he fpeaketh , the fweet found of his voyce pierceth

their hearts ; For what comfort was in the hearts of the difciples, when
they heard thefc words. Be of geod. cemfert, tt is I ? that is, J idge not that

I am a fpiiit come to your dcftrudtion ; no, even I am come for your de-

liverance : It is I, your Maficr ; yea , your Mafter moft familiar ; It is I,

whofe Voycc and Dadrinc you know , for ye are my flieep : It is I,

Math. & John, whofc works youhavc fccn , although perfc<Sly yeconfidered not the
pqra. fame: It is I, who commanded you to enter into this journey,and there-

fore am I come to you now in the hour of your trouble j and therefore,
' k riot afraid, this ftorm fhall ceafe, and you Ihsll be delivered.

What comfort, I fay, dear brethrcD , was in the hearts of the difci-

ples, hearing Chrifts voyce , and knowing him by the fame, can neither

the tongue or pen of man exprcffe , but onely fuch, a$ after long con-

flidand ftrife (which is betwixt the Flefh and the Spirit , in the time

of extreme treublcSjWhen Chrift appeareth to be ab'tnc^ fcclcth at laft

the confolation of the holy Ghoft , witaeCfc and declare.

And
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And Peter giveth fome extcrnall figne , what Chrifts words wrought A nnO
inwardly in his heart : For immediately after he heard his Mafters voice,

hefaich, Lord^ if it he thou , command me to come unto thee upon the witers. C^^'V^w

Here it may be feen what Chrifts voyce had wrought in Peters heart 5

truely not onely a forgetting and contempt of the great tempeft , but

alfo fuch boldnefTc and love, that he could fear no danger following, but

afliircdly did believe , That his Mafter Chrifts puifTlmce , power , and

might was fuch,that nothing might rcfift his Word and Commandment,
and therefore he faith, Commandme to corner : As though he fliould fay, NotetharP«<J'

Idefirenomorebut thealTuranccof thy Commandment: If thou wilt «"ifi'*-'''=i"°*

command, I am determined to obey ^ For affuredly I know, That^^]^*"*

the waters cannot prevail againftme, if thou fpcake the word : So that

whatfoever is polTible unto thee, by thy Will and Word may be poffible

unto me.

Thus Chrift, to inftruft Peter further, and us by his example , condef-

cended to his Petition, and commanded him to come 5 zndi Peter quickly

leaving the Ship,came down from it,and walked upon the waters,to come
to Chrift. Thus far of Peters h^, in which lieth great abundance of

Dodrine •, but 1 will pafte over all that efpccially appertaineth not to the

quality of this time within the Realm of EngUnd.

Before it is faid (welbeloved Brethren) That fometimes the mefifengers

of life are judged to be the very meftengers of death • and that not onely

with the reprobate, butalfo with Gods ele(5b 5 as was A/^/e^ with the If-

raelites -, Jeremiah with the City of ^erufAlem^ and Chrift himfelf with ^^^ (hnpM
hisApoftles : But that is not a fin permanent, andthat abideth for ever length knotr

with Gods eleft, but it vanifheth away in fuch fort , that not onely they t'lc voycj of

know the voyce of their Paftor, but alfo they earneftly ftudy to obey y/^g,"*"

and follow it, wfth the danger of their own lives : For this is the fpeciall

difference betwixt the children of God, and the reprobate

:

The one obeyeth God fpeaking by his Meffengers , whom they em- the Ele^,

brace with unfained love : and that they do, fometimes not onely againft ^.
all worldly appearancc,but alfo againft Civill Statutes and Ordinances of J|
men : And therefore in their greatcft extremity receive they comfort be-

yond expedation.

The other alwayesrefifteth Gods Meffengers, and hateth hisWord : The Repro-

And therefore in their great adverfity God either taketh from them the hitte.

prefence of his Word, or elfe they fall into fo deadly defpair, that al-

though Gods Meftengers be fent unto them
,
yet neither can they receive

comfort by Gods promifes, neither follow thecounfell of Gods true

Meftcngcrs, beit never fo pcrfedl and fruitfull. Hereof have we many
evident Teftimonies within the Scriptures of God.
Of 5<j«/ it is plain , That God fo left him , that neither would he give '^Rfg**-

him anfwer by Prophet,Dream, nor Vifion. ^^i'^*

To Ahaz. King of ^udah , in his great anguifh and fear which he
^j^ jg

had conceived by the multitude of thofe that were conjured againft ^}jaz.,

him , was fent Tfaiah the Prophet, to affure him by Gods proraife. That
his enemies fliould not prevail againft him : and to confirm him in the ifa'- 7.

fame, the Prophet required bim to defire a figne of God, either from the
'

, Ttt 3
•f hea-
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heaven , or beneath in the deep : But fuch was the deadly de fpair of him,

that alwayes had defpiied Gods Prophets, and had moft abominably de-

filed himfcU with Idolatry , that no confolation could enter into his

heart,but defperately^and with a diflemblingand fained excuie^he refufed

all the offers of God.
And albeit God kept touch with that hypocrite for that time (which

was not done for his caufe , but for the fafety of his affiided Church) ycc

after efcaped he not the vengeance of God.

The like wereadeof ^fa'(;/.7(^j/nhe wretched and laft Kinj; of ^ndah,

before the dcftrudion of the City of ^erufalem, who in his great fear,

and extreme anguifli, fent for Jeremiah the Prophet, and fecretly demand-

ed of him, How he might efcape the great danger that appeared, when

the Caldeans bcfieged the City. And the Prophet boldly fpake and com-

manded the King, if he would fave his life and the City, to render and

give up himfelf into the hands of the King of Babylon. But themiferablc

King had no grace to follow the Prophets counfell , becaufe he never

delic'htedinthefaid Prophets Dodtrine, neither yet had fliewed unto

him any friendly favour •, But even as the enemies of God, the chicfe

Priefls and falfe Prophets required of the King, fo was the good Prophec

evilly ufed •, fometimescaft into pri Ton, and lometimes judged and con-

demned to die. The moft evident tcftiraony of the wilfull blinding of

wicked Idolaters , is written and recited in the fame Prophec ^eremtah,

as followeth.

After that the City of ^irufAlem was burnt and deflroycd, the King

led away prifoner, his fons and chief Nobles flain, and the whole ven-

geance of God poured out upon the difobcdicnt -, yet there was left a

remnant in the Land , to make ufe of and pofTeffe the fame, who called

upon the Prophet J-crcmiah , to know concerning them fhc will and plea-

fure of God, Whether they fliould remain ftiU in the Land of JudcA , as

was appointed and permitted by the Caldeans, Or if they fliould depart

and ^it'mto Egy^t : Tocertifie them of this their duty, they defire the

Prophet to pray unto God for them : Who condefcending and granting

their Petition
,
promifed to keep back nothing from them, which the

Lord God fliould open unto him. And they in like manner taking God
to record andwitneffe, madeafolemn Vow, To obey whatfoever the

Lord fliould anfwer unto him. But when the Prophet, by thcinfpira-

tion of the Spirit of God , and affured revelation and knowledge of- his

Will,commanded them to remain ftill in the Land that they were in,pro-

miflngthem, if they fo would do. That God would there plant them ;

and that he would repent of all the plagues that he had brought upon

them •, and that he would be with them , to deliver them from the

hands of the King of Babylon. But contrariwife , if they would not

obey the voyceof the Lord, but would againft his Commandment go
to Egypt , thinking that there they fliould live in reft ahd abound-

auce , without any fear of Warre , and penury of viduall , then the

very plagues which they feared , fliould come upon them , and cake

them : For ( faith the Prophet ) it fliall come to pafle, That all men that

obftinatcly will go to Egyp, there to remain, fliall die , either by fword,

by

#
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by hunger or peftilence : But when the Prophet ofGod had declared un- Pirtr\r\
to them this plain fcntencc and will of God , I pray you , what was their

,

anfwer i The text declared it , faying , Thou fpeakefi a lie, neither h.ith the
'--^^^'^'^

Lord our Cod fatt thee unto tis^ contmandiftg that we flyould notgo into Egppt, but Jcrciii.4j.

Baruch the fonne o/'Neriah provoketh thee againfi u-s , that he may give us into

thepovner ofthe Caldees,that they might kill u-s,and leadmprifoners intoBahylon:

And thus they refufed the coiinfell of God , and followed their owne
fantafics.

Here may be efpied in this people great obftinacie and biindne(rc-,for no- Great yi-dnes

'

thing which the Lord had before fpoken by this Prophet Jeremy, had fal-

len in vain •, Their own eyes had fecn the plagues and miferies which hee

had threatned, take effeft in every point, as he had Ipoken before
•, yea,

they were yec green and frefli both in mindc and prefcnce ( for the flame

and fire wherewirh ^erttfdem was confumed and burnt, was then fcantly

quenched) and yet could they not belceve his threatnings then fpoken,

neither yet could they follow his fruitful! counfell, given for their great

wealth and fafeguard. And why fo : Becaule they never delighted in

Gods Truth, neither had they repented their former Idolatry, bur ftill
j^r.

continued and rejoyced in the fame , as manifeflly appeareth in the four As pa'pifts

and fortieth Chapter ofthe fame Prophet ^ and therefore would they and would have

their wives have been in Egypt , where all kinde of Idolatry and Superfti- Ac^Kmpcrw .

tionaboundcd, that they (without reproach or rebuke) might have their

Bellyes full thereofin defpight ofGods holy Lawes and Prophets. In

writing hereof it came to my minde, that after the death ofthat innocent

nnd mofl godly King Edward the fixt, while that great tumult was in Eng- wfiar was hid

/4;7<;/, fortheeflablirtiingofthatmofl: unhappy and wicked womans Au- '^'^"""'^P^^"*

thority fl mean of3/4ry that now reigneth in Gods wrath) entreating the w3sfor'c&^'^

fame argument in a Town in Biickingam Shire, named Hammerjham^htiQxt b'iniingof.Vi?-

a great congregation, with forrowfull heart and weeping eyes , I fell into
''' '"^"'™'"y-

this exclamation t,

•*

O EfigUnd, now is Gods wrath kindled againfi thee , now bath he be-

gun to punifh, as he hath threatned a long while, by his true Prophets and
MefTcngers -, he hath taken from thee the Crown ofthy glory , and hath
left thee without honour, as a body without a head : And this appeareth

to be onely the beginning of forrows, which appeareth to increafc •, for I

perceive that the heart , the tongue and hand ofone £j>;i^/i//j man is bent
againfi another, and devifion to be in the whole Realm ,, which is an aflfu-

red figne ofdefolation to come. O England, England^ doefl thctti hoc
confider , that the Common-wealth is like a Ship failing on the Sea,ifthy ^ Cowman-

Marriners and Governours fhall one confume another , llialt thou not fuf- r"roaSh3*'
ferfhipwrack infhort proceffe oftime •: O England^EngLv^d, ( alafre)thefe fjyimgontuc

plagues are powred upon thee, for that thou wouldeft not know the mofl
^""

happy time ofthy gentle Vilitation : But wilt thou yet obey the voyce
ofthy God, and fubmit thy felfto his holy words 1 Truly , if thou wilt

thou fhalt finde mercie in his fight, and the eflate ofthy Common-wealth
fhall be prefervcd.

But, O England, England, ifthou obftinately wilt return into Egypt ,t\\:it

is, If thou contradl Mariage, Confederacie, or League with fuch Princes,
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Anno ^^ ^^ maintain and advance Idolatry ( fuch as the Emperour^ who is no
lefTe enemy unto Chrift then ever was 7^^r<>-Jifforthepleafureandfriend-

^^^
fliip ( I fay ) of fuch Princes thou returned to thine old abominations, be-

fore ufed under the Papiftrie, then afluredly ( O England ) thou llialt be
plagued and brought to dcfolation by the means of thofe whofe favours

thou feekcft , and by whom thou art procured to fall from Chrift, and to

ferve Anticfarift.

This and much more in the dolour ofmy heart,that day,in the audience

of fuch as yet may bear record, (through Gods permiffion ) I then pro-
nounced : The thing that T then moft feared, and which alfo my Tongue
fpake ( that is , The fubvcrfion ofthe true Religion, and bringing in of
Strangers to reign over that Realm ) this day I fee come to pa(fe in mens
councels and determinations ; which ifthey proceed and take cffe(5^,as by
men it is concluded, then fo afluredly as my God liveth , and as thofe If-

The endfliail
i^ielites that obftinately returned into S^^/i* againe, were plagued to the

^''^ "^"
death-, fofliall£«^/Wtafte what the Lord hath threatned by his Pro-
phets before. God grant us true and unfained repentance of our former
offences. God for his great mercies fake ftirre up fome Fhinies^ Ellas y or

^f/^«, that the blood of abominable Idolaters may pacific Gods wrath,
that it confumc not the whole multitude. Jmetf.

Enemies to the gut to rctume to our matter •, ofthe premifles it is plain , That fuch as

n "con-.foK o*f
co"tcmne Gods cternall verity and grace, can neither in their troubles rc-

f^>ds Mcr.cn- ceive comfort by Gods MefTengers, neither yet can they follow the coun-
g«"- fell of God, be it never fo profitable , but God giveth them over, and fuf-

Theeodiy
fereth them to wander in their owne vanities, to their owne perdition;

and chofen of whereas contrarywife, fuch as bearetha reverence to Gods mofl Holy
God. Word, are drawn by the power and vcrtue of the fame ( as before is

faid ) to beleeve , follow and obey that which God commandeth , be it

never fo hard, fo unapparent or contrary to their affeftions : And thcre-
'' fore as God alwayes keepeth appointment with them , fo are they won-
deroufly preferved, when Gods vengeances are powred forth upon the

Gen.li. difobedicnt. And this is moft evident in >4^r4^4w, at Gods command-
ment, leaving his Countrey, and going forth he knew not whither-,which

Gen'iz.'
^^^^ ^ thing not fo eafie to be done , as it is to be fpoken or read. It ap-

peareth alfo in Abraham, belecving Gods promifes, againft all appearance,
Exod.5.7.i9. and alfo in offering his fon//44r, againft all fatherly love and natural!

jRcg2l'.
affc<ftion. The fame is faid , in Mofes, Samuel, He^ekiah , CMichaUh^ and
other ofthe Prophets, which at the commandment of Gods Word,bold-
ly pafled to the prefence ofTyrants , and there to them did their mclfage,

as charge was given unto them.

6hjeEi. But left that fome fhould alledge , that thefc examples appertaincth no-

AnfW'er. thing to a multitude, becaufe they were done in fingular men, lanfwcr.

We will confidcr what the power ofGods Word hath wrought in many

Godfword
^^ ^""^ inftance. After that the Ifraelites had made the golden Calfe , and

fomctioies mo- fo fallen to Idolatry •, u¥<>/^.j coming down from the mountain, and be-
veth great holding their abominations (the honour that they gave to an Idol) and the
mu tiiudcs. people fpoiled of their ear-rings and jewels , to their great rebuke and

fliamc, was enflamcd with fuch zeal, indignation and wrath, that firft,

he
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he brake the Tables ot the Commandments-, then he beat their Calfeto Annn
powder, and gave it to them to drink, tocaufe them to underftand. That -^^^"^

their filthy guts fliould receive that which they worfliipped for God .-And
'^"'^'^^

finally, he commanded that every man that was ot God fliould approach kdlheu"li'
and come nigh unto him : And the fonsofZew (faith the Text) came to hcsdodrinT

'

him ; to whom he faid , Thus faith the LerdGodef Ifracl •, Let everf nun '''« Powder of

fHt hif [word upon his thigh ^ and go in and outfrom ?on to Port in the Tents
-^ cslf^°

and let every man kill his brother , his neighbour , and every man his ni'^h kinf- Exod. j2.

man: Jnd the fons of Levi did according to the word of Moks : And there ^^'^^J^"^
fell the fame day of thepeople nigh three thoufand. It is evident by this hifto- idoiaiL«$'."

ry, That the powerof Gods Word, pronounced by the mouth of a man,
prevailed at one time in a great number againft nature , and compelled
them tobecxecutersof Gods vengeance, regarding nothing the affinity

nor nighneffe of blood : And alfo that their doing fo well pleafediv/^/;^

the AmbafTadour of Cod , that he faid unto them , Confecrate your hands x

this day every man in his orvn fen^ and in his own brother , that afortunate bene- ^^^
di^iienmay be given toyen this day. As though he fliould fay • Your fa-

ther £,<t;/ prophaned and defiled his hands, killing the Sichemites in his

blinde rage, which moved his father ^acob in his laft Teftamcnt , to 'con-

demne, execrate and curfe that his moft vehement and ungodly zeale .- But ^•"•*?'

becaufc in this work you have preferred Gods Commandment before

blood , nature and alfo affedion, in place of that rebuke and curfe
, you

have obtained bleffing and praife.

The like puiffance and vertuc of Gods Word working In a multitude, jergminj*.
is to be read in the Prophet Jeremiah - who perceiving the time of Gods
vengeance to draw nigh, and the City of^erufalem to be befiegcd, bold-

ly crycth out in his open Sermon, faying, H«/^i/rfwi4/««^ in this Cities

full die, either by [word, by hunger, or by pe/iilence. But he that jhall go forth letem. zu

to the Caldeans ,
jhall live, andJhallfinde his foulfor aprey. This might have J*'*™**»

appeared a deceivable, feditious and ungodly Sermon, to command fub-

]c6ts to depart from the obedience and defence of their native Prince,rich

Citizens and valiant fouldicrs from their poffeflions and ftrong Holds,and

to will them to render themfelv^s, without all manner of refiftance, into

the hands of ftrangers , betng their enemies. What carnall man would
not have judged the pcrfwafions of the Prophet mofl: foolifh and falfe^

And yet in the hearts of fuch as God had eledlcd and appointed to life,

fo cffeftually wrought this Sermon , that a great number of ^enifalem

left their King, their City, riches and friends, and obeyed the Pro-
phets counfell :

for fo may be cfpied by the anfwcr of^'f^^f/^/^ the King,

when Jeremiah counfellcd him , That he fliould render himfelf into the . <M#
hands of Nebttchadonofer, he faith,/ fear thefe ^ews, that arefled to the Calde- J"""^''

nns, left perchance they give me into their hands.

Hereof it is plain, That many were departed from him, whom he fear-
• cd more then he did his enemies.

Many more teflimonies might be brougl\t, to declare how mightily

Gods Word, fpoken by man, hath wrought in the hearts of great mnlti-

tudes : As in the hearts of the Ninevites , who at Jonahs Preaching Job.j;

condemned their former Rcligion,converfation and Iife:And in the hearts

Vuu of
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^nnO of ^^o^^ t\\KQt thouf-uid who at Peters firft Sermon openly made after

^^,.,-^ Chrifts Afcenfion, acknowledged their offences, repented, and were foon

Aft. 1. after baptized. But the fe premifesare fufficient to prove, as well that

Gods Word draweth his Eledl after it, againft worldly appearance,

againft natiirall affedions , and againft evil Statutes and Conftitutions
-,

asalfo, That fuchasobey Gods fpealdng by his Miniftcrs, never lack-

cth juft reward , and recompence : Foronely fuchas obeyed the voyce
Jercm.gi, of the Prophet, found favour and grace, to the praife and glory of Gods

Name, when his juft judgements took vengeance upon the difobedient.

But now briefly by Notes we will touch the reft of Peters adi.and Chrifts

mercifull deliverance of him •, which is the end of all troubles fuftaincd

by Gods Eled.

And firft, That Peter feeing a mighty wiride, was afraid^ and fb, when
he began to fink, he cryed. Lord[Ave mc^, are three things principally to

be noted ;

The firft. From wh^me cometh the fejr of Gods EleB.

Thefecond, What is the caufe that tbcy faint and fallinadverfity.

The third , What rejleth with them in the time of this fear and down'

finking.

And firft,it is plain,That fo long as Peter had his eyes fixed upon Chrift,

and attended upon no other thing but the voyce of Chrift, he was bold

and without fear : But when he faw a mjghty winde (not that the winde
was vifible , but the vehement ftorm and waves of the Sea that were

ftirred up and carried by the winde were feen) then began he to fear,

and to reafon (no doubt) in his heart,that better it had been for him to

have remained in his Ship-, for fomiglit Chrift have come to him .-But

now the ftorm and rage of winde was fo vehement , that he could never

come to Chrift, and fo he greatly feared. Whereof it is plain. That the

•.^ . onely caufe of our fear that have left our Ship , and thorow the ftorms
Thecaufeof qf the Sea would go to Chrift withM^r, is. That we more confider the
^^''

dangers and letts that arc in our journey, then we do the Almighty power
of him that hath commanded us to come to himfelf. And this is a finne

common to all the ele^l and chofen children of God, That whcnfoever

they fee a vehement trouble appearing to lett them , and drive them back
from the obedience of God,then begin they to fear and to doubt of Gods
power and good will.

^"^' -rWith this , fear was Abraham ftricken , when he denied his wife.

Ka-^V. ftorme faw Mofes , when he refufed to be Gods Meftenger. And
Hez>ekiahs fore complaint declareth , That more he believed, confidcred,

and looked upon the proud voyces, and great power of Sennacherib , then

he did the promifes of the Prophet.

This I note for this purpofe , That albeit this late and moft raging,

ftorm within the Realme of England have taken from you the preferice

of Chrift for a time , fo that you have doubted whether it was Chrift

which you faw bef6re,or not^ And albeit that the vehemency of this con-

trary .winde that would drive you from Chrift have fo employed your
ears, that almoft you have forgotten what he was who commanded

Matth. u. y^y |.Q j,Qjj^g J.Q himfelf, when that he cryed. Come mt» meall'je that labltir

and
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and Are ()urthened, and I lh.tllrefrejl) ypu. ra(fefrem Babylon^ O mypeople, crc Annr»
Albeit (I fay) that this raging tempeft have ftricktn iuch tear in your ^^"^*^

heart, that ahiioft all is forgotten • yet ( dear brethren ) defpair not,fuch a]£^'P^
orTences have chanced to Gods E'ed before you. If obftinately ye fhall i^ot'e^

not continue, yet fliall you finde mercy and grace. It had been your duty
indeed,and agreeable to your profe.fTion, to have looked to Chriit alone

and to have contemned all impediments-, but fuch perfedlion is not alway
with man, but happy is he that feeieth himfelf to fink.

The caufcthat Godteled begin to faint and to fink down in the time of
great adverfitie, is fear and unbelief, as in Peter doth appear-, for fo long

as he neither feared danger , neither miftrufted Chrifts word, fo long as #
ihe waves ( above, and contaxy to their nature) did obey and Icrve'his

feet , as they had been the drie , folid and fure ground •• But fb foon as he ^'''°'>' ^''''*

began to defpair and fear , io foon began he to fink : To inilruvft us, That "j'li'

'*""*

lively faith maketh man bold, and is able to carry us thorow fuch perils,

as be uncapable to nature • But when faith beginneth to faint, then begin-

riethmantofink down in every danger
-,
as in the Hiftories before re-

hearfcd, it may appear, and in the Prophets it is p'aia ; for Eliai at J-^'S'^-

Gods Commandment paflfing to the prefence of King ^^hub , in the

fervency of his faith , obtained the fire to come from heaven, and to

confume his Sacrifice : by which alfo he was made fo bold, that in the

prefence ofthe King he feared nothing to kill his falfe Prophets. But the

fame £///«• hearing of the managing and threatnings of curfed ^czakl^ J-R=Si9.

and confidering that the wrath of a wicked woman could by no reafona-
-pj^^

ble means be appealed , he faw a florm.e, and feared the fame , and fo he cm never d,r-

prepared to flic ^ which he doth not without fome finking down , for he pufewith Coii

began to reafon arid difpute with God, which never can be done -by the
""' '°"'""*

Creature,without fooliihiiefie and offence. The fame we finde in Jeremy,

and many more.

But the Qiieftion may be 5skcd,Seeing Chrijl knew before what jhculd h.iji- ei,,,^

fen to Peter,iv^y did he not binder him from comingfrom bis Boat ? or e/fe. Why
.^~^

did he notfo confirm him in fiith, that he fjould not have doubted?

.

Tothewhichmay beanfwered^ Albeit that wc could render norea- Jrtfif.

fon ofthis work of Chrift, yet were the work it felf a fufficient reafon^and

it were enough to anfwer,That fo it pleafed him, who is not bound to ren-

der a reafon of all his works : But yet ifwe fhall marke with deligence to

what Office Peter wasio be called, and what offences long refted with G"''' worts bjr

him, we fhall finde moftjuft and neceffary caufes of this work of Chrifl:, Oiffi^iencre"*

and down finking of Peter. It is plain that Peter had many notable vertucs, f""*

as a zeal and fervency towards Chriffs glory, and a readinede and £or- Peienvemer,

wardneflfe to obey his commandments- but it is like plain. That of long _, .

continuance there reffed with Peter a defire of honor and worldly refl: (and long rdtcd

"

that moved him to perfwade Chrifl that he fliould not die. ) There refted with tercr. ;

with him pride, prefumption , and a trufl in himfelf- which prefump- ^^"''•*^'

tion and v;3in truft in his own ffrcngth , unlefTe it had been corredted , he

had never been fit to have fed Chrifts flock : And fuch finnes can never be Note,
fully corretftcd or reformed,till they be felt,known,and confeffed.Doubt-

leffe fo arrogant is our nature , that neither will it k.now nor confefle the

V u u 2 infirmity
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A nnn infir^ii"^ of ic felf, untill fuch time as it hath a triall by manifeft experi-^
ence •, This is moft plain by Peter^\on2, after this tempert/of when Chrift

^-'"^'"'^
fliid to hisDifciples, This night jhaH ye alli>ejla»dcred in me ^ Peter boldly

Marth^i^.
bra^^^ed and laid , Albeit that alljlwild bejlandered^ and flwuidfiie from thee,

yetjhall not I bejiandcred , but Iam ready togo to pr!fo>) , dud to die mth thee^.

This was a bold prelTimption,and an arrogant promifc fpoken in contempt

ofall his Brethren, from which he could not be redixed by Chrifts ad-

monition, but the more that Chrift Ihewed him, that he fliould deny him,

the more bold was he to affirm the contrary •, as though his Matter Chrift

(the Author ofall Tructh, yea rather trueth ic felf ) (hould make a loud

k lie •, and therefore of necelTitie it was , that he ftiould prove in experience

what was the frailtie of mans nature, and what was the imbecillity and

weaknefle of faith , even in thofe, that Averc his chief Apoftles , which

had continually heard his heavenly Doftrine, feen daily his wonderful!

Miracles , which had heard themfelves fo many admonitions of him,

which alfo had followed and obeyed him in many things. That imbecil-

litie and weaknefle offaith , \iFeter had not proved and felt it in himfelf,

neither could he rightly have praifcd Gods infinite goodncfle , and im-

braced his free mercy •, neither had he been apt and meet to have been a

a Paftor to the weak flieep and tender lambs of Chrift, but he fhould have

been as proud a contemner and difpifer of his weak brethren, as the arro-

gant Papifts, that contemn and difpife all godly and great learned men,

though they be a thoulimd parts more excellent then they. But to cor-

Iw ftafeiedto re<5t •'Jnd informe both prcfumptuous arrogancy and ftaile irabecilitie and

fink.

"

weaknefle offaith,Pfrfr was permitted once to fink,and thrice moft fliamc-

fuUy to refufe and deny his Mafter, to the intent that by the knowledge of

his own weaknefle, he might be the more able to inftrutfl others of the

fame -, and alfo that he might more largely magnifie Gods free grace and

mif'hty deliverance: And that Chrift taught him before his falling;
LukeM. fayino, when thou art converted,lengthen thy brethren : As though Chrift:

'

fhoull have faid ^ Peter, yet art thou too proud to be a Paftor, thou canft

not ftoop nor bow thy back down to take up the weak flieep, thou doeft

not yet know thine own infirmitie and weaknefle, and therefore canft thou
donothingbutdefpifetheweakones^ but when thou ftialt be inftrufted

by experience of thine own felf, what hid iniquitie lurketh within the na-

ture ofman, then fhalt thou learn to be humble , and ftoop among other

J
iinners ^ and alfo (halt be an example to others which after fhall offend,

"^ '^'
asthoudidft, fo that ifthey repent as thou didft, they need notdefpaire

of mercy, butmaytruft moft aflurcdiy of Chrift to obtain grace, mercy

and forgivenefle offins, as thou didft.

This fruit have we to gather ( dear Brethren ) of Peters down-finking

in the l^a , ( which was a fecret knowledge and privic admonition, that he

after fliould deny Chrift ) that we are aflured by the voice of Chrift , jf in

the time oftrouble and extreme danger we crie with Peter, wc fliall be dc^

livered as he was -, and ifwe mourn for our deniall of Chrift , as hce

did , we fliall finde the fame grace and favour at Chrifts hand , that hee

found.

But now let us touch the third Note, which is thij , That with Gods
- Elect
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Eleft in their greateftfeard'and danger there refteth feme fmall fparke of AnnO
faith , which' by one means or other declareth it fclfe, albeit the afflided rx-/>^yn
pcrfon in feare or danger, doth not prefently perceive the fame. As here- g.

in Peter is moft eleare and manifeft. For,perceiving himfelfto fink down, vv!m refietf*

he cryed, faying. Lord fwet^i, which words werea declaration of alive- JeA^in th'>'
ly and quick faith, which lay hid within his afflifted and fore perplexed grcateadao.

heaft, whofe' nature is ( I mean of faith) to hope againft hope,thac is •• e^"^-
^

againft all appearance or likelihood to looke for help and deliverance, as Slhr"^'°*
the words oi Peter witneflfeth that he did. He faw nothing but the raging

Sea ready to fwallow him up. He felt nothing but hirafelf finking down |^
in body, and fore troubled in heart, and yethecrycd: Lordfaveme.
Which words firftdelare, that he knew the power of Chrifi: able to deli- ?'''«?Uewthi

verJiim. For fooliflmeffe it had been to have called for the help of him P°^"^|'|f

wh'orn he had known to be impotent and unable to help. Gad."^'

'

The calling for Chrifts help by prayer in this extream danger declared

alfo that Peter had fomc hope through his gracious goodncfle to obtain

deliverance. For in extream perils impoflible it is, that the heart of man
can cry for Gods help without feme hope of his mercy.

It is alfo to be noted, that in his great jeopardy Peter murmureth not
againft Chrift. Neither doth he impute or lay any crime or blame upon
Chrift, albeit, at his commandment he had left his Bote. He faith not:
Wky lettefi thatt rue firtke,feeing that I have oheyed thy Comm.indmem. More-
over,P£r<rr asked help at Chrift alone, of whjom he was perfwaded both
could and would help at a pinch. He cryed not upon Abraham, ^acob,

Mcfes, Samuel, David
-^
Neither upon any^other ofthe Patriarks,Prophets,

or Saints departed: neither yet upon his own fellows in the Bote, but
upon Chrift, at whofe commandment he had left the Bote.

All thefe things together confidered , declare, that Peter in this his cx-

treame feare and danger had yet fome fparke of faith (albeit in that pre- i

fent jeopardy he had neither confolationnor comfort.) For thefe pre- w
mifles are undoubted tokens that he had faith. But now to the end, which
is this.

And immediately ^efmjlretched forth his hand^and caught hitn^ and (aidun-
to him: O thou of little faith ^ wherefore diddeft thou doubt. And when they

vpere come into thefhip^ the rvinde ceafed -, And they that were in the [htp came_j

and vdtrf]: 'pped him , facing , ofa truth then art the Sonne ofGod : And immt-
Aiatly thefh'f was at the Land whither they went.

Hereoffirftis tobcNoted, That Godis alway nigh to thofe that call ^^'•'•*4-

upon him faithfully •,and fo willing is he to deliver them, that neither can Ood'xsin^.
fear nor extreme danger hinder his godly hand . Peter was finking downe, tream pcriii

and looked for no other thing but prefenc death , and yet the hand of
'"^^'yr''''

Chrift prevented him. That that wasvifiblyand openly done to Peter in fyithfuUye«ll

that his great perill , is invifibly and fecretly done to Chrifts holy «pon''im.

Church, andtothechofen Members of Chrifts myfticall Bodie in all HSr%
ages.

^' •^'

How nigh and ready was the Hand ofGod to deliver his people Ifrael,

when they were almoft overwhelmed with defpair in the dayes of C/fofes
Daniels.

and liefer^ the Hiftory doth witnefie : How nigh was God to Danier^a li]

Vuu3 amongft



74 .^be Admonition of John Knox,

P

Anno ^"^ongft the Lyons, To ^onas in the Whales Belly, to Peter in the prifon,

is likevvife moft evidently declared in the holy Scriptures. How fuddenly
K-^^^'^y"'^ and beyond allexpeftation was David many times delivered from Sauls

tyrany ,hisown heart con feifed , and compelled his pen to write , and

rfa]m.i8. tongue to fmg, faying. He fentfromahovc^ dod hath delivered me, he hath

drawn me forth ofmany waters

.

Open your ears ( dear brethren) and let your hearts underftand,~That

as our God is unchangeable/o is not his gracious hand fhortned this day.

Our fear and trouble is great, the ftorm that bloweth againft us is fore and

vehement, and we appear to be drowned in the deep : but ifwe unfainedly

know the danger, and will call for deliverance, the Lords hand is nigher

then the fword of our enemies.

God flattereth The fharp rebuke that Chrift Jefiis gave to Peter, teacheth us. That
not his Elcft. God doth not flatter nor conceal the faults of his Elcd, but makcch them

manifeft, to the end that the Offendors may repent, and that others may
avoid the like offences,

a n t
That Chiift called Peter of little faith, argueth and dcclareth (as we be-

faithieiii:, fore have noted ) That Pf^er was not altogether faithlefle, but that hee

fainted, or was uncertain in his faith , for fo foundeth the Greek termc

oMyoTTigvi , whereofwe ought to be admonifhed,That in pafling to Chrift

thorowtheftormsof this world, isnoconely required a fervent faith in

the beginning, but alfo a conftancy to the end-, as Chrifl faith, fie that

2 T^m
1°' continiieth to the end, (})all befavd •, and Saint Paul, U>ile(fe a manjbalijlrivc^

iufh as havfi lawfully, hefiall not he crowned. The remembrance of this ought to put us

^""^J""^.™^^
in minde. That the moft fervent man, and fuch as have long continued

^^ ^ '

in profefTion ofChrift, is not yet fure to ftand at all hours, but that he is

fubje(5l to many dangers , and that he ought to fear his own frailty, as the

Apoftle teacheth us , faying , Let him thatfiandeth take heed left he fall • for

if Peter that began fo fervently, yet fainted ere he came to Chrift , what
^ ought we to fear , in whom fuch fervency was never found •: No doubt

we ought to tremble and fear the worft^and by the knowledge of our own

Luke 1
weaknefTe , with the Apoftles , incelfantly to pray , Lord increase our

/^/V^.Chrifts demand and queftion,asking Peter,Why donhteft thou?cov\.izin-

ethinit felfavehemency 5 as if he ftiould have faid , Whether doubtefl:

thouof my power, or ofmy promifes , or ofmy goodwills Ifmypow-
er had not been fufficient to have favcd thee, then could I neither have

come to thee thorow the ftormy Sea, neither have made the waters obey

thee, when thou beganft to come tome •, and ifmy good will had not

been to have delivered thee , and thy Brethren, then had I not appeared

unto you , neither had I called upon thee, but had permitted the Tempeft

WehavileiTe todevoutand fvvallow you up : but considering that your eye faw mepre-
prctcnccofcx- fent,your ears heard my voice,and thou Peter cfpecially kneweft the fame,
cufe tiicnPfrt,' 3pj obeyedft my commandment, why then doubteft thou < Beloved bre-

thren,If this fame demand and queftion were laid to our charge,we (hould

have leflc pretence of excufe then had Peter z, for he might have alleadged.

That he was not advertifed that any great Stormc (hould have rlfenbe-

Note. twixt him and Chrift,which juftly we cannot alleadge-, for fince that time

that Chrift hath appeared unto us by the brightnes ofhisWord,and called,

upoa
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upon us by his lively voj'ce, hehathcontinually blown in our cnrs, That 7\nnO
perfecution and trouble fliould follow the Word that we profeffed,which ^^^ -^ j

dayes are now prefent. exf/<?/ then , why doubt rve tborow this fterme togo to
^^"^

Chnft ? Support, O Lord^ and let us fiKkm further.

Albeit that Peter fainted in faith,and therefore was worthy moft fliarp-
co?3foltti6)i

I y to be rebuked
,
yet doth not Chrifl: leave him in the Sea, neither long '

permitted he that fear and tempeft to continue, but firft they entred both

into the Ship,and thereafter the winde ceafed • and lafl, their Ship arrived

without longer delays, at the place for which they long had liboured.

O bluffed and happy are thofe that patiently abides this deliverance of

the Lord •, The raging Sea fliall not devour them : Albeit they have faint- ^
cd, yet (hall not Chrift Jcfus leave them behinde in the ftormy Sea , but

fiiddenly he fliall ftretch forth his mighty hand, and fliall place them in

the Ship araongfl: their brethren •, that is. He fliall condud them to the

number of his eled and afBided Church, with whom he will continue to
^'^"''' ^^'

the end of the world.

The Majeftie of his prefence fliall put to'filence this boyfterous winde,
^s**!rt'^>v,""-

the malice and envy of the devill which fo bloweth in the hearts of Prin- redagainiiGod

ceSj Prelates, Kings, and of earthly men , that altogether they are con- p^*'- *•

jured againft the Lord , and againft his Anoyned Chrifl: •, in defpightof

whom, he fafely fliall condu(Jt, convey, and cany his fore troubled Flock

to the life and refl: for which they traveli.

Albeit (1 fay j that fometimes they have fainted in their journey, albe- The dieep nf

it that wcakneffe in faith permitted them tofif>k, yet from the hand of ^,,ep.t"ora'-*

Chrifl: can they not be rent^he may not fufFer them to drown,nor the deep hishand.

to devour them : But for the glory of his own Name he muft deliver, J"''*."*•

for they are committed to his charge,proteftion, and keeping • and there-

fore mufl: he keep and defend fuch as he hath received at his father, from '"
^"

fin, from death, from devil and hell.

The remembrance of thefe promifes is to mine o'^n heart fuch occafi-

on of comfort , as neither can any tongue nor pen exprefTe , but yet per-

adventure fome there is of Godseleft that cannot be comforted in this

tempeft, by any meditations of Gods elecflion or defeniee^, but rather

beholding fuch as (bmetimes boldly have profefled Chrifts Veviry ^ now The temptsti-

tobereturnedtotheiraccuftomed abominations ; And alfo themfelves °"'^'^*^'^!^*,

to be overcome with fear , that againft their knowledge and confcience ^^Ui^^^
theyftouptoan Idol, and with their prefence maintainetluheflime ^and
being at this point , they begin to reafon. Whether it be poffibk that the

members of Chrifts body may be permitted fo horribly to fall to the

denyall of their Head •, and in the fame to remain of long continu-

ance : And from this reafoning they enter in dolour , and from dolour,

they begin to fink to the gates of hell,and Ports of defpair.

Thedolour andfearof fuch Igranttobc moft juft: For oh how fear-

fiill is it, for the love of this tranfitory life, in the prefence of man to deny
Chrift Jefus, and his known and undoubted Verity r

"But yet to fuch as be not obftinate contemners of'God , and of all

godlincilc, I would give this my weak counfell. That rather they fliould

appeal to mercy, then by che fcvere judgements of God to pronouq<:e

againft
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Anno ngainft therafelves che fearfull fentence of coHdemnation •, and toconfi-

der that God includcth all under unbelief, that he may have mercy upon
^""'"^^

all : That the Lord fiUeth and giveth life -, he leadeth down to hell, and

S^w'^rS y^^ Hfceth up again. But I will not that any man think , That by this my
RoiuVi^

*"
counfell I either juftifie fuch as horribly are returned back to their vomit

;

iRca». cither yet that I flatter fuch as maintaineth that abominable Idoll with

their dayly prefence - God forbid • For then were I but a blindc guide

jy . leading the blinde headlong to perdition : Onely God knoweth the do-
" * lour and fobs of my heart, for luch as I hear dayly do turn back : But the

caufc of my counfell is , That I knov/ the confcicnce of fome to be fo

H tender, that whenfoever they feel themfelves troubled with fear, wound-
cd with anguifh, or to have fliden back in any point, that then they }udgc

their faith to be quenched , and themfelves to be unworthy of Gods
mercies for ever • to fuch dircil I my counfell z, to thofc, I mean , that

rowhomap- rather offends by weakneffe and infirmity, then of malice and fet purpofe.
pertaineth tiie p>^^^ \ would that fuch (hould uudcrftand and confider , that all Chrifts
forBiercou«fd.

^poftjes fled from him, and denyed him in their hearts : And alfo I

MattLiS.
. would they fliouldconfidcr, That no man from the beginning flood in

greater feare, greater danger, nor greater doubt, thtn Peter did, when

2^ . Chrifts prefence was taken from him; yea, no man felt leffe comfort,

nor faw lefle appearance of deliverance • and yet neither were the

difciplcs rejedcd for ever, neither was Peter permitted to drown in that

deep.

Ohle^tm. But fome fhall objeft , Faith was not utterly quenched in them , and

therefore they got deliverance, and were reflored to comfort.

Anfwer. -^^f^ ' That is it which I would that the afflidled and troubled confci-

ences in this age fhould confider. That neither fear, neither danger,

neither yet doubting nor • backfliding , can utterly deflroy and quench

the faith of Gods cleft , but that alwayes there remaineth with them
Theroocof fome root and fpark-of faith , howbext in their anguifli, they neither feel

SST" nor can difcern the fame. Yet fome fhall demand. How fliall it be

cleft in greatcft kuowu in whom the fpark and root of faith remaineth, and in whom not,
ciaBger.

feeing that all fleeth from Chrifl , and bovvcth down to Idolatry : Hard

it is, and in a manner impoflible, that one man fhall wittingly judge of

another (for that could not Elfj^h do of the Ifraelites of his dayes ) bus
3R«6- >9-

gygj.^ ^^^ j^^y eafily judge of himfelf : For the root of faith is of that

The roctof nature,that long it will not be idle,but of neccfTity, by proceffc of timc,it

f»ithisnot
vvill fend forth fome branches that maybe fcenand felt by the outward

*'''^'

man, if it remain lively in the heart •, as you heard it did in Peter , com-

pelling him to cry upon Chrifl, when that he was in greatcfl neccflityi.

Wilt thou have a triall whether the root of faith remaineth with thee

Atryaiiof ot not ^ ( I fpcak to fuch as are weak, and not to proud contemners of
hi:b in trouble QqJ N

Firfl, Feeleji thou th^foidfiinting in faith , m Peter felt his hdy finke down

in the waters ?

Secondly, Art thou as fore Afraid that thyfeule (Jjould drorwn in hell, if thou

confenteft or oheyejl Idolatry , asPctex rv<^s that his My fmtld drorvn in thc^

voters ?

^ Deft.
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3

.

Defireft theu as earnejlly the deliverance of thyfoul , as Peter didthe de- pirinr\
liverance of hii bod) ? Lxliil }

4. Beiieveft thott that Cbrift is able t$ Seliver thy foul, and that he willdo
'"-^^"'^^^

the fame, according to his fremife ?

5

.

Do'fl thou call upon him without hypocrifie^ now in the day of thy trouble ?
6. Do'ft thou thirjl for hisprefence^ and for the liberty of his Wordagain ?

7. CMournefi thoufor the great abominations that norv over-fiorves the Realnt

of England 1

If thefe premifes (I fay) rema:n in thy heart , then art thou not altoge-

ther deftitutc of faith, neither (halt thou defcend topcrdition for ever
5

but mercifully (hall the Lord ftrctch forth his mighty hand, and (h ill de- •
liver thee from the very throat and bottom of hell : But by what means
that he fhall perform that his mercifull work, it neither appertaineth to cth nono man *
thee to demand, nor to me to define : But this is requifice , and is our t° '"'^w.nono

boundenduty, that fuch means as the hand of our God fliall offer ( to Oo'dwriuX
avoid Idolatry ) we refufe not, but that willingly wc embrace the fame, ver.

"'

albeit ii partly difagrce to our affeftions. Neither yet think I that fud- Note.

denly, and by one means , fhall all the faithfull in England be delivered ^"'*'''**y*' .*

from Idolatry : No, it may be that God fo ftrcngthen the hearts of fome °^ '*''*^"*''".'

of thofc that have fainted before , that they will refifl Idolatry to the

death, and that were a glorious and triumphant deliverance. Of others

God may fo touch the hearts, that they will rather chufc t® walk and go
as Pilgrims, from Realm to Real me, fufFering hunger, cold, heat,thirfV, ^
wcarineffc, and poverty, then that they will abide ( having all abound- mtk
ancc) in fubjedion of Idolatry. To fome may God offer fuch occafion,

j^^f^^
^B

that in dcfpight of Idolaters ( be they Princes or Prelats ) they may
remain within their own Dominions, and yet neither bow their knees ro

Baal, neither yet lack the lively Food of Gods moft holy Word. If

God offer unto us any fuch means , let us aflfuredly know. That Chrift Tbemcans«f.

Jefus ftrctched forth his hand unto us , willing to deliver us from rhat
["^vold id^i'

danger wherein many arc like toperifli-, and therefore let us not refufe uy 3°enot°o'

it, but with pladnefTe let us take hold of it , knowing that God hath a berctufad.

thoufand means (very unrppearing to mans judgement) whereby he

will deliver , fupport and comfort his affli6led Church. And there- Repetition^

fore, mofl dearly beloved in our Saviour Jefus Chrift, confidering that

the remembrance of Chrifls Banquet (whereof, I doubt not, fomc of
you havetaflcd with comfoft and joy) is not yet utterly taken from
your minde- Andthat we have entrcd in this journey at Chrifts Com-
mandments 5 confidering that wc finde the Sea windes blow contrary

and againftus, as before was prophcfied unto us •, and that we fee the

fame tempefl rage againfl us , that ever hath raged againfl: Chrifls

cled Church ^ And confidering alfo that we feele our felves ready

to faint
J

and like to be oppreffcd by thefe ftormie Seas , Let us

proffrate our felves before the Throne of Grace, in the prefence of
our heavenly Father, and in the bitterneffe of our hearts let us con-

feflfe our offences , and for Chrifl Jefus fake let us ask deliver-

ance and mercy , faying, with fobs and groanings from our troubled

hearts 9
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Anno

rfal.78.
f

Pfal74.

Apocal. 17.

t>fal74,&37.

Prayer an^

Conicflion.

Appealing to

mercy.

\Ui. jj.

Jer{m.4i

PfaL 74.

rfal. $9.

Vh\. 79,

]crem,i 0,11,

12.

Pfal.^J.

A gain ft the

enemies uf

Cod.

Complaint.

OGod^ the heathen Are entred into thine Inheritance^ they have defiled th'^

holj Temple^ and have prophaned thy ble(fed Ordinance : InpJact of thf

]eyfii!lfignes^ they have erected their abominable idolatry : The deadly cup of all

blafph^mie is reftorcd againe to their harlots hand : Thy Prophets areperfecutcd,

and none are permitted to [peak thy Word freel) : The poorfiieep of thy fattire

are commanded to drink the venomous waters of mens Traditions. But , O
Lord, thou knorvefl howfore they grieve us. Butftich is the tyranny of thefe moji

cruell bcafis, that plainly theyfay^ They fhall root us out at once, fo that no
remembrance fhall remain of us on earth.

Lord^ thou knorvefl that we are butfiefh , and that Vfe have nopower of cur

fdvss to xvithfland their tyyanny •, And therefore, Father^ open the eyes of thy

mercy upon us , and confirm thou in m the Work which thine own mercy hath

begun. We acknowledge and confeffe, Lord ^ That we are punifhed moft jufi-
ly., becaufe we lightly regarded the tyranny of our mercifull Vifitatiott. Thy

bleffedGofpel woi in our ears dike a lovers fang 5 it pleafed as for a time ^ but

alaSf our lives did nothing agree with thy Statutes and holy Commandments :

And thus we acknowledge that our iniquity hath compelled thy jufiice to take thc^
light of thy Word from the whole Realmecf England. But be thou mindefuH

O Lord.^ that it is thy Truth which we haveprofeffed^ and that thy enemies blaf-

phemeth thy holy Name , and our Profcfsion , ivithout Cawfe : Thy holy Gofpel

is called herefie , and we are accufedastraytors^ferprofefsingthefamc^. Be
mercifull therefore^ O Lord, and be falvation unto us in this time of our anguifi) :

Albeit ourfins accufe and condemns us, yet do thou according to thine own Name,
Wc have offended againfl thee 5 Our fins and iniquities are without number

j,

And yet art thou in the midfl of us^ O Lord , albeit that tyrants bear rule over our

bodies, yetthirftethour foulsfor the comfort of thy Word : CorreSt us therefore^

but not in thy hot difpleafure -, [pare thy people , andpermit not thine inheritance

to bo in rebukefor ever. Let fuch , O Lord , as now are mofl afjlt£led,yet once

againe praife thy holy Name before thy Congregation : Repre(fe the pride of thofe

blood-thirfly Tyrants •, confume them in thine anger, according to the reproach

which they have laid againfl thy holy Name. Pour forth thy vengeance upon

them , and let our eyes behold the blood of thy Saints required of their hands :

Belay not thy vengeance., O Lord , but let death devour them in hafie : Let
the earth fwallcw them up

.^ and let them go downe quick to the hells : For
there is no hope of their amendment ^ the feare and reverence of thy holy

Name is quite banifhed from their hearts''^ and therefore yet again, Lord., con-

fume them •, confume them in thine anger , and let them never bring their wic-

ked counfells to effe£f -, but according to the godly powers , let them be taken in'

thefnare which they havspreparedfor thine ele^ : Look upon us, Lord, with

the eyes of thy mercy, and fiew pity upon us thy weak and fore opprcffed Flock :

Gather us yet once again to the wholefome treafures of thy mofl holy Word , that

openly we may confcffe thy blejfed Name within the Realme of England. Grant
this, heavenly Father^ for Chrijl J-efus thyfensftk<Lj. Amen.

If
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If on this manner or otherwifcC as God fhall put in our hearts ^ with- ^\)x\0
out hypocrifi'C in the prcfcncc of our God ( rcfpcifling more his glory iy-^,^>v^

then our private wealth ) continually wc pourc forth our complainr,con-

feflion and prayers. Then fo aflurcdly as our God livcth, and as wc feci

thcfe prcfcnt troubles^fhall our God himfeif rife to our defence, he (hall

confound the counfels of our enemies, and trouble the wits of fuch as

moft wrongfully troublcth us. He fliall fend Jcfu to execute his juft judg-

ments againft Idolators,and againft fuch as obftinatcly dcfendcth thcin.

Yea, the chicfc men of our times fhill not efcapc the vengeance and

plagues that are prepared for their portion. The flatrcrcrs and maintai-

ncrsofher abominations fhall dvir.k the cup of Gods wrath. And in

dcfpitc ot the Dcvillfhall yet the glory of Chriftjcfus, and the bright-

ncflc of his countenance fo fhinc in our hearts by the prcicnce ot F»is

pracCjand before our eyes by the true preaching of his Gofpcl,rhat alco-

getf)cr wc fliall fall before him and fay : Lord thou art our Goii, xvejli.t'l ex -

toll theCtAnd fhill confe([ethyNatne,forthotib^fi brought wonderou^ things to p.i(fe

according to thy connfels,which albeit appear to kfarre off",
yet are they true and moji

a(j!tred. Thou ha/l brought to ruine the palaces ef tyrants, and thereforejl)all the af-
'

jliSfedmagnifie thee, and the City oftyrannicall Nations jh.Ill fear thee. Thou ha(i *

been^O Lord, afrang defence to the poor, afireplace ofrefuge to the affH^cdtn the

time of his angui(h.

This no doubt,dcar Brethrcn,fhall one day be the fong of Gods Elctfl of Geds Eka

within the Realm of England, after that God hath poured forth his ven-

geance upon thcfe difobcdicnt, and blood-thirfly tyrants: which now ^m
triurapheth in all abominations, and thereforeyet again beloved in the . ,1^|
Lord,Abide patiently the Lords deliverance, avoydingand flying fuch

^-'^^^'''''"

offences as may feparatc and divide you from the blcffcd fcllo vfhip oi^^°^*

theLordJefusathisfccondcomming. Watch and pray,re(ift the divcll,

and row againft this vehement tempcftjand (hortly ihall the Lord come,

to the comfort ofyour heartSjWhich now arc opprcfled wich anfjuifli and

care,but then fhall ye fo rcjoycc,that through gladncfTc you flnll fay:

Beholdthis our God^wehavervaited upon him^and he hath faved m. This is our £^*^^'

Lord, wc have long thirfted for his comming,now fhall wc rejoycc and
be gl id in his falvation, Amen. The great Bifhop ofour fouls, jel us our

Lord fo ftrcngthcn and alfift your troubled hearts with the mighry com-
fort of his Holy Ghoft,6hat earthly tyrants, nor worldly torments have

no power to drive you fro|p the hope and expc<^ation of that Kingdom,
which for the Elcd was prepared fiom the beginning -by our heavenly
rather,to whom be all praifc and honour,now and cverjAmen.

•

Remember me (dear Brethren) in your daily prayers. The grace ofour
Lord JcfusChrift be with you all. Amen.

Tottrs withforrowfull hearty

John Knox.
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'A LETTER
Delivered

To Queen Mary, Regenc

SCOTLAND,
FROM

f H :^(^ K^SJ^IO X
Minifler ofGods Word, in the yeer ofour Lord,

155 6. and thereafter augmented and explained by the
,

Authorjin the ycer ofour Lord, 1558.

To the mojl Excellent PrinceJJe Mary, Dowager
Regent <7^ScotIand.

MADAME, f

H E caufe which moved me to prefent this

my Supplication unto your Majeftie, en-

larged, and in fome places explained (being

in the Realm o£ScotIaj;d in the Moneth of
May

J 1^56. I caufed to be prefentcd to

your Majefty ) is the incredible rage offuch
asbcarethcTitleof Bifiiops, who, againft all jufticc and
equitie, have pronounced againft me a moft crucll fentcncc,

condemning



condemning my Bodie to Fire , my Soul to Damnation, and An HO
all Doctrine taught by mc, to be falfe , dcceivabic , and He- W^-Z'V^
reticall : If this injury did tend to mc alone, having the tc-

ftimony ofa good confciencc, withfilcnce I could pafle the

matter, being afilired , that fiich as they curie and cxpell

their Synagogues for fuch caufcs,fliall God bleflc, and Chrifl

Jefus receive in his eternall focietie : But confidering that

this their blafphemy is vomited forth againll: the eternall

Truth of Chrifts Evangell
, ( whereof it hath pleafed the

great mercy ofGod to make me a Minifter) I cannot ceafe

to notifie, as well to your Majcftie, as to them,That To little

am I afraid oftheir Tyrannicall and iiirmifed fcntencc , that

in place of the Pidure ( ifGod impede not my purpcfc)thcy

fhall have the Body to juftifie that Doctrine , which they

(Members ofSatan } blaiphemoufly do condemnc. Advcr-
tillng your Majeftie in the mean time,That from them,their

fentence and tyrannic , and from all thofe that lift to main-

tain them in the fame, I do appeal to a lawfull and generall

Counccli belcechingyour Majefty to take in good part,that

I^callyou for witnefTc, that I have required the libcrtie of
tongue, and my Caufc to be heard before your Majcftie and
fhe Body of the Realm, before that any fuch Procefte was
laid againft me j as this my Letter direded to your Majefty

doth teftiiie.

^ The beginning of the Letter.

T Tl E Eter/ldlProvidcKceofthefitmeQod, rvho huth appointed fj/s c/jpfoi '^'tn.^.

children to fight in this franfitory And ivretched life , a battel! flrong And ^^i"'
""*'

difficile^ hath alfo appointed their fnall victory by a marvellcusfajliicn^ and th<^

manner of the. r prefervAtion in tierr bat tell more marvelloiM t, their viciory

JJ-andeth not in refifling , but in fuffcrii^g ; as cur Sovcraign Mafi^er fr&nonnceth inacth. u
tahis Bifcifles , that in patience they'fliould poflefTe their fpu'es : Jnd^°'^-^'^^^-

the fame forcfarv the Prophet Efay , when that he paintfthforth alVottyer^ batt^tl ^ ^^'^'

to be with violence^ tumult, and blood-P)edding, but tlje vicfory ofGods people to

be in qaietneffc^ filence and hope -, meaning that all others that obtain viBorie^ do

enforce themfelves to refifl their adverfarics, to fJjed bloocd^ and to murther : But

fo do not the Elect cf God., but all. things they fufiain at the commAndment ofhim
•who hath appointed them to fujfer • being n^ofi a^!ircdlyperfiva:iefl.^'thiit then qie-

/y they triumph , when all rren judge them opprtffcd :
. for in ihe Cro^e'efir.th'sc-so^e

ChnB: abvayes isiiichidoda fccrct and hidviBory, ne'vir''K!'eH i'mvfi till the fuf- "f <^'"»ft '»
"-

Xxx ^ fcrer '
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A j,^p. fercr appear all together to be {as it were ) extermivate
•, for then onely dnithtL^

-tinnu
ljlgodofAhc\crie toGod, rvhenpreud Cain judged all memory of his brother to

•
^'^'Y'^ have been extinguijhed '^ andfo ( I (ay ) their viBory is m.irvellous ^ and herv that

they can be preferred and not brought to utter confuftort , the eye efman perceiveth
£12740.41, ^^^ , But he^rvhnjepower IS i'^fnite, bj fecret and hid motions ^ toucheth the hearts

offuch AS to mans judgment hath power to deftroy them^rvith very pietic and compaf-

fion tofave his people^ts {in times paft) he did the hearts ofthe Egyptian Midrvtves,

topreferzcthemen-childrenof the Ifraelnes^rvhencommmdrvas given ofPhiraoh
Exod.j. for their deflruBton. The heart of'Phinohs daughter l/kervife, to pitty Mofcs/a

his young infancy, expofed to the danger of the waters. The heart c/Nabu-
4 Reg.i?. Q^^dnczz^r to preferve the Captives alive^ and liberally to nourifh the Childre»

Efd 7
'^

^^^^^ were found apt to Letters : Andfinally , The heart ofCyrus . to fet at liber-

ty the people of God, after long bondage and thraldome. Andthm doth the invifMe

power and love ofGod ^ manifeft it felf towards his EleB from time to time ,for

Note* twocaufesfpecially. Firft , to comfort his weaki vearriersin their manifold temp-

tations, letting the?nnnder(iand^That he is Me to compell fuch as fomttimestvere

enemies to his people, to fight their Caufe , and to promote their deliverance. And
feeondarilyAO give a teflimony of hisfavctir to them , that by all appearance diditve

Ephef*. before ( as Saint l?3iu\^eaketh ) wanting God in the world, as firangersfrom

the Common-wealth of Ifrael , and without the league of h's mercifull promife and

free grace made to his Church : For who would have affirmed , That any of

thefe perfons aforenamed y had been of that nature and clemency , before eccafkns

were offered unto them ? But the works of mercie fhewed to the affliBed ^ have

left to as affurance , That God ufedthemas veffehofhis honour. For pitie and

mercie [hewed to Chrifis affli£tedflock , as they never lacked reward temporally

Jo if they be continued^ and be not changed into crueltie , are aff'nred ftgnes and

feales ofeverlajling mercy to be received from God , who by his Holy Spirit mir

vcth their heats to Jhew mercy to the people of Godoppreffed and affli£iea.

Addition,

THis Preface I iifcd to give your Majcftic occafion more deeply to

confidcr what hath been the condition of Chrifts Members from
\

the beginning , that in fo doing, ye might fccv That it is no new thing

that the Saints of GodbeopprefTed in the word-, that ye, moved by
carncft contemplation of the fame , might alfo ftudy rather to fave

them from murder , ( although by the wicked councels of many ye

were provoked to the contrary ) then to engage your felf to the cor-

rupt Clergie , who arc fervants to finne and Sathan ; whofe fury is

bent againft God and his verity : But this after foliowcth in our Lst-

which thus proccedcth.

Letter.

Y Our LMajefie perchance doth wonder to whatpurpofe thefe things he recited,

and I in very deed cannot wonder enough, that occafion is offered to me (a

werme mofl wretched) to recite the fame at this prefent •, for I have looked rather

for thefentence ofdeath^ then to have written to year Majeflte in thefe lajl and mofi

mcked
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wicked dayes, in which Sathan fo blinded the heartfofmanj^ that inmcertts are con- Ajjfjd •

demned, their Canfe never tried. LW-^U

x^ddition.

HEreof ye cannot be ignorant : For bcfides thefe whom ye hear from

time tb time raoft cruelly to bemiirthcred in France, Italy^Sfainc^^ Thcciufcs

Flanders ^ and now of late yecrs bcfides you in England^ for no other
^''oorbs'thi!

caufe, but that they profcfreChriftJefus to be the onely Saviour, of the daypciipcutcd

world, The oncly Mediator betwixt God and man , The onely Sacrifice
l)?)-^'^'

acceptable for the fins of all faithfuU ^ and finally, The onely Head to his
p ph'^r

j/**

Church. Befides thefe, I fay (of whom yc hear the brute) ye have been

wicneffe. That fome within the Realm oi Scotland , for the fame caufe,

moft cruelly have been murthered, whofc caufe was never heard with in-

differency; But raurtherers fitting in the Seat of Juftice, have flied the

blood of Chrifts true Witnefles •, which albeit did then appear co be con-

fumed away with fire
,
yet it is refent in the prefencc of him for whofc

caufe they did fuffer, and ceafeth not to call for vengcance,with the blood

of v/^f/, to fall upon, notonclyfuch as were immediate and next authors

of that murther, but alfo upon all thofe that maintain thofe tyrants in

their tyranny, or that do confent to their beaftly cruelty , or that do not

flop, having the power in hand. Take not this as the affirmation of any

man, but hear and confider the voice of the Son ofGod •, Fulfil/ {Caith he)

the meafrtre ef your fathers, that all the blood xvhich hath beenfhed ftnce the blood Matth.i^.

of hhtXthejufi, tiH the blood efZachinahfd^c. may come upon this generation.

Hereby it is evident, That the murthercrs of our time, as well as in the

time of Chrift, are guilty of all the blood that hath been flied from the

beginning. Fearfull,! grant,is the fentence •, yet it is moft equall and juft :

For whofoevcr fheddeth the blood of any one of Chrifl Jefiis his mem- whofoever

berSjfor profcffing of his Truth,confenteth to all the raurther which hath
jjio^/^f '^a'

been made fince the beginning for that caufe. So that as there is one com- of chnfts

munion of all Gods Elcft, of whom every member is participant of the jj"^™''*'^'^"''

holy Juflice of Chriff •, fo is there a communion among the reprobate, by fak^colTf.nt-

which every one of the Serpents feed are criminall and guilty of all ini- echtoihc

quity which the whole Body committeth , bccaufe they are altogether ^l"^!*°*^'L^
• /I i-M -n T r J ^- n , u tr r "« have fuf-

agamlt Cnrilt Jelus , and againit his eternall Verity • every one ierving fcrcdfiace che

Sathan the Prince of this world in their rank, age,degree and effate. The ''fg'niung<

murthercrs of their brethren which this day live, are guilty with Cain of I^^ote.

the blood of Jbel : The Kings and Princes which by power opprcffe the *"• "*•

people of God, and will not fuffer that the people truelyworfhip God as

he hath commanded, but will retain them in Egypt, are brethren and com-
panions to Pharaoh.-The Prclats and Pricfts, whofe horrible iniquities and
infolent life have infected all Realmes where they ruigne, have with their ,

fathers the old Pharifces,taken away the key ofknowledge, and have flnit

up the Kingdom of heaven before men • fo that neither they themfelves;

will enter, neither yet will they fuffer others to enter into the fame : And
the multitude blinded, fome by ignorance, fome by fear, and by infitia-

ble appetite of their part of the fpoyl (for Chrifl being crucified, the

fouldiers parted araongft them his garments) are conjured to defend thofe

C whic^
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Anno

Ml^tkif.

Anfwer to an

Objection.

Geii. 19,

Exod. 14.

The Petition

of fuchasbc

perfecuccd.

Mattli.y.

Macth.io.

s Cer.i,

mur-h' rers, proud pcftilcntPrelats,againft Chrift Jefus, and againfthis

poor Flock : And therefore , becaufe of one crime , they arc all gnihy
(which is, of treafon and rebellion againfl: Chrift ) of one torment they

fliall all tafte , which is, Of the fire that never fhall be quenched. And
herein ought you, Madame , be circumfpcft and carefull, if that ye hope
for the life to come : For if the confcnt which proceedeth of ignorance

and blindeneffe bringeth deftruftion and death(as Chrift our Mafter doth

wicnclfe, faying, // the blinde leadthe blinde, theyjljall bvth fall into the ditch)

What fliall become of the proud and malicious contemners of Gods Ve-
rity offered c" But our Dodrine, perchance, fliall be denyed to be the Ve-
rity : Whereunto I anfwer. That fo was the Dodrine of Noah^ ofMofes^

of the Prophets, of Chrift Jefus, and of his Apoftles •, and yet the origi-

nall world periflied by water, Sodome and Gomsrra by fire defcending

from heaven-, pW^^/' and his adherents in the Red Sea-, the City of^e-

rttfakm^ and the whole Nation of the Jews, by puniflimcnts and plagues,

notwithftanding that the whole multitude cryed , This is a new doftrine,

this is herefie, and tendeth to fedition. Our Petition is, That our Do-
(ffrine may be tryed by the plain Word of God -, That liberty be granted

to utter and declare our mindes at large in every Article and Point which
nowareincontroverfie : Which if ye deny, giving ear to Chrifts ene-

mies (who condemne his dodrine for herefie ) ye fliall drink the Cup of

Gods wrath with them . But now to the former Letter.

Letter.

Ideti6t mt hut the rumors which have come toyour Majeflies ears,ofme, have been

[lich, that if all reforts\vere true, I were unworthy to live upon the earth : And
wonder it is , That the voices of the multitudefhould not fo have enfiamedyour Ma-
jejlies heart with juft hatred of fuch a one as lam accufed to be, that all acceffe topit

j

jhould have beenput up. I am traduced as an heretick , accufed as afalfe teacher

andjeducer of thepeople, befides other opprobries, which (affrmedby men of worldly

honour and efimation ) mayeafily kindle theivrath of Maziftrates ., where inno-

nocenet is mt known. But blejfed be God the Father of our Lord^efus Chrifiy

tvho by the dew of his heavenly grace , hath fo quenched the fire of difpleafure,

as yet^ inyour Majejlies heart ( which of late dayes I have underflood ) that Sathan

isfruftrateof his enterprise andpurpofe ; which is to mj heart no (mall comfort',

Not fo much ( God Is my witneffe ) for any benefit that I can receive in this mife^

Table life, by proteBion of any earthly creature (for the cup which itbehoveth me
to drink, is appointed by the wifedom of him whofe counfels are not changeable )

as that Iamfor that benefit which 1 am a(Juredyour CMajcHiefiull receive , if that

ye continue in like moderation and clemency towards others that mojl unjuflly are

and [ball be accufed, as that your Majejlie hath begun towards me , and my mo
ft

dc'

fperate Caufe : that is. If that by godly wifcdeme ye (})alljludie to bridle thefury and

rage of them, who,for the maintenance of their worldly pomp, regard nothing the

cruell murthering of fimplc innocents. Then fliall he who doth pronounce mercy to

appertain to the mercifull, andpromifeth that a cup ofcold water given for his Names

fike fiuill not lack reward, firjl caufeyour happy Government to bepraifed in thispre-

fcnt age, and in po(lcritics to come ; and lafi: recompence your godly pains andfudj
with that jcy andglory , ivA/c^ cyc hath not fcen , nor yet can enter into the

heart of mortall creature. Ad-
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Addition.
Anno

TF Chrifts words were cfl-eemed true. That of every idle word an ac- M»«h.ia»

comptni;!!! be given, and chat nothing is fo fecretly done, which fliall

not come to knowledge and light ^ Ifuppofcthat the tongues of men
fliould be better bridled,then impudently to fpeak their pleafure in matters
unknown. For albeit, that the true fear of God fhould not move them to
fpcuk tructh •, yet would I think (ifany fparke ofhumanity remained) that

worldly flwme fhould impede them to lie. When reafoning was, before
yourMajcftie, what man it was that preached in Aire, and divers men
were of divers opinions; fomeaffirming, that it wasan Engli(hman, and
fome fuppofing the contrary. A Prelate, not of the leafl: pride, faid nay,
NoEnglifliman, but it is A'/j^at that Knave. It was my Lords pleafure fo

to Baptize a poor man. The rcafon whereof, if it fliould be required, his •'

Rochet and Miter muft ftand for Authority. What further liberty he ufed
in defining things like uncertain to him, to wit, of my learning and do-
drinc at this prefent, I omit, Lamenting more that fuch peftilent tongues
have liberty to fpeak in the prefence of Princes, then that I am fbrry for

any hurt that their venomecando to me in body or fame: For what
hath my life and convcrfation been,fince it hath pleafedGodto call me
from the puddle of Papiftry, let my very enemies fpeak . And what learn-

ing I have, they may prove when they pleafe. The report of yourMaje-
flies moderation, as well at that time, as afrer, when fuite was made for ray
taking, moved me to write this my other Letter •, in which, albeit, I have
not played the Orator,trimming a^-d decking the matter for the pleafure of

j vhir^fr,nnd dclic:^fce3rs
;
yetdothmy confcience bear me record. That

with fimpliciry I have advertifed you of a mortall danger j As this porti-

on fubfeq xnt fliall prove.

' Letter.

^Vpcrflusus andfoolifh it (hall appear to mmy , 7hat I, a r»an of low e/late and

l^ condition^ dare enterprifc to admonifh a Princeffifo horiottrahle, indued with

wfedom, and graces ftngular. But when I confider the honour which Cod com- Exoiao,
mandethtehc giventoMigifirates, which no doubt {if it be true honour) contai- ^°"^-^i'

veth in it felf in lawfull things, obedience, and tn all things y love and reverence, ' '

*'

When funher I confider the tronblefome ftate of Chrifts true Religion^ this day

oppr£(fcdbyblindnt(fc of men-^ andlafili. The great multitude offlatterers, and
the rare-nurnber of them that boldly andplainly, dare (j>eak the naked verity in

frefence of their Prince(fe, and principally in the caufe of Chrijl J-efm : Theft

things I fiy, confidered, whatfoever any manj}yalljudgeofmy interprife, I am
compelled to fay , That

Unle(fe in your Regiment^ and in ufngof Power
^
your Maje/ly befound diffe- TliefitSpro-

rent from the multitude of Princes, and head Rulers , That thispre- eminence P""o"'

wherein ye are placed, ^laJl be your dejeBion to torment, and pain evcrlajling. This

propofition is fore, but tfLu it isfo true , That if I [Jjould conceal and hide itfrom
your LMajeJly, I committed no leffe treafon againjlyour Majeflie^ then if J did fee

Tyy yoit
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Anno ''"'"' ^^ imprtdencj take a Cup which I knexv to hepojfoned^ or invenomed^ and -jit

^^^. would not a.dmenijh yon to abfiainfrom drinking of the fame.

Tf»s fecond The Religion rvhieh this day men defend by fire andfrvord^ is a Cup invenomed,

propofition. ef rvhieh rvhofoever drinketh, (except that by true repentance^ he after drink of

Apoc^i4.8ci .
thervatcrof life) drinketh therewith damnation and death.

How, and by whom it hath been invenomed • // it were no more tedioM to year

Uajeflie to read or htar^ then it is painfull to me to write or rehearfe, I rvotdd not

(pare the labour. But for thisprefent^ I have thought it fame i^^'[charge of one part

of my duty , if I-, of very love, admonifJiyoiir CMajefly of the danger 5 which I

do^as God one day p)all declare, preferringyour Majefiies falvation, andthefal-

Vation of the People (now committed toyour charge ) before any corporall benefit^

that can redound to myfelf.

A;
Addition.

S Satan by craft hath corrupted themoflholy Ordinances of Gods
.precepts, I mean of the firfl table, in the place of the fpiritnall ho-

nouring of God, introducing mens dreams, inventions, and fantafies. So

^ hath he, abufing the weakncffe of man, corrupted the precepts of the (c-"
cond table, Touching the honour which is due to Parents, under whom
are comprehended Princes and Teachers. For now the devill hathfo

blinded the fenfes of many, that they eannot, or at leaft, will not learn

iiote. what appertaineth to God, and what to Caefar. But becaufe the fpirit of

Cod hath faid, honour the King 5 therefore, whatfoever they command,
be it right or wrong,muft be obeyed.But heavy fliall the judgement be,w<='»

fhall apprehend fuch blafphemers of Gods Majefty, who dare be fo bold

as to affirm , That God hath cpmmanded any Creature to be obeyed a-

Take heedof gainft himfelf. Againft God it is. That for the commandment of any
uniawfullobe- princc, be he never fo potent, men (hill commit Idolatry, embrace a Re-
lence.

ligion which God hath notapprovedby his Word, or confirm by their

filencc, wicked and blafphemous Laws, made againft the honour of his

Majefty. Men I fay, that fo do, give no true obedience , but as they arc

Apoftatcsfrom God, foare they Traytors to their Princes , whom by
flattery they confirm in rebelling againft God ; onely, they which to the

death refift fuch wicked laws and decrees, are acceptable to God, and
Dan- ?• faithfull to their Princes. As were the three children in the prefence of
^*"* ' Nabiichadne'^r, and Banicl in the dayes of Darius fthe Perfan Emperour)

whofe conftant and free confcffion, as it glorified God, fo did it notifie as

well to thofe tyrants, as to all ages following the great blifphemy,which
in their rage and fury they committed againft God, from the which (bj/

all appearance ) neither of both fo fuddenly fhould have been callcd>» if

the three children had bowed among the reft, and Daniel had not declared

the confeffion of his faith x, Which was, with Windows open to pray to-

wards.^erufalem, manifeftly thereby declaring. That he did not confent td

the blafphemous law, and decree, ww:h was eftablifiied by the King and
hisCounfell. Experience hath taught us what furmifes and blafphemies
the adverfaries of Chriftjefus, of his eternall verity, do invent and de-

vife againft fuch as begin to dcted: their impiety. They are accufed to be
Authors of fcdicion, raifcrs of tumults, violators of common orders, 8cc

I anfwc
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^^

-^

I anfwer with the Prophet £/"4y , That all is not reputed before G^d Annn
fedition and conjuration , which the foohHi mulcitiide fo c/leemcth •, fic^-

-^""^
ther yet is every tumult and breach ofpubhJce order , contrary to Gods l--<''"v*'^'

commandment^for Chriftjefus himfelfcoming to taJie the fpoil from the ^"f^^
ftrong amied , who before did keepc liis houfe in quietnefle, is not/^*'^"*"
come to fend Peace, but a Sword , and to make a mandifaffent from his

Father, &c. His Prophets before him, andApoftles after him, feared

not to break pubhke Orders, cftabUfliedagainn: God, and in fo doin^-

to move (i's it were) the one iialf ofpeoples, nations, and cities againft tlic

other •, and yet \ truft that none, except the hired fervant of Sathan, will
accufeChrillof fedition, nor the ApofHcs ofthe troubling of Common Afl.i^,

wealths. True it is, that the raoft wholefome Medicine moft troubleth
(for atime)the body repleniflied with wicked and corrupted huraours,but
the caufc hereof is known to be , not in the Medicine

_, but in the Bodie
fubjeiftto Maladie ^ evm fo the true Word ofGod , when it cntrcth to •^'"^*

fight where Sathan hath born dominion, (asheftill doth in the whole
Papiftrie ) cannot but appear to be occafion ofgreat trouble. But Ma- ^^
dame, more profitable it is, that the peftilent humours be expelled with ^
pain , then that they be nouriflied , to the diftrudion of xhe body. The The Papifti-

Papifficall Religion is a raortallpeflilencc, which fhall aflurcdly bring "I'R-ei'R'on

to death eternall the bodies and fouls , from the which it is not purged in
1'"°"*" ^°"

thishfe-, and therefore take heed betimes, God calleth upon you,beware
that ye (hut not up your ears : Judge not the matter after the vilcnefTe of

my body, whom God hath appointed Ambaffadour and McfTenger unto
you, but with reverence and fearconfider him whofc Meflage I bear.

I come to you in the name ofthe Eternall God , and of Chrift Jefus his

Son , to whom the Father hath cornmitted all power , whom he hath
eftabliflied Soveraign Judge overall flefli, before whofe Throne you muft
makeaccompt with what reverence you hear fuch as he fendeth. It (hall

not excufc you to fay or think. That you doubt whether I be fent of God
or no i

I crie unto you. That the Religion which the Princes and blinded T''^ AJmoni-

Papifts maintain with fire and fword, is not the Religion of Chrift; That
''°"'

your proud Prelates are none of ChriflsBifhops-, ladmonidi you, That
ChriftsFlockisopprcffedby them, and therefore I require, and that

yet again in the name ofthe Lord Jefus , That with indiffcrency I may ba
heard to preach, to reafon , andtodifpute in that Caufe-, which if you
deny, you declare your felfto bear no reverence to Chrift» nor love to his

true Religion.

Letter.

i
But yeu think ( peradventure ) That the care ofReligion is not committed to Ma- .

^0rates,hut to the Bijhops andJim Ecclefi^tcall, as they term if. ^«f Ob^Son.*'*
deceive rtet your felf, for the negligence cfBiflyops jhall no leffe he required ofthz_j

hands ofthe fJii^giflrates , thenjhall the oppefjon effalfe fudges. 5 for they injtijf-

Ijpromote, fofier and maintain the one and the ether : The falfe and corrupt ^udge
toj^oil the Goods, and to oppre(fe thehodtesefthe fimple , but the proud Prelates do

Kings maintain to mtrther the fouls, for the which the blood ofchrifl Jeftts teat

Yyy 2
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Anno i'^^^ ^ "^^ ^^'"^ '^^^ ^^ '''''^'''' ^^ i^'^^^^oW'ng from them the true Word eflife , o^

.^^^~^ , elfe by cmfmz J feflilem DoBrme tn be taught unto them
, fuch as new is tattgh in

the F.
If

ifticall churches. I know th it you wonder ^ how that the Religion which is

Gen 6 univer[ally received, CM he fo damnable , and corrupted : But ifyoiiconfider , That

ever from the beginning^the multitude h.tth declinedfrom God (yea, even in the

rfjl 14.
-people , to whom he[puke byhk Law and Prophets) ifye flull confider the complaint

pfal I "f^^^ ^"h G^^fl-) eompLvning^ that Nations, People^ Princes and Kings ofthe earth

Aa.4- have raged^mnde Confpiracies, and holdenCounceU againfl the Lord, and againji

his AnnointedChriJl fefus; further ^ ifyeJhall confider the quefion which ^efuf

Li-k 13. himfelf doth move in thcfe words^ WIkd the Sonne of Man ftiall come, (hall

he findc faith on the earth •: And bfiij, ifyour L7Aajeftiefl}all confider the m*-

nifefi contempt fifGod, and of all his holy Precepts^ which this day reigne without

Hofea 4. punifhmrnt , upon thef<!ce ofthe whole earth -, for as Hofca complaineth , There is

no verity , There is no mercy , There is ko truth this day among men^ but lies , perju-

ry ^ and opprefion overflow all , and blood toucheth blood
-^ that is ^ Every iniquitie

ujoynedto another : Ifdeeply ( Ifay ) your Majefiie will contemplate the univerfaS.

corruption thJt this day reigneth in alljlates^ then jhall yeitr Majestie ceafe to wonder,

l*iatth 20. ilj^if Yfianij are called , and fw chofen ; and you jh-dl begin to tremble andfear tofol-

a^Thcfri. lew the multitude to perdhion: The univerfill dcfectinn ^ whereofSaint '?i\A doth

frophtfie , is eafie te be cfpied , as well in nligion as in manners. The corruption of
Note, life is evident^ and Religion is not judged', nor meafured by the plain Word of God^

but by cujfome, confuetade, tvilL confent, and determinations of men. Butjhall he

who hathpronounced all cogitations.ofmans heart to be vain at all times , accept the

comfels and confents ofmen^ fir a Religion pleafi-g and acceptable before him i Let

notyour MaieftIe be deceived , God cannot lie, God cannot deny himfelf, he hath wit~

Deu.4. and li neffedfrom the beginning , That no religionpleafcth him , except that which he by

hii own Word hath commandedand eflabiijlKd t The verttte it felfe pronounceth this

Maitha y. fentence -, In vain do they worjlip me^ teaching doctrines theprecepts ofmen. Andal-

Jo^Allplantation, which my Heavenly father hath not planted, fliallbe rooted out. Be-

fore the commingofhiswelbelovedSonneinthefltfh , feverely hepunifhed all fuch,

_ j^ as durflenierprife to alter or cha-'/ge his Ceremonies and Statutes, *stnSzw\,\Xzz\'

2 v^'ll.
'^

ah, Nadab, Abihu, is to be read : ^^ndwill he now , after that he hath opened

Levir.io, hiscounfelltotheworldbyhisonelySon^ whom he commandethtobeheard, andaf-

Aa\ *r,& ^^^ ^^^fh ^'^ ^"h Spi^'^-i ffeaking in his Apofiles, he hath efiabliflnd the Religion

^

I Cor. 1 1.
*

in which he would have his true werjhippers to abide unto the end, will he^now (I (ay)

Col. 2. armt mens inventions in the matter of Rl/gion which he reputedfor damnable Ido-

latry i Ifmen and Angels would affirm , That he will or may do it , his cwn verity

-J
fhall convince them ofa lie; for thisfentence he pronounceth ^ Not that which

enr.4. 12.
j-ggjj^gjj^ gQQ^ -jj j,j^y eyes, {halt thou do to the Lord thy God , but that

which the Lord thy God hath commandcth thee, that d© thou i addc no-

thing unto it, detninifh nothing from it. Which, fealing up his New Tefia-

Apoc.i. ment, he repeateth in thefe words. That which ye have , hold till I ceme, See.

And therefore yet againe, it repenteth me net to fay^ That in this point, which is chief

andprincipall^your Majeftymufl difa^entfrom the multitude ofRulers , or elfe yott

canpoffeffe no portion mth Chrift ^eftuin his Kingdom andglory.

Addition

A- tm
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Anno

KNowing by whaccrafc Sathan laboureth continually to keep the

world in blind ncfTe , I added thefe two former points , to wic. That

y e fliould not think your fclf free from the Reformation of Religion , be-

caufe ye have Bifhops within your Realm,neithcr yet chat ye fhoiild judge

that Religion moft perfedt , which the multitude by wrong cuftome have
embraced. In thefe two points doth Sathan bufily labour-, Firft, That no

^p^
^' ^

civill Magiftrate prcfume to take cognifance in the caufe of Religion , for Sathan.

that muft be deferred to the determinations oi the Church. Secondly,

That impoflibleitis, that that Religion fhould be falfe, which folong
time( fo many Counccls, and fo great a mu'titude of men, fo divers Nati-

ons have all®wed, auttiorifed and confirmed. What IS the duty of Magi-
3"''p.i!ifticlu

flrates, and what power the people hath in fuch cafes granted by God,my Religion.

purpofeistowritcinafevcrall Letter to the Nobility and States of the

Realm ^ and therefore to avoid tedioufneflfe and repetition ofone thing, I

now fupcrfcde. And as touching the fccond, ifye rightly confider the re-
^

ftimonics of Scriptures, which I have before alleadgcd , I truft ye flull

findc that Objedion fufficiently anfwered •, for, ifthe opinion of the mul-
titude ought alwaycs to be preferred, then did God injury to the origi-^

nail World , for they were all ofone minde, to wit, conjured againff God
(except iV<?4^ and his fimilie.) And if antiquity of time fh.ill be confide-
red in fuch cafes, then fliall not onely the Idolatrie of the GentUes , but al- ,f

fo the falfe Religion o'cMahemet be preferred to the P.ipiftrie-,for both the
one and the other is more ancient then is the Papifticall religion- yea, jj
Mahomet had eftabliilied his Alcoram, before any Pope in Rome was crown- 4P
ed with a Triple Crown. But as touching antiquitie , I am content with
Tei-tu/l/anio fay , Let that be the moft pure and pcrfed: Religion , which TeriHl. InAid.

fhall be proved moft ancient •, for this is a chief point, wherein I will joya
with all the Papifts on the earth, That their Religion (fuch as it i. this

day) is not of fuch antiquitie , as is that which we contend to be the true

and onely Religion, acceptable before God-, neither yet that their Church
is the Catholike Church, but that it is oflate dayes in refped of Chrifts
Inftitution, crept in and dcvifed by man, and therefore am bold to aflirme

itodiousandabominablc-, for this is our chief Propofition, That in the
""

Religion ofGod, his own Word ought onely to be confidered
-, That no Spofuion.

Authority ofmanarAngcll ought in that cafe to be refpeded. And as for
their Councels, when the matter fhall come to triall , it ihall be eafily Teen
for whom the moft godly and moft ancient Councels fliall moft plainly
fpeak. I will prove by a Councell, That of more authority is the fentence m„

%
ofone man (founded upon tlic fimple Truth of God ) then is the determi-
nation of the whole Councell without the affurance ofthe Word^ But that
all their determinations, which we oppugnc, are not onely maintained
•without an affurance ofScripturcs.but alfo are eftabliflied againft the truth

'

of the fame •, yea, and for the moft part againft the Decrees ofthe former
Councels, I offer my felfevidently to prove. But now to the reft of the
former Letter. .

Yyys
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Anno
Letter.

A/
N Oratour and Gods Meffengcr alfo might juBly require ofyou now (^y G»ds

handpromoted to high dignity) A motherly pttieiifonyottr ftthjeBs^ Ajnjlice

fffjlcxihle tok ufed agaitjji 'mirtherers afjd common cpprejfofirs , A heart void of
avarice andpartiality , A minde (ludious and carefull for maintenance of that

Realm and Common-wealth (above whom God hath placed you) and by it hath
Thedirie of made you honourable^ with the reft of venues ^ which not onelj Gods Scriptures^
i-aag.uriterj.

^^^ ^y^ Writers ( illuminated enely with the light ofNature ) require in Gods Ru-

lers. But vain it is to crave reformation ofmanners , where Religion is corrupt-

ed
; for like as a man cannot do the office ofa man , till frji he have a Seeing and

The Spirit of life , foto work works pleafant in the fight of God the Father , can no man do with-
God abideth

^^^^ ^jj^ Spirit of fefm Chrifl , yvhich doth not abide in the hearts ofidolaters : And

huis"^
°" therefore the mo/} godly Princes ] fiah, Hczckiah , and Jchofaphat , feeking

J. Rfg,i 5. Godsfavour to refl upon thttn and upon their people , before all things , began to

* „
*''

' ^ reform the Religion ; for it k as the fiomack within the body , which , // it be cer-

2pTr,54' rupted, of ncccj^itie it infecleih the whole body : And therefore (often I repeate

4 Keg 18. that, which to be done is moji nece(fary ) if your Majeflie pretend to reign with
a parig.jo,

^y-j^ ^.^fif^ ^ Thenit behovcthyouto take care ofhis true Religion, which tlm
Tlic (ccond day within your Realm is fa deformed , that no part of Chrijls Ordinances re-
ptopoficion.

fnain in theirfrffrength , andoriginatlpuritie; which ( I praife God) to me

is leffe difficile to prove then dangerous to Jpeak : And yet neither the one nor the

other Ifear, partly becaufe the love efeternall life quencheth the terrour of temperaH

death, andparth becaufe I would with Saint Paul, wifh my felf accurfed from

Chrift ( as touching earthly pleaftire ) for thefalvation ofmy brethren , andillu'

mination ofyour Majeflie ; which thing,Work,a»d very deed, and not bare writings

fhall witmffe and declare , if I may purohafe the liberty of tongue , but feurty

dayesonely.

Addition.

THe wife and facundx>fwflmm^ had fometimes a familiar fcntcnce,

thatjHoneft it was to commend fuch works as were worthy ofpraife,

but to praife things that were wicked, could not proceed but from ade-

K'mh.caiift.
ceivable minde

-,
and TAr-w//?/*!? aPhilofopherof greatfame, feeing the

Hilior. Ecdcf. Hall of ^ovinian the Romane Emperour replcniflied with flatterers , faid,
Lifr lo.Mp. 41. oftheir manners it may be efpied, that more they worlhip the Scepter

and the purple, then God-, fignifying that they little regarded whe-
ther the Emperour were godly or un^dly , fo that they might re-

tain themfelves in favour with him. Albeit that thofe were Ethnicks,

and neither had the knowledge ofGod , as we pretend, neither had given

fo plain a confeffion to declare themfelves enemies ta'all iniquity (as we
have done by Baptifme, and by our whole profefTlon of Chriftianity) yet

do their words condemne no fmall number ofus, and chiefly fuch as be

converfant with Princes -, for who in thefe miferable daycs judgcth him-

fclf to have offended , albeit he praife , allow and maintain, whatfocvcr

the Princes and upper powers devifc : yea , although it bee to op-

prefTc

Note.
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prefre,and to fpoil the poor, to pull from them their very skins, and as the Anno
Prophet fayeth , To break their bones, and to cut them in pieces, as flefh /<^r^^ t

for the Caldron or Pot. Yet I fay. That the Princes fliall not lack Judges Mi h jV^
tocry, Itis right, It is for the Common- wealth , for defence of- the ^ote.

Realm, and eafe of the SubjeAs •, fo that the ftate of times is even now
fuch, as when the Prophet complained, faying : The Princes ask,aiid the

Judge is ready to give, not his own, but the life and blood of the poor.

How foon a great man hath fpoken the corruption of his minde, he hath
his flatterers ready to applaud and confirm whatfoever he fj-)eaketh. And
let the Princes be of what Religion they pleafc, that is all one to the moft
part of men • fo that with abnegation of God, of his honour, and Reli-

gion, they may retain the friendfliip of the Court. But alas, how mife- ^''"-'ff ' are a

rable be Princes that fo are abufed, and howcontagcous a peftilcncc be flXnccr*^
'^*

fuch flatterers to Common-Wealths, Empires, and Realms, God hath

declared even from the beginning, to paint out the mifchief, which from
them proceedeth to fuch as give ear unto them. The ancient Writers
comparethemto Harlots, to Ravens, and to mofl ravenous Beaffs, and
not without caufe. For as Harlots can never abide,that their lovers fliould

return to repentance and foberneffe of minde, fo cannot flatterers fuffain,

thatfuchasthey deceive, fhall come to right judgement. And as Ravens
pike out the eyes of dead carions,and as ravenous Beafts devour the fime,

fo do flatterers (being more cruell) pike at the eyes of living men, and
blinding the eyes of their underftanding, and judgement, do expofe them '

to be devoured in body and foul, to Satan. This we have by prophane
Writers onely, but the holy Spirit tcachcth us this infdlible Trueth,Thac

where iniquitie reigrreth in a Common-wealth, and none is found boldly

and openly to reprehend the fame , that there fhall fudden vengeance and
deflrudion follow . Por thus it is written and pronounced by the Prophet

Ezekiel. Shalt thou not judge the Citie of ilood ^ which hath made Idols? Ezck.za.

whofe RulersJhcd blood to the Httermoji of theirpower ? They h.tve de(pifed my
holy things, they ha've devifed iniijuitie, and have performed the fame. The

^onjftratio/t of Prophets, hathgatheredup the riches, and whatfoever is prec'om

within the fame. The Priefls violently have torn and rent my Law. Thepeople of
\he Land hath wrought deceitfully. They have ofpreffed thep9or, and have done

violence n thegranger without judgement .^ and 1 have (ought of them a man to NctCi.

repair the hedge^and to (land in thegap before me, hut I have found nom. There-

fore have I poured forth my wrath upon them, and in thefire of my hote dijplea-

fure, I have confumed them. Advert Madam, for thefe are not the words
of mortall man, but of the eternaH'God, and were not fpoken againfl

ferufalem onely, but againfl every Realm and Nation, that fo offendeth..

rhe fins that here be named , are Idolatry in all, avarice and crueltie in

he Princes and Rulers,conjuration of the Prophets to defend the wicked,

leceit, fraud, and violence in the common people ^ and finally, an iini-

-erfall fi'ence of all men,none being found to reprehend thefe enormities.

Vould to God that I might withfafetie of confcienceexcufe you, your

Dounfell, and the Idolaters of that Realm from any of thefe crimes a-

orenamcd. The Idolatry which is committed, is more evident then

hat it can be denycd, the avarice and crueltie as well of your felf, as of

fuch
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Anno fuch as be in authority, may be known by the fadts •, For fame carrieth
Xinnu

(lie yoices of the poor (opprefTed by intolerable taxes) notonely to us
^^^'^'^^

here, in a ftrangc Country •, but I am affured, to the ears of the God of

hoftes. The confpiracy and conjuration of your falfc Prophets is known

to the world, and yet is none found fo faithfull to God, nor mercifull to

yourMajeftie, that freely will and dare admonifh you to repent beford

that God rife himfelf in judgement. When I name repentance , I mean

no outward (hew of holinelTe, which commonly is found in Hypocrites,

but I mean a true convcrfionto the Lord God from your whole heart,

with a damning of all fuperftition and idolatry. In which ye have been

nourifhedjwhich with your prefence ye have decored, and to your power

\
maintained and defended. UnlefTe I fay, that this poyfon be purged from

your heart, (be your outward life. never fo gliftcring before the world)

yet in the prefence of God, it is but abominable. Yea further, I fay.

Idolatry is that where this venome of the Serpent (idolatry I mean) lurketh in the
mochcrtaall

^eart, it is impofliblc, but that at onetime or other, it fhall produce

peftilent fruits ; albeit peradventure not openly before naen, yet before

God no lelTe odious, then the faifts of Murtherers, Publicancs, and Har-

lots •, and therefore in my former Letter, I faid, that fuperfluous it was
to require Reformation of manners, where the Religion is corrupted.

Which yet again I repeat to the end, that your Majeflie more deeply

may weigh the matter. But now to the rcfl of the fame my former

Letter.

Vice

I,

Letter.

Am not ignoram how dangerom a thing itappeareth to the natural!man, rt

.innovate any thing inmatters of Religion-., and partly Iconfider, That your

power ^Madam is not fofree, as apublike Reformation perchance would require.

But if yonr Majeflie Jhall conftder the danger and damnation perpetual!, which in-

M«th i. evitahle hangeth upon all maintainers of a falfe Religion , then fhall the greatefi

j^g. it.
danger eaftlj devour and[wallow up the [mailer . If you fl}al! confiders, That>eithef

ye mujlferve God to life everUjting, or el[e [erve the World to death anddamna-
Johni/. tien ^ then alheit^ that man and angel fhotdddijfwadeyoUy ye will cho[e life and

refufe death, t^nd if further ye jhal! conftder^ that the very life conjijieth in

the knowledge of the onely true God, and of his Son Chriji ^eftts, and that trm
knowledge hath annexed with it y Gods true worfhip and honour, which requireth

a tefiimony of his own Will, expreffed hy his Word^ That fuch honour dothpleafe

kim^ if ytu do earneftly meditate theje things aforefaid; then albeit ye cannot do

[uddenly whatye would, yet jhallje not ceafe to do what ye may. Tour CMajefiti
irek, J4. cannot haft ly abol/jh Superfiitien, and remove from offices unprofitable PaflourSf

of whom fpeaketh Ezekiel the Prophet^ which to a publike Reformation, is requi^

file and neceffary. But if the :^eal of Gods glory befervent inyour Majeflies heart,

ye will not by wicked Laws maintain idolatry^ neither will ye [nffer thefury of
Bijhops to murther and devour the poor Members of Chrifls body, as in times

paH they have been accufiowtd', which thing, if either by blind ignoranceye do.^

or
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to the Queen 'Regent of Scotland.

er yet forfkafure of others vfithtn this Realm, permit tt he done, then except yon Anrin
^eedtly repent^ ye andyBtirpofleritie (hall fuddertl)feel the deprefm^ hand of him^

„^-»/-v s

who hath exalted you. te (hall be compelled, mil ye ornot, to know that hi is NocTchis^
eternally againjl whom ye addreffe the Battell, and that it is he, that mod<:rateth "*«• time.

the times^ and dijpofeth Kingdoms^ ejeBingfrom authoritie fuch as he inobedient^
Darnel ».

and placing others according to his good pleafttre : That it is hethat glorifieth xReg i.

them, that doglorife hirn^ andpowreth forth contemft upon Pfinces that rebdl JoIj i i.

a^fi bU graces offered. P^'J^.^"/.

K^ddition.

IN writjng of this parcell , as I remembred the impediments which
might call you back from God, and from his true obedience- fo did

I confider what occafion you had to tremble and to fear before his

Majeftie, andtoundergo the lofTc of all the worldly glory, forthepro-

tnotingof the glory of God. I do confider, that your power is but

borrowed, extraordinary, and unftable , for you have it but by permifli-

cn of others. And feldom it is, that women do long raign with fclici- Kite.

tie and joy. Your moft efpeciall friends moreover, bhnded by the vani-

tie of this World 5 yea, being drunken with the Cup of i\izx. Roman
Harlot, are mortal! enemies to Chrift Jefus, and to his true Religion.

Thefe things may eafily abafli the mindeof a Woman not confirmed
by grace •, But yet, if you will a little confiddr with me the ciufes why

,

that ye ought to hazard all for the glory of God in this behalf, the

former terrours fhall fuddenly vanifh. I do not efteem that thing

greateft , which peradventurc fomc others do : to wit , That if ye
(hall enterprife to innovate any thing in matters of Religion, that then

ye fhall lofe your Authoritie , and alfo the favours of your carnall

friends.

I look further, to wit, Tothe/udgcmcntsof God, who hath begun
already to declare himfelf angry with you, with your Seed, and Pofte-

ritie-, yea, with the whole Realm, above which it fliould have ruled.

Impute not to fortune, that firft your two fons were fuddenly taken

from you, within the fpace of fix houres, and after your Husband, rafc

as it were , by violence, from life and honour -, the memoriall of his

name , fucceflion , and royall dignitie , pcrifhing with himfelf. For Hon,
albeit, the ufurped abufe, or rather tyranny of fome Realms, have

permitted Women to fuCceed to the honour of their Fadiers
^

yet muft

their glory be transferred to the houfe of a ftranger. And fo I fay

,

That with himfelf was buried, his name, fucceflion, and royall dig-

nitie, as he himfelf did apprehend in dying j And in this. If yeefpy

not the anger and hot difpleafure of G od (threatning you and the

tcfl of your Pofleritie with the fame plague) ye are more obflinate, then

I would wifh you to be. I would ye ihould ponder and co.ifider, ^iott.

deeply with your felf. That God ufcthnotto punifh Realms and Na-
tions with fuch rare plagues without great caufe ; neither ufeth he to

rcftorc
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A reftorc to honours and glory, the houfe which he beginneth once t(
yinilU

jjgjg^^ jiu repentance of the former crimes be found •, you may per
,
t-O.'"^^

chance, doubtwhat crimes fliould have been in your Husband, you, o

the Realm , for the which God fliould fo grievoufly have punifli

ed you.

I anfwer. The maintenance, and defence of mofl: horrible Idola

try , with the fhedding of the blood of the Saints of God ^ whc

laboured to notifie and rebuke the fime. This I (ay, (other iniquitie:

omitted) isfuchacrime before the eyes of his Majeftie, That for thi

fame, he hath poured forth his extreme vcngenance upon Kings , anc

upon their Pofteritic , depriving them from honours and dignitie fo

ever ; As bytheHiftories of the Books of the Kings ismoft evident.

To Jeroboam it is fiid , Becaufe I have exalted thee from the midjl of th

feople , and have made thee Frince over my people Ifratl , / have rent th

Kingdom from theheufeof David, for Idolatry alfo, and have given it iml

1 Reg. 1 4 thee^ hut thou haii not ken asDzvid my fervant ^ (JTC. But thou hafi don

wickedly above all that have gone before thee •, For thou hafi made to thee , othei

gods , and molten images , toprovoke me , and hafi calf me 6ehinde thy back

Therefore [hall I bring affliHion upon thehoufecf Jeroboam, andljljallde-

Jiroy to Jeroboam , all that p'Jffth againft the Wall {ftgnifying thereby th

Male children ) andJhall caftforth the Pofieritie of Jcioboam, as dmg is caj,

forth^ till it be confumed.

This fentence was not onely executed againft this Idolater, but alfc

againftthereft of Idolaters in that Realm, as they fucceeded one aftei

another, for to Paafa^ whom God ufed as an Inftrument to root oui

1 Reg. i(. the feetj of Jeroboam , it israid : Becaufe thou hafi walked in the way of Jero-

boam, And haft caufed my people to fin ^ that thou flwuldcfl provoke me tntheit

fms -^ therefore (hall I cut down the pofleritieofB^Lzi^A, and thepoBerity of hi-,

houfe^ and (hall make thy honfe as the heufe of Jeroboam. He that (])all die ti

B3.2ifa.in the City, himjhall dogs eat , and he thatjhall die in the field., himflml,
iR.cg.i6. thefowls devour : Of the fame Cup, and for the fame caufe, drank Eh

iRel.1'7. zndf^chab., yea, andthePofterity of ^ehu,. following the footflepsoi

their forefathers.

By thefe examples, you may evidently efpy. That Idolatry is the

caufe, why God deftroyeth the pofleritie of Princes «, not onely of thofe

that firft invent abominations, butalfoof fuchas follow and defend the

fame. Confider Madame , That God hath begun very fliarply with

you, taking from you, as it were together, two children and a husband;
He hath begun I fay, to declare himfelf angry, beware that you pro-

voke not the eyes of his Majcfty •, It will not be the haughty looks oi

the proud , the ftrength of your friends , nor multitude of men that

can juftific your caufe in his prefence ^ If you prefumc to rebell againft

him (and againft him you rebell) if you deny my moft humble rcqucft

which I make in his Name, and it is this: With the hazard of mine

^»fmv:m»^ own life, I offer to prove. That Religion which now you maintain,

to be falfe , deceiveable, and abomination before God •, And that

I (hall do by moft evident teftimonies of his blefted, holy, and infal-

lible Word : If this, I fay, you deny, (rebelling againfl God) The
favour
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WoLirof your friends, Hiall little avail you, when he Hiall declare him- Anno
^clf enemy to you. Which aifure your fe!f, he will fhortly do, if you be-

(^jv^* j
gin to difplay the banner of your malice againft him. Let not the pro- AA^wf.
fperity of others, bethcy Princes, Queens, Kings, or Emperours, boldcn P'.'^'p"''y for

you to contemn God, and his loving Admonition. Theydiall drink the no'tTer"""'*
Cup of his wrath, every one in their rank, as he hatii appointed them. Buod.

No Rcalme in theie quarters (except it, that next lieth to you) hath hefo ^°/^"''"''

manifeftly ftricken with his terrible rod, as he hath done you, and your cc[fr,''(^griV-

Realme^ And therefore, it becometh you firfl toftoup, except that you "^"^p'agned

will have the thrcatnings pronounced by lfa:a/nhe Prophet, ratified unto ^' ^'^"''»"«^'

you. To wit, That your fudden deftruftion be as the rotten Wall, and
your breaking, as the breaking of a Potdierd, which is broken wichouc
pitty - fo that no portion of it can be found able cither to carry fire or"'''*^**

water. Whereby the Prophet doth fignifie, Thatthcproud contemners
of God, and of his Admonitions, fliall fo perifli from all honours • That
t"heyf]i:ill have nothing worthy of memoriall behinde them in the Earth.

Yea, If they do leave any thing, as it fliall be unprofitable, fo fliall itbc^^"'-^^*

in execration and hatred to the elcdof God; and therefore, Thus pro- ifa" ^•

ceedeth my former Letter.

Letter.

HOrv dayigerotfi fnc-jcr ^ it;[}ul[appear tethcflefJj^ t0 obe)God and to make
rvarre againft the divell, the prince of darknefj'e, pride, and [uper(lition',

yet if yottr Majejfy look to have your fclf, andfeed to continue in honour, ivorldly,

andeverlafiini^^ jub-jeci your felf betimes, under the hand of him, that ii omni-

potent. Embrace his Will, dcjfife not his Tcftament, refufe not his Graces offered.
E'«f>of"tw»

when -he calleth upon pn, withdrarv not your ear -, Be not led away with the van
opinion, that your Church cannot erre. Be ye moft affuredly perfwaded , Thatfo

farre as in life, ye fee thcm-degenerate from Chrijts true t^pojlles, fo in Religion

are they further corrupted. La-ithe Book of God.before your eyes, and let it be^°^-^'

jndgetothat, which Ifay. Which if je, with fear^andrcverenee, obey, asdidiViti^.

Jofias the admonitions of the Froph'teffe, then fljall he (by tx'hom Kini^s do
^^^"•'^

reign) crown your Battell with double benediction, and rewardpu with \vifedome,

riches, glory, honour, and long life in this Regiment tcmporall, and with life

everlafling , whenthe King of kings (whofe Members now do cry for your help)

the Lord f-eftis (hall appear injudgement , accompanied with his Angels , before

whom yee fJja'lm ike accompt of yourprefent Regiment , when the proud and d;f-

obedientjlullcry: Mountains fall upon us, and hide us from the face of
the Lord. But then itJ})all be too late, becaufe they contemned his voice, rvhe/t

he lovingly called.

God the Father of our Lord ^efus Chrijl , by the power of his holy Spirit,

move your heart fote confider , and accept the things thatbefaid. That they bt

fJotaTcflimony of your jtijl condemnation in that great day of the LordJeftai^

to whofe omnipotent Spirit^ lunfaincdly commit your (JlUjeJlus,

Tzz Addition,

.1.
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w;"Hen ^ertmhh the Prophet , at the Commandment of God , had
written the Sermons, threatnings,and plagues, which he had fpo-

Jctem. 16. ken againft l{rAel and ^tidih, and had commanded them to be read by Bi'

r«ir/^ his Scribe, becaufe himfelf wascxcommiii.icated,andforlMdden to

enter into the Temple ; by the providence of God it came to palTc, That
'

(jMicha;ah th^ {on oi Gemariah , hearing the faid Sermons, palfcd to the

Kings Hoiife, and did communicate the matter with the reft of the Prin-

ces ^ who alio, after they had read the fame Volume of Jeremiah his

Preaching'5, did not conceal the truth from ^ehoiakim , who then did

raigne in ^erufalem. But the proud and defperate Prince commanding the

Book to be read inhis prcfence, before he had heard three or four leaves

of the fame, did cut it, and caft it into the fire, notwithftanding th^c

fome of the Princes (I think not all) made requeft in the contrary. But

the Proplvt was charged by God to write agnin, and to fay to ^choiikim^

Thits fdith the Lord, Thou haft btirM this Book , f'tyin^-, Whj haft thou written

in it according; to thisfentence ? J[[uredly the King of Babylon fhiU come , a^d

ftjal! deflroy this land, and fliall make it moid of men andhcafli. Therefore thiu

faith the Lord, of Jchoiakim the King, There [hall not be one left alive to fit in

the Seat ef David : Their carkdfes (hall be caft to the heat of the day^ and to the

froft of the night (whereby the Prophet did fignifie , themoft vile death,

and moft cruell tormci.t) and ift^allviftte the inicjmty of himfelf, and of his

feed and fervants : Jnd Jfh.ill bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of ^e^

riifalem , and upon aU ^ndah , all the calamities which I h ive fpoken ag^'rfft

them : Albeit they would not hear. This is not written , Madame, for that

timeonely, butto affureus, That the like puniflimentabideth the like

contemners, of what ftate , condition, or degree that ever they be. I did

write unto you before, having teftimony of a good confcicnce, That I

did it in the fear of my God, and by the motion of his holy Spirit (for

the requeft of the faithful! brethren, in things lawfull,and appertaining to

Godsglory, I cannot but judge to be the voice of the holy Ghoft.) But

how ye did accept the fame my former writing, I do not otherwife then

by conjediurcsunderftand : whether ye did readeittoihe end, or not, I

am uncertain : One thing I know, That ye did deliver it to one of your

Vrdms^hying, My LordyWi/I ye reade a Pafquill ? As charity perfwadcth

me to interpret things (doubtfully fpoken) in the beftfenfe-, fo my duty

to God (who hath commanded meto flatter no Prince on the earth) com-
pellcth metofay, Thatif no more ye efteem the Admonition of God,
thentheCirdinallsdothefcoffingof Pafquills, that then he fliall fhortly

fe»d you mcffcngcrs with whom ye flviUnotbe able on that manner to

jeft. If my perfon be confit^cred, I grant my thteatnings are no more to

be feared , then be the merry fports which fearfull men do father

upon Ftfquillm in Borne. But, Madame, if ye fliall deeply confider.

That God ufeth men ( yea , and moft commonly , thofe that be
of loweft degree, and moft abjed before the world) to be hisMef-
fengers and Ambafladours , not onely to notifie his will to the fimplc

people,



to the Queen Regent ofScothncl. -^y

but alfo to rebuke the moft proud Tyrants and potent Princes, then will A nnn'
yc not judge the hquor by the outward appearance and nature of the i^^-v^
vciTell. For yc arc not ignorant. That the moft noble Wine is inclofcd

within the Tun made ot Frailc wood, and that the precious oyntmcnt Amosi.

is often kept within the pot made of Clay. If further ye fliall confi'.'er^

that God will do nothing touching the punifiimcnc of Realms and Nati-

ons, which he will not rcveale to his fcrvants the Prophets, whofe
tongues he will compcll to fpeak fomcimes contrary to the appetites and
defircsofthcir own hearts,andwhofc words he will perform, be they

^^'^^"

never fo unapparcnt to the judgement of ment Ifthefe ye do deeply jamcss.
wcigh,tl:en will ye fear the thing, which prefcntly is not fccn. £//V«\vas > Reg'V.

but a man,3S Saint 5^<»/«« doth witncfl'e, like to bis Brethren, and yet at '^S-'*-

his prayer was t^chb the Idolater, and all Ifracl with him punillied
, j^ ,,

three ycares and fix moneths, God (hutting up the heaven, that neither
^'

rain nor dew fell upon the earth the fpace afore written. And in the end.

Cod fo wrought by him, that Bads Pncfts were firft confounded, and af- ^ Rfg ^.

terjuftlypuniflied. And albeit that ^tfal^el fought his blood, and by
oath had determined his death, yet«sfhcwas fruftrarc of her intent, lo

^^'8'^*

could (be not keep her own bones from the dogs,which puni(hrnent,thc

Prophet ( God fo ruling his tongue) had before appointed to that wic-
ked woman. Albeit Madam, that the Mcflcngcrs of God are not fent

thisday with vifiblc miracles, bccaufc they teach none other dodrirc
then thit which is confirmed with miracles from the beginning of the

world: yet will not he (who hath promifed to take charge over his

poor and little flock,to the end ) fuflfc;r the contempt of their EmbafiTage,

cfcape punifhment and vengeance. For the truth it fclf hath faid : Het/ut

heareth you , henrethme, andhethat comcnmthyeu, contimneth me. 1 did not i^i^t lo.

fpeak unto you,Madam,by my former letter,ceither yet do I now as Puf-

qHillfii doth to the Pope, and his carnall Cardinals in the behalf of fucti

as dare not utter their names, but I come in the name of Chrifi Jcfus,

affirming, that the Religion, which ye maintain, is damnable Idolatry

:

the which I oflfer my felf to prove by the moft evident reftimony of
Gods Scriptures. And inthisquarrell Iprefentmy felf ag^inft all the

Papifts in the Rcalm,dcfiring none other Armour but Gods holy Word,
and the liberty ofmy tongue. God move your heart to underftand my
Petition, to know the truch, and unfeinedly to follow the famc,^wt-»^

Revel. Joh.2I.
1 Ant the begiming and the end. I willgive to him that is a th/rf}^ ofthe well of

the iv4tcr oflifefreely . He that cvercomraeth^ [l)ii/l inlnrit all things, and I will bs

his God. and he fhall be my [on. But thefearfull and mbelceving^ and the abomina-

ble^ and murderers,andwhoremongers,andforcercrs, andidolaters^ and all lyers fhall

haie their part in the lake,rvhich btirneth withfre Mnd brimjlone^ which is the je-

cond death

»

ZZ2 2 JOHN
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JESUS CHR 1ST,

In preaching of his Holy Evangell, To the
benevolent Reader, defireth grace and peace,with the

fpirit of" righteous judgement.

^Ondernot ^ Chrijlian Reader^ thdt all mj (liidie andtra-

vcll within the Scrij>turcs ofGod^thefe twenty '<je:rs,I hi'vt

[etforth nothing in expounding am portion of Scripture^

except this oncly rude and ind/gefled Sermen, preached

bj me in the publike audience of the Church tf/' Edin-

burgh, the nineteenth day ofJugu/l, Anno 1565 .That I

did not in writing communicate my judgement upon thci^

Scriptures^ I have ever thought my [elf to have mofl

jujlreafon ; for, confiderinf my fclfrather called ofmy God to injlruHthe igno-

rant^ comfort theforrorvfull, confirm the weak^ and rebuke the proud, by tongues

and lively veyce^ in thefe mofl corrupt dayes, then to cempofe Books for the age to

come
,
feeing that fo much is written ( and by men ofmojlfingular erudition ) and

yet fo little well obferved -^ I decreed to contain my felf within the bounds of that

Vocation, whercunto Ifound my [elfefpecially called. I dare not deny { leji that

in fo doinq^ I flwuld be injurious to the Giver) but that God hath revealed unto me^

fecrets unknown to the world , and alfo that he hath made my tongue a Trumpet to

fo'/ewarn Realms cr Nations,yea^certain great revelations of mutations and chan-

ges, when no fuch things were feared , nor yet was appearing ; a -portion whereof

cannot the world deny
,
{be it never fo blinde ) to he fulflled ^ and the refi

( al.is ) IfearJhallfollow withgreater hajlcj andinmorefull perfe^ton then my

forrowfull
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(orroivfidl heart dcfirctb : Notrvithjlanding tbcfe revelations and afluranceSy 1 did ^ntlO
ever abjluin to ccmmit any thing to renting , contented ondy to have obeyed the

i ^>->,/-^

ch.irge of hintyVjho commanded me to crie. Ifanythenveillaskto what pitrpofe this

emly Sermon is fct forth ^ andgreater matters omitted-^ I anfwer , to let fttch as

Sathanhiithnot altogether blinded fo, upon how fmall occafions , great offence is now

conceived , This Sermon is it , for the which ( from m'j Bed ) I was called before the

Cmncell ^ and afur leng reafoning, I wis by fome for-btddtn to Preach in Edin-

burgh (o long as the King and ^een were in Town -, llfis Sermon is it that fo of-

fendeth fnch as would pleafe Court , and will not appear to be enemies to the Truth,

yet they dare affirm , That I exceeded the hounds ofGods Meffhgcr : I have there-

fore fjithfully committed unto writing whatfoever I could rerMmber might have been

(ifenfive in that Sermon ,'^te the ena , That as well the enemies ofGods truth , a^s the

profi'jfors ofthefame^may either note unto me wherein I have offended , or at the leafi

ceafe to condemn me before they have contffnced -me by Gods manifefl Word, if any

man think it eafic unto me to mitigate by m'j pen the inconfiderate fluirpnefe of m^
Tongue, and fo cannot men freely judge ofthat my Sermon ; / anfwcr^^That lam nei-

ther fo impudent, that I willJlifdie to abufe the world in this great light , neither yet

fo void of the fear cfmj God^ that I will avow a lie in his own prefence ; and no leffc

dolefieem it to be a lie. To deny or conccale that which in his Name I have once pro-

nounced., then to affirm , That God hathffoken, when his Wordaffures me not of tfie

fame -^ for in the publike place I confult not withfe(1} and blood ivhat I f})allpropofe

to the people , but as the Spirit of my God, who hath fent me , and unto whom I muji

anfwer,movethmejfo I fpeak j and when I have oncepronounced threatnings in his

Name ( how unpleajant foever they be to the World ) I dare no more deny them
.f
hen

J dare deny that Cod hath made me his LMe[fenger toforewarn the inebedient oftheir

afptred deflru^ion. At that Sermon were auditors unto me
., not onely profeffors of

the truth , andfuth asfavour we, 6ut rank Papifls, difembling Hypocrites , and no

fmall number of covetous Clawbacks ofthe new Court -, now I will appeal to the con-

fcience ofthem all^ as they will anfwer in theprefence ofthe Elernall Cody that either

they bear me record^ now writing the truth^ or elfe note unto me the fentences offenfive

then by me pronounced, and now omitted in writing; for in Gods prefencelprotejl.

That fofar as memory ivouldferve me, I have tvritten more vehemently then in the

a6iion ifpake andpronounced ^ but efpurpofe I have emittedperfwafons and exhor-

tations which then were made Qu^dam hic dcfunt.

Zzzj A
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^hyi6. i?,i4,i5,i6,&c.

Lord our Godmother lords befides thee have had domimon over M-, ht bj thet

onely will )ve make mention eftky Name.
They are dead, theyJhall net live

-J
they are deceafcd , they Piall not rife-^ there-

fore ha/} thou vifited and dejlroyed them , and made all their memory
to perifb.

Thou hajl increafedthe Nation, Lord, thou haft jncreafed the Nation , thou art

glorified, thou haft removed it farre unto the ends ofthe earth.

Lord, in trouble have they vifitedthee, they powred out a prayer when thy chafien-

ing was upon them. (J-c.

S the cunning Marriner'( being Maftcr ) having his Ship

toffed with a vehement tempeft , and contrary windes,

is compelled oft to traverfe, left that eithei' by too

much redding to the violence of the Waves , his Vef-

fell might be over whelmed • or by too much libertte

granted, to be carried whither the fury ofthe tenhpeft

would, his Ship fliould be driven upon the fliore , and

fomake fliipwrack-, even fo doth our Prophet Ifaiah

in this Text, which now you have heard read •, for he forefeeing the great

defolation that was decreed in the Councell ofthe Eternall , again ft H/e-

rufalem and ^-udah, to wit , That the whole people that bare the Name of

God fhould be difperfcd^ that the holy Citie fliould be deftroyed , the

Temple wherein was the Ark ofthe Covenant, and where God had pro-

mifed to give his own prefence, fliould be burnt with fire , the King taken,

his fons in his own prefence murthercd, his own eyes immediatly afcer to

be put out, the NobihtiCjfome cruelly murdered, fome fhamcfully led

away
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away captives •, and finally, the whofe feed of Abraham razed, as it were, Anno
from the face of the earth : The Prophet (I fay) fearing thefe horrible ca-

, yr^r^
lamities, doth, as it were, fomecimes fuflPer himfelf, and the people com- The eii^o^
raitted to his Charge , to be carryed away with the violence of the tern- "'^

pefl:, without further refiftance-, then by pouring forth his and their do- "^

lorous complaints before the Majcftie of God ^ as in the 13, 17, and 18
verfe of this prefent Text we may reade. At other times he valiantly re-

fjfleth the defperate tcmpeft , and pronounceth the fearful! deflrudion of
all fuch as trouble the Church ofGod ; which he pronounceth, that God
will multiply, even in fuch time as when it appearcth utterly to be exter- -^^^^^

minate. But becaufe there is no fmaJl refl to the whole Body, till that

the Head returne to judgement , he calleth theaflflidled to patience, and
promifeth fuch a Vifitation, as whereby the wickednefTe of the wicked
fliall be difclofed , and finally recompenced in their own bofoms.

Thefe are the chiefcft Points of which by the grace of God wc intend

more largely at this prefent to fpeak :

Firfl:, the Prophet faith , Lord our Ged^ ether lords hefides thee have Verfexjv

ruled Its

.

This, no doubt, is the beginning of the dolorous complaint in the

which he complaineth ofthe unjufl tyranny that the poor afflided//r/tf//>w

fuflained, during the time of their Captivity. True it is. That the Pro-

phet was gathered to his fathers in peace , before that this apprehended
the people : For a hundred yeers after his deceafe, was not the people led

awiy captive:Yet he fore-feeing the affurance of the calamity,did before-

hand endife and did-ateunto them the complaint that after they fhould

make. But at the firfl fight it appeareth,That the complaint hath but fmall

weight : For what.new thing was it, that other lords then God in his own
perfon ruled them, feeing that fuch had been their Regiment from the be-

ginning ^ For who knoweth not that Mofes, AaroriyZnd ^ofhua^ the Judges,
Samuel, David, and other godly Rulers, were men, and not God 5 And fo

'other lords then God, ruled them in their greateft profperity.

For the better underftanding of this complaint , and of the minde of J'™'" wli«".<:«

the Prophet, we muf\ firfl obferve from whence all Authority floweth
-, flo^"h'"^"^

andfecondly, Towhatend Powers are appointed by God : The which
two points being difcuffed, we fliall the better underfland, what lords,

and what authority rules befide God j and who they arc in whom God
and his merciful! prefence rules.

The firfl is refolvcd to us by the words of the Apoflle, faying , There
Is no Power hut of God. David hnn^eth in the Eternal! God, fpeaking to

Judges and Rulers, faying, I have [aid , Tearegods^ and Sons of the CMojl '^i^^^u;;

High. And 5o/(;wo«, in the perfon of God, affirmcch the fame, faying.

By me Kings raigne^ and Princes difcernthe things that are jufi. Of which
place it is evident. That it is neither Birth , influence of Stars, elcdioa
of people, force of Arras ; nor finally, whatfoever can be comprehend-
ed under the power of nature , that maketh the diflinftion betwixt the
fuperiour power and the inferiour , or that doth eflabhfli the Royall
Throne of Kings, but it is the oncly and perfedl Ordinance of God, who
willeth his Terrour, Power, and Majeflie in a part to fl>ine in the Thrones

of
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of Kings, and in the faces of Judges , and that for the profit and com-
fort of man • So that whofoever would ftudie to deface that order of
Regiment that "God hath eflabliflied , and by his holy Word allowed,

and bring in Rich a confufion, as no difference fliould be betwixt the upper

Powers and the fubjcds, doth nothing but evert and turne upfide downe
the very Throne oi God , which he will to be fixed here upon earth • as

inthecndand'caule of this Ordinance more plainly fliall appear : which
isthefecond PointwehavT to obferve, for the better underftanding of

the Prophets words and minde.
?yint. The end and caufe then, why Godprinteth in the weak and feeble fledi

of man this Image ot his own Power and Majeftie, is not to puff up flefh

in opinion of it Iclf • neither yet that the heart of him that is exalted above

others, (hill be lifted up by prefumption and pride, and fo defpife others,

buttliathefhallconftder, that he is appointed Lieutenant to one, whofe
cycscontinually watch upon him , to fee and examine how he behaveth

^ himfe'f in his Office. Saint /Win few words declareth the end, where-

fore the fword is committed to the powers , faying. It is to the pmPiment

ef the Tvicked doers , and unto the pra/fe of fuch as do ivclL

of which words, it is evident , That the fvvord of God is not com-

Note, mitted to the hand of man, to ufc as it pleafeth him, but onely to punifli

vice, and maintain vertue, that men may live in fuch fociety, as before

God is acceptable. And this is the very and onely caufe, why God hath

appointed powers in this Earth.

For fuch is the furious rage of mans corrupt nature. That unlefTc

fevcre punifhment were appointed, and put in execution upon malefa-

ftors ; Better it were, that man fliould live among brute and wilde Beafts,

then among men. But at this prcfent, 1 dare not enter into the defcription

of this common place-, forfofhould I not fatisfie the Text , which by
Godsgrace Ipurpofetoabfolve. This onely by the way, I would that

fuch as are placed in Authority, (hould confider. Whether they raigri

and rule by God, fo that God ruleth them or if they rule without, be-

fides, andagainftGod, of whom our Prophet here doth complain.

If any lift to take tryall of this point, it is not hard: Vo: (^Mofes

Note. in the eledion of Judges, and of a King, defcribeth, nor onely, what

perfons lliall be chofen to that honour, but doth alfogive tohim that is

eleded and chofen , the rule by the which he fhall try himl^lf, whether

God raign in him or not , faying : When he fhall fit upon the throne of

his Kingdom, he fliall write to himfelf an examplar of this Law, in a

Bookby thePrieflsand Lcvites •, it fliall be with him, andhefliall read

therein, all the dayes of his life. That he may learn to fear the Lord his

God, and to keep all the words of this Law, and thc/e Statutes, that he

may do them, that his besrt be not lifted up above his Brethren, and that

he turn not from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left.

irti I. The fame is repeated to ^ejlmah in his inanguration to the Regiment
of the people by God himfelf, faying •, Let not the Book of this Law
depart from thy m.outh, but meditate in it day and night, that thou mayfl

keep it, and do according to all that which is written in it. For then fliall

thy way be profpcrous, and thou flialt do prudently.

The
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The firH: thing rhen that God cravech of him that is called to the Ho- A nnO
nonr of a King , is, The knowledge of his Will revealed in his Word.

.j'-^r^

The fecond is , -An upright avd wilLinz mindc toput in execution [itch things

asGoAcommnndeth in his Law , rvithont declining to the right ^ or to the left reduf"Kina^
hand. or Prince.

Kings then have not an abfokite Power to do in their Regiment
what .pleafeth them • but their Power is limited by Gods Word : ^'p'l^J.^^o^
So that it they ftrike where God hath not commanded, they arc but Kings uiimit-

murtherers •, and if they fpare where God hath commanded to ftrike ,
"^'^•

they and their Throne arc criminall and guilty of the wickednefife that

aboundeth upon the face of the earth , for lack of puniHiment.

O that Kings and Princes would confiderwhat account fhall be cra-

ved of them , as well of their ignorance and misknowledge of Gods ,,

Will, as forthenegleding of their Office. But now to returne to the
^^^*

words of the Prophet. In the perfon of the whole people he doth com-
plain unto God , Ihzttht Bahilonidns (whom hecalleth , Other lords he-

fidcs God, both becaufeof their ignorance of God,and by rcafon of their

cruelty and inhumanity) had long ruled over them in great rigour, with-

out pity or compaflion had upon the ancient men , and famous ma-
trons : For they being mortall enemies to the people of God , fought
by all meanes to aggravate their yoke , yea , utterly to have exter-

minate the memory of them, and of their Religion, from the face of the

earth-

Afcerthefirft part of this dolorous complaint, the Prophet declareth

the Proteftation of the people , faying, Ne'uertheleffe in thee fJjall we re--

member thy Namt^ : ( others reade it .. But we will remember thee onely,

and thy Namcy :) But in the Hebrew there is no Conjunftion Copula-
tive in that fentence. The mindc of the Prophet is plaine , to wit

That notwithftanding the long-fuftained affliction, the people of God
declined not to a Eilfe and vain Religion,but rcmembred God, that fome-
time appeared to them in his mercifull prefence • which albeit then they
fawnot, yet would they ftill remember his Name, that is , Theyv/ould
call to minde the Dodrine and Promifc which at fometimesthey heard

albeit in their profperity they did not fufficiently glorifie God , who fo
mercifully ruled in the midft of them. The temptation, no doubt
of the Ifraelites , was great in thofe dayes : They were carried cap-
tives.from the Land of Canaan , which was to them the gage and
pledge of Gods favour towards them ; for it was the inheritance that

God promifcd to i^braham, and to his feed for ever. The League and
Covenant of Gods Protedion, appeared to have been broken : They
Jamentably complain, That they faw not their accuftomed fignes of
Gods mercifull prefence-. The true Prophets were few, and the abo-
minations uftd in Babylon were exceeding many : And fo it might
have appeared to them. That in vain it \Mas, that they were called

the Pofterity of t^braham , or that ever they had received the Law , or
Forme of right Religion from God, That we may the better feel ic

in our felves,the temptation, I fay,was even fuch,as if God fhould utterly

dcftroy all Order and Policic that this day is within his Church , that the

A a a a true
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Anno ^^'"'^ preaching of the Word fliould be fuppreflTcd , The right ufe of S;i-

_
craments abolifhcd. Idolatry and Papifticall abomination eredled up

^^'^^"'''^'^''^^
again •, And therewich. That our bodies fliould be taken prifoners by
Turks or other raanifefl enemies of God, and of all godlineflc. Such,

I fay, was their temptation -, How notable, then is this their confefldon,

that in bondage they make, towir. That they will remember God onely,

albeit, he hath appeared to turn his face from them. They will remember
his name, and will call to minde the deliv'erance promifed.

life.
Hereof have we to confider, what is our duty , If God bring us (as

for our offences and unthankfulnefTe juftly he may ' to the like extremity.

ThisconfefTionisnotthe fair flattering words of hypocrites, lying and
bathing in their pleafures, but it is the mighty operation of the Spirit of

Thedutyof . God, who Icaveth not his own deftitutc of fomc comfort , in their moft
God« people.-

(Jefperate calamities. This is then our duty, not onely to confelTe our

God in time of peace and quiemcffe , but he chiefly craveth, that we
avow him in the midfl of his, and our enemies.And fliis is not in us to do^

but it behoveth , That the Spirit of God work in us, above all power of
nature. And thus we ought earneftly,- to meditate before the battell rife

more vehement, which appeareth not tobe far off". Butnowmuftwe
enter in fomewhat more deeply to confider thefe judgements of God.

This people dealt with all, as we have heard, was the onely people

upon the face of the Earth, to whom God was rightly known ^ among
them onely were his Laws, Statutes, Ordinances, and Sacrifices ufed

,

and put in pradife •, They onely invocated his Name, and to them
alone had he promifed his protedion and afliflance : What then fliould

be the caufe, that he (hould give them over into this great reproach, and
bring them into fuch extremity, as his own name, in them,fliould be blaf^

pliemed. The Prophet £z.(?y^/f/, that faw this horrible dcfl:ru»5tion fore-

fpoken by 7pM/^, put in jufl; execution, givethan anfwer in thefe words,
Ezek 20, J g^rui iffjfg them Laws that were good, in the which , Whofoever jhould walk,

jhoidd live in them •, But they would not walk in my wayes , but rebelled againfi

me'^ And therefore ^ I have given unto them Laws that are not good^ and

judgements^ inthewh'.chtheyfhall not live. The Writers of the Books of
Kings, and Chronicles, declare this in more plain words, faying: T^ht

Lord fent unto them his Prophets^ rifing early , defiring of them to return unto

the Lord, and to amend their wicked wayes (for he would have fpared his

people, and his Tabernacle) but they mocked his fervants , and would not

aKfgir. return unto the Lord their God to walk in his wayes. Yea, ^udah it felf kept

not the precepts of the Lord God, but walked in the Manners and Ordi-

nances of //r^e/-. That is. Of fuch as then had declined to Idolatry from
the dayes of Jeroboam. And therefore, the Lord God abhorred the whole
feed of Jfrael., that is. The whole body of the people, he promifed them,
and gave them into the hands of thofe that fpoiled them , and fo he caft

them out from his prefence.'

Hereof it is evident , That their difobedience unto God, and unto the

voices of his Prophets,was the caufe of their dcffrudtion. Now, have we
to take heed how wc fliould ufe the good Laws of God, that is, his Will
revealed unco us in his Word, and that Order of Juftice, that by him,

for
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for the comfort of man is cftablifliedamoogftmcn. Itisnodoubr, buc A ^mn
that obedience is the moft acceptable facrifice unto God, and that wiiich

^^"^
above all things be rcquircth; That when he naanifcftcth himfelfe by his

^-'^^'^'''"^^

word, that men follow <iccording to their vocation and commandmcnr.
Naw fo it is,that God by that great Pafl:or,our Lord ]cfus,now manifcft-

ly in his word callcth us from all impiety,as well of body , as of mind,

to holineflc of llfejand to his fpirituiU fervicc : And for this purpofe, he

hath erected the throne of his mercy among us,the true preaching of his

wordjtogcthcr with the right adminiftration of his Sacramcnts.-But what
is our obedience, let every man examine his own confcience, and confi-

der what ItatU'CS and lawes we would have to be given unto us.

Wouldft thou,0 ScotUffd,hz\c a King to raign over thee in jufticcjcqui-

ty , and mercy i fubjc(^ thou thy fclfc to the Lord thy God, obey his

commandments, and magnifie thou that word that callcth unto thee,

TfjU is the mty,wJke intojt , and if thou wilt not, flatter not thy fclf, the ^'^•

fame juHicc rcmaineth this day in God to punifh thee Scotland , and thee

Edinburgh in cfpeciall, that before puniflicd the land ai^uin, and the

City oi '^erttfalcm. Every Realm or Nation ( faith the Prophet ^^rrfwy) ,

that likewife offcndeth,fliall be likewifc punifhed. But if thou ilialt lee
"'^*'

impiety placed in the feat of juftice above thee, fo that in the Throne of
God ( as 5rf/tfOTi?/» doth compLiiijraigreth nothing but fraud,& violence, Ecdcfj.

accufc thy own ingratiiude and rebellion againft God, for that is the on-
ly caufe , why God taketh away ( as the fame Prophet in another place ifa.3,

doth fpcak) the ftrong man and the man of war , the Judge and the Pro-
phet , the prudenr and the aged , the Captain and the honourable , the

Counfellor and the cunning Artificer.Aod I will appoint,faith the Lord,
children to be their Princes , and babes Ihall rule over them. Children

arc extoitioners of my pcopIc,and women have rule over thcra.

It thefccalamiries, I f»y,=)pprchcndus, fo that we fee nothing but the

opprcfTionofgo:id mcn,afid of allgodlir.efle, and wicked m-Q without

God, to rtigne above us ; Let us accufe and condemn our felvcs, as the

onely caufe of Our own miferics. For if we had heard the voyce of the

Lord our God,& given upright obtdicncc unto the famr ,God(liould have
multiply ed our peace, & (hould have rewarded our obediciicc before the

eyes of the world. But row let us hear what the Prophet fiitn further.

The deadfhall not live .faith he, neitherjluUthet'jrants^or the dead ari(e^ hecanfe Verfc 14,

thoti haft 'vijited ar,dfcattcred them,and dejlrojed all their memory,

Fromthis i4Verfe* untothecnd of the 19 , it appeareth. That the

Prophet obfcrveth no order ; yea,that he fpeaketh things diredly repug-

ning one to another: For firft he faith, The deadp:allmt live : Aftejr, he

affirmeth, Thy deadmen jhall live. Secondly , he faith. Thou haB vifited and Verfc.'i j.

pattered them^ and dejiroyedall their wfwt^rjf.- Immediately after he faith, Thou

hajl ificreafed thy Nation^O Lord^thouhaftincreafed thy Nation, They have vi-

fited thec,and have poured forth a prayer before thee.

Who, I fay, would not think, that thcfc ate things not onely fpoken

forth ofgood order and purpofe, but alfo manifeflly repugning one to

another. For,rolivc, andhotto live, to be rodcflroycd thatno mcmo-
riall rcmaineth •, and to be fo increafed, that the coafts of the earth flialbc

A a a a 2 lepic-
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Anno repleniflitd, feem to import plain contradiftion. For removing of this

doubt, and for bettcriinderftanding of the Prophets minde, \vc muft un-
^-'^^'""'^'''"''^

derftand , that the Prophet had to do with divers forts of men ; he had to

do with the conjured and manifeft enemies of Gods people, the CaUees

or B.ibylcntMs ^ even fo fuch as profeffe Christ JesUs , have

to doc with the Turke and Surazem. He had to doe with the Seed of

Abraham^ whereof there were three forts. The ten Tribes all degenerate

from the true worfhipping of God, and corrupted with Idolatrj'- , as

this day are our peftilent Papifts in all Realms and Nations , there rcfted

onelvthe Tribeof5fK^«i/.'at^f>'«/^/fw , where the form of true Religion

was obfervcd, the Law taught, and Ordinances of God outwardly kept

;

but yet there were in thot body ( I mean , in the body of the vifible

Church ) a great number that were Hypocrites, as this day yet are among
us that do profeflfc the Lord Jefus, and have refufed Papiftrie 5 not a few

that were licentious livers ,fome that turned their backe to God -, that is.

Had forfiken all true Religion, and fom that lived a moft abominable life,

Ewks. as£z.fA7f/faithinhisvirion •, and yet there were fom e godly, as a few

Wheat Cornes oppreiTed and hid among the multitude of Chaffe ; Now
according to this divcrfitie, the Prophet keepcth divers purpofcs, and yet

in moft perfect order.

And firfl (after the firfl part ofthe complaint ofthe affli(fled,as wc have

heard in vehcm.encyoffpirit ) he burflcth forth againflall the proud ene-

mies of Gods people, againfl all fuch as trouble thcm,and againfl all fuch

as mock and forfake God, and faith, The ^eadfia// not live^ the proud Giants

JhaH not rife, thou hafl fcatteredthem, anddeflroyed their memortA^. In which

words he fighttth againft the prefent temptation and dolorous Itate of

Gbds people, and againft the infolent pride of fuch as opprefled them • as

ifthe prophet (hould fay , O ye troublers of Gods people , howfocver it

I^ote. appeareth to you in this your bloody rage, that God regardeth not your

erucltie, norconfidereth not what violence you do to his poor afHided,

yet (hall ye be vifitcd, yea, your Carcafes fliall fall and iic as (linking Car-

rions upon the f:iceof thcearth,ye(l-iall fall without hope of life or of a

blelfed refurredfion -,
yea, howfoever ye gather your fubftance , and aug-

ment your families, ye (lialbe fo fcattered,that ye fliall leave no memoriall

of you to the pofterities to come , out that which fhall be execrable and

odious.

Hereofhave the Tyrants their admonition, and the afflided Church
ineftimable comfort -, The Tyrants that do opprefTe, (hall receive the

fame end that they did which have paflfed bef«re •, that is
_,
They fliall die

and fall with Ihame,without hope ofrefurredion, as is forefaid, not. That
they fhall not arife to their own confufion and ju(f condemnation ^ but,

that they fliall not recover power to trouble the fcrvants of God , neither

yet fhall the wicked arife (as Bavid faith ) in the 'Councell of the Juft :

Now have the wicked their Councells, their Thrones, and finally hand-

ling ( for the mod part ) of all things that are upon the face of the earth
5

butthepoor fcrvants of God are reputed unworthy of mens prefence,

envyed, mocked •, yea,they are more vile before thcfe proud Tyrants,thea

'is the very dirt and mire that is trodden under foot ; But in that glorious

refurredion
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refiirredion this ftate fliallbe changed •, for then fiiall fuch as now by.thcir p<r\r\r\

abominable living and cri;eltie,deflroy the earth and molcfl; Gods chil- ,
dren, fee him whom they have pierced •, they fliall fee the glory of fuch a pco

as now they perfecute , to their terrour and everlafting confufion. The
remembrance hereof ought to make us patient in the dayes of afflidiion^

and fo to comfort us, that when we fee Tyrants in their blinde rage, tread

under foot the Saints of God, that utterly we defpaire not,as if there were

neither Wifdome,Juftice nor Poweir above in the Heavens to repreifc

fuch Tyrants, and to redreffe the dolours of rhe unjuftly afflided^ No bre-

thren, let us be aflured that the right hand of the Lord will change the

ftate of things that be moftdefpcratc: Inour Godthereis Wifdome and

Power in a moment, to change the joy and mirth of our enemies, into

everlafting mourning , and our forrows into joy and gladnelfe that (Imll

have no end.

Let us therefore in thcfc apparent calamities ( and marvell not that I

fay calamities apparent , for he that feeth not a fire begun, that fliall biun

more then we look for , unlefte God ofhis mercy quench it, is more thea

blinde,) not bee difcouraged ^ but with unfained repentance , let us re-

turn to the Lord our God, let us accufe and condemne our former negli-

gence 3 and ftedfaftly depend upon his promifed deliverance , fo ilvill our

tempbrall forrows be converted into everlafting joy. The doubt that

might be moved concerning the deftrudion ofthofe whom God exalteth,

fliall be difcufted, if tim.e will fufl^r, after that we have pafled thorowouc

the Text •, now procecdeth the Prophet, and faith
5

Thtti hafl increfifed the Nations, Lord^ then hafi increafed the Nations^ thgn Vcaf. ly.

Art made gloriou-s^ thou hafi inUrged all the coajls ofthe earth.

Lordtrttrotible,^e, \qiI\^.

In thefe words the Prophet giveth confolation to the afBidcd, aftiiring

them, That how horrible focver that defolation ftiould be, yet fliould the

Seed of (^^/•<jZ'4»i be fo multiplied, that it Hiould rep'cnifli the coafts of
the earth-, yea, that God ftiould be more glorified in their affli(5tion, then

he was during the time of their profperitie : This promife (no doubt)
was incredible when it was made , for who couM have been perfwaded.

That the deftruifiion of^f77/p/f;« fliould have been the meanes whereby
the Nation of the lews fliould have becne increafcd , feeing that much
rather it appeared. That the overthrow o? ^eriifalem fliould have been the

vcryabolifliingofthefeed ofy^^r/r/Aw;: But we muft confider, to what
end it was that God revealed himfelfto Abraham^ and what is contained

in the promife of the multiplication of his Seed, and the benedidion pro-

mifed thereto.

Firft , God revealed himfelfto Abraham^ and that by the means of his

Word ; to let all flefli after underftand. That God firft called man , and
revealed himfelfunto him, thitjlefl) can do nothing but rcbell againfi God, for ]°tb 14.

Abraham ( no doubt ) was an Idolater before that God called him from
I/;- of the Caldces ; The Promife was made , That the Seed of Abraham
Jhoiild be tnnltiplyed as the Stars ofheaven, and as thefand ofthe fca ^ which is R«n

i-

'
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ArtHQ notfimplytobe iindcrftoodnfhis natiirall Seed , as though irwasfome-

\^r\'^'\^>
^''"^^ greatly increased -, but rnther of llich as ilinuld beco:nc 'lie rpiririull

Seed oi- Abrabum , as the Apoftle fpe.^kcth •, Now if we be able to prove.

That the right kiowledge ofGod,hisWifdom Judice,Mercy and Power,-

wnsmoreampy declared in their captivity, then ever it was at any time

before, then can we not deny , but that God .( ercn when ro mans judge-

ment he. had utterly rafed them from the fare of the earth )didincrearethe

Nation ofthe ^frpj , fo that he was glorified in them, and did-exrend the

Coafts ofthe earth for their habitation. And for the better undeftanding

hereof, let us fliortly trie the Hiftortes,from their Captivitic to their deli-

verance, and after the f:ime,to the connmingof the Mefsras.

It is no doubt, but that Sathan inrended by the difperfion ofthe ^ervesy

foto have prophaned the whole Seed of Abraham^ that among them
lliould neither have remained the true knowledge of God, nor yet the Spi-

rit of San(ftification- but that all fhould have come to a like contempt
Dan.i.

of God : For I pray you, for what purpofc was it , that BMulzndhis
fellows-were taken into theKings Court,were commanded to be fed at the

Kings Table , and were put to the Schools oftheir Divines, Southfayers

and Aflrologians f It may be thought thatit proceeded of the Kings hu-

manity, and of a zeal that he had, that they fhould be brought up in ver-

tue and good learning-, and I doubt not but it was fo underftood of a

f reat number of the Jews •, but the fecret pradife of the Devill was under-

ftood of D.w/>/, when he rcfufed to defile himfelfwith the Kings meat,

which was forbidden to the Seed of Abraham in the Law of their GOD.
Well , God bcginneth fliortly after to fl^evv himfelf mindefull of his pro-

inifemadeby his Prophet, and to trouble Nebuchadnezzar himfelfe, by
ihewing to him a vifion in his dream, which did the more trouble him,be-

caufc he co\!ld not forget the terror of it ^ neither yet cfculd he remember

what the Vifion and the p 'reels thereof were ; Whereupon were called all

Divires , Interpreters of dreams, and Southfayers , ofwhom the King de-

manded, If th y could let him undcrftand what he had drcamed:,But while

that they anfwer,That fijch a queff ion ufed not to be demanded of any

Sonthfayer or Magician, for the refolution thereof onely appertained to

the gods, whofe habitation was not with men • the charge was eiven That

Dana. they all (Tionld be fl/in ^ and amongfl the refl Daniel was fought ( whofc

innocency the Devill envyed)to have fu'^ered the fame judgement : He re-

claimeth, and asketh time to difclofe that fecret v ( I onely touch the Hi-

ftory, to let you fee by what means God increafcth his knowledge) whicb

being granted, the v-ifion is revealed unto him , he fhevveth the fame unto

the King, with the true interpretation of it ; adding,That the knowledge

thereofcame not from the Stars, but onely from the G&d of Abraham,

who onely was, and is, the true God : which thing underftood, the King

burfl forth in his confeffion, faying , ofa truth pur God is the r»pft excel-

lent ofaUgods ^ and he is Lord ofKings ^ and onclj he that revealeth the fecrets^

feeing that thou coiddefi open this fecret. And when Nebuchadnezzar, akt^L

that, puffed up in pride by the counfcll of his wicked Nobilicie, would
make an I mage,before the which he would that all Tongues and Nations,

fubjcdtohim, lliould make adoration, and that Sydrack^tMcpack and

Abednego
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Abed»a(^0, would not obey his unjufi: commandment, and fb were caft Arjnri
in the flaming furnace of fire •, and yet by Gods Angel-, were fb prefer- ^^^'•>y^
ved, that no fmell of fire remained in their perfons nor garments ; This
fame King giveth a more notable confeffion, faying. The Lord God of Sy-

drackj Mifitck and Abtdnago, is to hcfraifed, who hath fcnt his Angels, and de-

livered his worjh!ppers,ihat put trttjl in him, who have done agaipfithe Kin^s
commandment, who have rather given their own bodies to torment, then that

the-j wotild wotpip another God^ except their own Cod. By me therefore, is there Dan. ?.

made a decree , Jhat whofoever Jliall blafphe!»e the God of Sydrack, 'JMifack

and K^bednago , that he Jlull be cut in pieces , and his houfe fl).ill be rnade

dctefiable.

Thus we fee how God began, even almoft in the beginning of their

Captivity, to notifichisname, to multiply his knowledge, and fet forth

as well his power, as his wifedom, and true worfhipping, by thofe that

were taken prifoners • yea, that were defpifed, and of all men contemned ,

*

So that the name and fear of the God of Abraham, was never before no-
tified to fo many Realmes and Nations. This wondrous work of God
proceeded from one Empire to another : For Daniel being promoted to

great honour by Darius King of Perfians and CMedes, falleth into a defpe-

rate danger; For he was committed to prifon among Lyons, becaufe D»n. g.

thathe wasdcprehended, breaking the Kings Injunftion •, not that th-e

Kingdefired the deftruftion of Gods fervants, but becaufe the corrupt
Idolaters , that in hatred of Daniel had procured that Law to be made,
argcd the King againfl: his Nature; but God by his Angel , did flop the
Lyons mouths,and fo preferved his fcrvant : Which confidered with the
fudden dcftruftion of Daniels enemies, by the fame Lyons , King DaritHy

befides his own confeflion, wrote to all people, tongues, and nations after

this form -, It is dMreedby me. That in all the dominions of my Kingdom, men
jhallfear and reverence the God of Daniel , becaufe he is the living God, abiding

for ever •, whofe Kingdom flhdl not be deflroyed, and l^is dominion remaineth
,

who faveth and delivereth, and fnweth fignes and wonders in Heaven and in

Earth , who hath delivered Danielfrom the Lyons.

This knowledge was yet further increafcd, in the daycs of Cyru^,

who giving freedom to the Captives, to return to their own Native
Country, giveth this confeflion t, Thus faith Cyrti-s, the King of Perfans,

All the Kingdoms of the Earth , hath the Lord Godof Heaven given unto me, * ^^^ ^'

and hath commanded me., that a houfe be built to him in ^erufilem, which is ift

^uda. whofoever therefore of yen., that are of his people , Let the Lord his God
be with him., and let himpaffe uj> to ^erufalem, and let him build the houfe of
the LordGodof Ifrael

:,
for he onely is God., that is in ^erufalem. Time will

not fufFer me to intrcat the points of this confeflion , neitheryet didi for

that purpofe adduce the Hiftory r. But onely, to let us fee how conflantly

God kept his promife in increafing of his people, and in augmenting of
his true knowledge, when that both they that were the feed of Abraham^
and that Religion which they profeflcd, appeared utterly to have been
extinguilhed, above mens expectation •, I fay, he brought freedom out
of bondage, light out of darkneflc , and life out of death. I am not
ignorant, that the building of the Temple, and reparation of the Walls

of
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f A ^ of ^ernf^lefn,<wcre long flayed, fo that the work had many enemies ; ButXinnu ^Q^^^f^^\^Q lignj of God prevail in the end, That a decree was made by
^''"'^'^^^

rari^s (byhimi fuppofe, that fiicceeded to Cambifcs) not onely that all

things neceflary for the building of the Temple, and for the Sacrifices

Efa 6
'^'"''-^ were to be there brent, fliould be miniflred upon the Kings charges -

but alfo. That whofocver fliould hinder that work, or change that decree,

that a balk fhouid be taken out of his houfe, and that he fhould be hanged

thereupon; yea, that his houfe fhould be made a dunghill -, and thereto,

J rrajer. headdethaPrayer, faying , Tbe Godof fJcAven^who hath placed his N.tme

there ^ root out every Kirig, and People (O that Kings and Nations fhould tinder-

jiand) that jlall put hts hand , either to change^ or to hurt this houfe of God^

thatisin^erufalcm. And fo , in defpight of Sathan, was the Temple
builded, the walls repaired, and the City inhabited, and in the moffc

dcfperate dangers it was preferved , till that the (Jl^efslas promised, the

^loryof the fecond Temple, came, manifefled himfelf to the world,

fuffered and rofe againe, according to the Scriptures : And fo, by fend-

ing forth his Gofpel from ^erufalem^ did replenifli the earth with the

true knowledge of God •, and fo did God in perfedion encreafe the Nati-

on, and the fpirituall Seed of Abraham.

Wherefore, dear brethren, we have no fmall confolation , if the flate

of all things be this day rightly confidered -, we fee in what fury and rage

the world , for the mofl part, is now raifed , againfl the poor Church of

Jefus Chrift , unto the which he hath proclaimed liberty , after the fear-

full bondage of that Spirituall Babylon, in the which we have been holdeii

captives longer fpace, then Ifracl was prifoncr in Babylon itfelf : For if

we fhall confider , upon the one part , the multitude of thofe that live

wholly without Chrifl • and upon the other part, the blinde rage of the

peflilent Papifls, What fliall we think of the fmall number of them that

do profefTe Chrifl Jefus, but that they are as a poor flieep, already feized
': in the claws of the Lyon i yea , that they, and the true Religion which

they profefTe, fliall in a moment utterly beconfumed <:

But againfl this fearfull temptation, let us be armed with the Promife

,

of God, to wit , That he will be the Protedior of his Church -, yea,Thac

he will multiply it, even when to mans judgement it appeareth utterly to

be exterminate. This Promife hath our God performed, in the multipli-

cation of K^brahams Seed , in prefervation of it, when Sathan laboured

• utterly to have deflroyed it, in deliverance of the fame, as we have heard,

from Babylon. He hath fent his fon Chrifl Jefus , clad in our flefh, who
hath tafled of all our infirmities ( fin except ) who hath promifcd to be

with us to the end of the world. He hath further kept Promife , in pub-

lication, yea, in the reflitution of his glorious Gofpel; Shall we then

think that he will leave his Church deflitute in this mofl dangerous age <:

Onely let us flick to his Truth , and fludy to conform our lives to the

. fame, and he fliall multiply his knowledge, and encreafe his people. But

now let us hear what the Prophet faith more.

Lord^
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Lord in trouble have they I'jf.ted thee, they poured out aprayer when thy
^^^^

chxllmn? )vas upon them, -^
L.^^.-^'V^

.
• The Prophet meancch, that fuch as in the time of quietncfTc, did not

rfghtly regard God, nor his judgements, were compelled by (harp cor- •

rcctions tofeck God, yea, bycryes and dolorous complaints, to vifite

biffl. True it is. That fuch obedience dcferveth fmall praife before men
for who can praife, or accept that in good part, which cometh'as u were
of meer compulfion ^ and yet rare it is, that any of Gods children do
give unfained obedience, untill the iiandof- God turn them •, For if'qtiitt-

neffe and profpcrity, make them not utterly to forget their duty» both
towards God and man, as-D/v/^ forafeafon, yet it maketh them care-

ieflTe, infolcnt, and in many things unraindef all of thofe things that God
chiefly craveth of them -, which impeifedion efpied, and the danger that

thereof might cnfue,our heavenly Father vifiteth the fins of his children,

but in the rod of his mercy , by the which they are moved to return to

their God, to accufc their former negligence, and to promife better obe-
. dience in al I times hereafter •, as T>.'.vid confclleth , fiying. Before Ifell in

tfjUctiorty J went AJlray, but rtow will I keep thy Statutes . -

But yet for the better underftanding of the Prophets minde , we may
confider how God doth vifite man, and how man doth vifite God, and
what difference ^herc is, betwixt the vifitation of God upon the repro-
bate, and his vifitation upon the chofen.

God fometiaies viUceth the reprobate in his hot difpleafare, pouring
upon them his plagues for their long rebellion •, as we have heard before

,

tiiathevifited the proud, and deftroyed the|r memory. Other times,

0od is fiid to vifite his people being in affiidion , to whom he fendeth

comfort, or promife of deliverance, as he did vi fite the kcd of Alrah.rmj,

being oppreited in Eg'^^pt : and Zacbarj faith , That God had vliAttd his

people, and fcnt unto them hope of deliverance, when ^ohn the Baptill,

was borne. But of none of thefe vifitations fpeaketh our Prophet.here,

but of that bnely which we have already touched, to wit, when tliat God
layeth his corre<5biori:upon his own children, tocalltlijEm from the yene-

mous Breads of this corrupt, world, that they fuck not in over-great a-

boundance the poyfon thereof
-,

and doth, as it were, wean them nom
their mothers Paps, that they may learn to receive other nouriihrnent.

True it is, That this weaning (orfpaning, aswetermeit) fit)m worldly
plcafufe, isathing ftrangerothe flefh, and yet it is a thing fo neceiTary

to Gods children , that unlefie they be weaned from the pleafures of the

world, they can never feed upon that delegable Milk of Gods eternally

verity •, For the corruption of the one, doth either hinder the other to be
received, or elfc fo troubleth the whole powers of man, that the foul can
never {odigcft the truth of God, as that he ought tO do.

Albeit this appcarcth hard, yet it is moif evident; For what liquor cafi
^'

we receive from the Breafis-ot the world, but that wbichis in the world,
what that is, the Apoftle ^ohn teacheth, faying ; Whaifoei'cr is in the world^ t joh,,:

if Cither the htfis of the eyes , thi hifts of the fejl) , or tin pride of life^

Bbbb Now
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A Now feeingthacthefeare not of che Father, but of the vvoild, how can

it be, that our fouls can feed upon chaftitJc, temperance, and humility,

K.^>r%J
£q jQ^g ^ as that our fton:iacks are rcpleniihed with the corruption of

thefe vices <

Now foitis, that willingly, flcfli can never refufc thefe forenamed ,•

but rather ftill delighteth it fclf in every one of them
-, yea, in them all,

as the examples are but too evident

.

It behoveth therefore, that Godhimfelf fliall violently pull hischil-

^dren from thefe venemous breafts, that when they lack the liquor and

poyfon of the one, they may vifite him, and leirn to be nouriflied of

him. Oh if the eyes of worldly Princes fhould be opened, that they

mi"ht fee with what humour and liquor their fouls arc fed , while

that their whole delight confifteth in pride^ ambition, and lufts of the

{linking fledi. Wcunderftand then how God doth vifite men, as well

by his fcvere judgements, as by his mcrcifuUvifitation of deliverance

from trouble, or by bringing trouble upon hi- chofen for their humiliati-

on : And now it refteth to undcrftand how man vifiteth God : Man doth

vifite God, when he appeareth in his prefence- be it to the hearing of

his Word, or to the participation of his Sacraments • as the people of

,, Jfrael^ befides the obfcrvation of their Sabbaths and daily oblations,

were commanded thrice a yecr to prefentthemfelves before the prefence

of the Tabernacle, and as we do, and as often as we prefent our felves to

the hearing of the Word -, for there is the footftool, yea, there is the fice

and throne of Godhimfelf, whcrefoever the Gofpcl of Jcfus Chrift is

truely Preached, and his Sacraments rightly miniftred.

But men may on this fort vifite God hypocritically, for they may
come for the farfiion , they may hear with deaf ears

;
yea, they may

underftand , and yet never determine with themfclvcs to obey that

,

which God rcquireth : And let fuch men be afiiiredjThat he (who fearch-

eth the fecrets of hearts) will be avenged of all fuch. For nothing caa

be to God more odious, then to mock him in his own prefence. Let

every man therefore examine himfelf, with what minde, and what
purpofe, he cometh to hear the Word of God •, yea, with what car he

heareth it, and what tcflimony his heart giveth unto him, when that God
connmandeth vertue, and forbiddcth impiety.

Repined thou when God requireth obedience ^ Thou heareft to

thine own condemnation. Mockeft thou at Gods threatnings c" Thou
fhalt feel the weight and truth of them , albeit too late, when flefli and
blood cannot deliver thee from his hand. But the vifitation ('whereof
our Prophet fpeaketh,) is onely proper to the fons of God , who in the

time when God taketh from them the pleafurcs of the world, or fheweth
his angry countenance unto them , have their recourle unto him, and
confelfing their former negligence with troubled hearts,cry for his mercy.
This vifitation is not proper to all affli(5led,but appertaineth onely to Gods
children :For the reprobates can never have accefle to Gods mercy in time
of their tribulation, and that becaufe they abufe as well his long patience,

as the manifold benefits they receive from his hands •, For as the fame
Prophet heretofore faith , Let the wicked obtain mercy

,
yet fliall he

A :. never
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never learn Tvifdome, but in theland of righteoufiie/Te, thatis Where t
the very knowledge ofGod aboundeth , he will do wickedly wh-'ch is

"^^^^'^
a crime above all others abominable • for to what end is it that God ^rcd

^-^'''^^
eth his Throne among us, but that weHiould fear him " Whv'doth
he rcaveal his holy will unto us, but that we fhould obey it " Why doth
he deliver us from trouble

, but that we fliould be witneflfes unto the
world , that he is gracious and mercifull ^

Now when that men, hearing their duty, and knowing what God re-
quireth of them

,
do malapertly fight againft all equity and jufiice , what t

pray you, do they elfe, but make manifcft warre againft God " yea \vhen
they have received from God fuch deliverance, that they cannot deny,buc
that God Inmfelf hath in his great mercy vifited them , and ye^ that thev
continue wicked as before; what defervethcy, but cfFeftually to bee
given over unto a reprobate fenfe, that headlong they may rume to
ruine, both of body and foul ^ It is almoft incredible that a man Hiould
be fo enraged againft God, that neither his plagues, nor yet his mercy
fliewed, fliould move them to repentance ; but becaufe the Scriptures
bearcth witneft^e of the one , and the other , let us ceafe to marvel! and
et us firmly belecve, that fuch things as have bcene, are even prcfently
before our eyes albeit many, blinded by affcdion, cannot fee them.

Ahab ( as in the book of the Kings it is written ) received many notable
benefits ofthe hand of God , who did vifit him in divers forts - fome-
"•? n ,1. P'^§"" '

fometimes by his word, and fometimes by his mer-
cifull deliverance

-,
He made him king, and for the Idolatry ufed by him

and his wife he plagued whole Ifrad by Famine , He revealed to him
his Will and true Religion by the Prophet £%^

.,
he gave unto him fun-

dry dehveranccs, but one moft fpcciall , when proud^^«/W4^ came to
befiege 54/»4r/4

, and was not content to receive Ahabs add filver fons
daughters and wives butalforequired

, that his fervant's fiiould havea?
their pleaiurc whatfoever was delegable in SamarU .- True it is thao
his Elders and people willed him not to hear the proud Tyrant , But who
made unto him the proraife ofdeliverances and who appointed and put
his Army in order < who affured him ofvidlory >. The Prophet of God
onely, who aftlixed him. That by the fervants of the Princes of the
Provinces who in number were onely two hundred thirty and two, hee
ftould deface that great Army , in the which there were two and thirty
Kings, with all their Forces, and as the Prophet ofGod promifed i:o\t
came to paffe yidlory was obtained, not once onely, but twice , and that
by the mercifuli vification ofthe Lord.

But how did Ahd vifite God again for his great benefit received " Did
he remove his Idolatry ". did he corred his Idolatrous wife ^^e7dcl ?
No, wefindenofuch thing, but the one and the other, wee finde to
have continued and increafed in former impiety: But what was theend
hereof s The laft vifitation ofGod was,That dogs licked the blood of the
one, and did eatc the flefh ofthe other. In few words then wee under-
Itand, what difference there is betwixt the vifitation of God upon the Re- ' ^'^'*'-

probate, and his vifitation upon his Chofen-. the Reprobate are vifited
but never truly humbled, nor yet amended

-,
the Chofcn being vifited ',,R.aj.

B b b b 2 -^ they
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Avynr) thcyfob,and they cry umo God for mercy (which obtained) they mag-
"

, nific Gods Name J
and after declare the fruits of repentance. Let us

*~^ * ^^ therefore that hear thcfc judgements of our God, call for the aififtancc

of his holy Spirit,that howfocvcr it plcafcth him to vifir U5, that wc may
ftoop under his mcrcifull hvsndSjand unfaincdly cry to him when he cor-

redcth us ; And fo fbiU wc knowin cxpcriencc,that our crycs and com-
plaints were not in vain.But let us hear what the Prophet faith further.

Vsrf; 17. Like OS awom m ( faith he ) with child that drawnb mer the travell, is i» for-

roiv^^adcrjeth in her fains^fo hu've we been in thy fight, Lord^rve have comeived,

ivc have lorn in vain^as though rve flwidd have irought forth the wind.

Vcifc i8
Sdvattoris were not made tt/ the earth^neither did the inhabit.wts ofthe earthfill.

This is the fccond part ofthe Prophets complaint.in the which he in

the perfon of Gods people complaiocth.that of their great afBiiaion there

appeared not cnd.This fame fimilitudc is wfcd by our Maftcrjcfus Chrilt^
John i6. for when he fpcakcth of the troubles of his Church, he compareth them

to the pains of a woman travelling in her child-birth. But it is to another

end. For there he promifcth exceeding and permanent joy, after a fort,

though it appear trouble. But here is the trouble long & vchement,albeic

the fruit of it was not fuddenly cfpicd.He fpeaketh no doubt of that long

and dolorous time of their captivity, in the which they continually tra-

velled for dcliveranccbut obtained it not before the compieat end of 7 o

ycrcs •, during the which time,the earth, that is, the land of 5W/!,which

fbnatimes was fandificd unto God,but was then given to be prophancd
by wicked people, got no help, nor perceiving any deliverance : For the

Inhabitants of the world fell not, that is,thc tyrants and opprcflbrs of
Gods pcoplcwcrc not taken away, but ftil remained and continued blaf-

phemersof Godandtroublers of his Church. Butbecaufcl perceive the

houres to pafTc more fwiftly then they have done at other times, I mind
to contract that v,?hich rcftcth of this Text into certain points.

The Prophetfir(ifghteth againjl thcprefent dejpair. t^fter he introditceth God

himfelfe calling iipn his people. And laft ofall^ he ajfureth his affiled , that God

will come^and require account ofall the bloed-thirfly Tyrants ofthe earth.

Firftfghting againji the prejent deU>air,he faithjT^^ deadjlhtll live^evcv my Ba-

dy (or with my My f^uill they arife,)awake andfug ye that dwell in the duji ; For thy

dew tsoithedewofherhes.

The Prophet here pierceth through all impediments that nature could

objc(fl j And by the vi«5lory of faith, he overcoramcth, not only the com-
mon encmies,but the great and laft enemy of all,f(j iw>, death it fclfc : For

this would he fay,Lord, I fee nothing to thy chofen,butmi(ery to follow

mifcry,&oncaffli<i'tion to fuccced another,yca,in the end Ifccjthatdearh

l"hall devour thy dearcft children. But yet, O Lord,I fee thy promife to

be tri!c.& thy love to remain towards thy chofcn, even when death ap-

peared to have devoured thcmi/^r thy deadflul live^yea not onlyf:al they Uve^

hut
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but wj vtr-j de.ul Carcafi j]htll arife r, And fo I fee honour aad glorj' to /KT^-i-^rx

fucceedthis tcmporall lliame^ill fcejoy permanent to come afcer trouble, ^,,.^ -

order to fpring out of this terrib'econFufion- and finally, I fee that life
'•-^^W

ilia! 1 devour death , fo that death fiiall be deftroycd , and fo thy fervants

fliill have life. This (I ray)is thcvidoryoffaith , when in the midrt of

death, through the light ofGods Word,the afflidcd /ce life. Hypocrites,

in the time of quictncfTe and profperitie , can generally confefle , That
Godisrrueinhispromifcs-, but -bring them to thccxtremitie, and there

ceafeth the Hypocrite further to truft in God then he feeth naturall means

whereby God ufcth to work : But the true fiithfuU, w|ien all hope of na-

tural! nicans fiileth, then fliethty toGod himfelf, and Kithetruchof his

Promife , who is above nature, yea, whofe woiits are not fo fubjed to the

ordinary courfe of nature, that when Nature faileth, his Power and Pro-

ruife fail alfo therewith.

Letus further obferve, That the Prophet here fpcaketh not of all de.!d

ingenerall, butfiiith, T/;y dead, o Lord
, f]}.t/i II've : In which v/ords he

makcth difference betwixt thofe that die in the Lord, and thofe that die in

their naturall corruption, and in the old Jdam. Dye in the Lord can none,

exceptthofe that live in him (I mean thofe that attain to the yeers of Jif-

crction) and none live in him, but thofe that with the Apoftle can fay>

lUve^andyet mt Ij7titChri(i 'Refits that dwelleth in mzr, The life thn I now

live^ I have hy thefaith ofthe Sonne ofGod. Not that I mean. That the faith- *^^'' ^•

full have at all hours fuch fenfe of the life everlafting , that they fear not

thedeath, and the troubles ofthis life-, no, not fo, for the faith of Gods
Children is weak, yea, and in many things imperfcd : But I mean , Thic

fuch as in death and afcer death fliall live, mufl: communicate in thislifc

with Jefus Chri/l, and muff be regenerate by the feed of life •, that is, by
, p^j ,,

the Word of the everliving God, which whofoever defpifethjrefufeth life

and joy everlafting.

The Prophet transferreth all the promifes of God to himfelfe , fiyirig,

'Even TKj dad hedy (Jjallarifc and immediately after , giveth commandc-
ment and charge to the dwellers in the duft , that is, To the dead Carcafes

ofthofe that were departed (for the fpirit and foul ofman dwellechnoc

in the dud ) That theyjljoald awake , that (heyfljoiddjing and rejojce , for they

fliould arife and fpring up from the earth, even as the Herbs dojufter they

have received the dew from above.

Time will not fuffer that thefc particulars be fo largely treated as they

oughttobe, and asIgladlyvVould; therefore let us confidcr. That the

Prophet in transferring the Power and Promife of God to himfelf, doth

not vindicate to himfelf any particular prerogative above the people of

God, as that he alone fliould live and arife, and not chey alfs • But he doth

it , to let them underftand. That hp taught a Doctrine whereof he was cer-

tain, yea, and whereofthey fliould have experience after his death : As if

he fhould fay , My words appear to you now to he incredible, but the

day fliall come, that I (liall be taken from you , iny Carcafe Hull he incio-

fcdinthebofome oftheer.rth, and therefore (hall ye be led away Cap-

tives to Babflon, where ye fliall remain many daycs and yeers , as i: were

buryed in your Sepulchres.

Bbbb ? But-
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.Anno But then call to minde, that I faid unto you beforehand, that my
^^^.,^ body fliiU arife : Even fo fliail ye rife from your graves out of Bab-^lon,

and be reftored to your own Countrcy, and City of ^erufdem. This, I

doubt not, is the true meaning of the Prophets. The charge that he

giveth to the dwellers in the dufl, is to expreffe the power of Gods
Word 5 whereby, he not onely giveth life, where death apparantlyhad

prevailed •, but aifo by it, he calleth things that are not, even as if they

were. True it is , that the Prophet Ifaiah fav/ not the deftrudlion of
^erufalcnt^ much IclTe could he fee the reftitution of it with his corporall

eyes •, but he leaveth this, as it were, in teftament with them. That when
they were in the extremity of all bondage , they fliould call to minde,

what the Prophet of God.had before fpokcn.

And left that his dodlrine , and this promife of God made unto

them by his mouth, fliould have been forgotten (as we are ever prone and
ready to forget Gods promifes when we arc preffed with anyforrow)

God raifed up unto them, in the midft of their calamity, his Prophet B^e-
Ezek. 5 7-

i^i^i_^ urifo whom, among many othcrvifions, he gave this -, The hand of the

Lordfrflledhiminafhice, which was full of dry and differfed bones. The
queftion was demanded of the Prophet, if thefe bones, being wondrous
dry, fliould live. The Prophet anfwered. The knowledge thereof ap-

pertained unto God. Charge was given unto him, that he fliould fpeak

unto the dry bones, and fay, Thus faith the Ltrd God to thefe bones ^

Behold ^ I jhall give you breath, Andyoufhalllive -^ Ijhallgi'uettmo^oufinervSy

flcjl)^ and skin, and "/oufhalUfve. And while the Prophet fpake (as he was
commanded ) he heard a voyce , and he faw every bone joyn in his

Marrow •, he {I:w them covered with flefh and skin , albeit, there was no
fpiritof life in them. He was commanded again, to fpeak, and to fay,

Thiu faith the Lord God^ Come Ofpirit from thefour quarters^ and blow in thefe

th/'.t arejlainjth.it they ?vay live. And as he prophefied, the fpirit of life

came •, They lived and flood, upon their feet. Now^ doth the Lord inter-

pret what this vifion meant , faying , Son of man , thefe bones are the

whole hpufe of ifrael. Behold, they fay, our bones are dryed, our hope

isperifhed, we are plainly cut off-. But behold, faith the Lord, I will

Ofen your graves, I will bring you forth of them, yejhall live, andcome unto the

Land of Jfrael, andyefl^all knew that I am the Lord.

This vifion I fay, given to the Prophet, and by the Prophet preach-

ed to the people , when they thought that God had utterly forgotten

them, compelled them more diligently to advert, what the former Pro-

phets had fpoken. Itisnodoubt, but they carryed with them, both the

prophelie of /p/4^ and Jeremy, fo that the Prophet E^ekiel is a. Com-
mentary to thefe words of i/4/d/', where he faith. Thy dead^ O Lord, fiall

live, with my body theyfull arife. The Prophet bringcth in this fimilitudc

of the dew , to anfwer unto that part of their fidelity , who can believe

no further of Gods promifes, then they are able to apprehend by naturall

judgement-, As he would fay , Think 5/e this impofTible, that God fhall

give life unto you, and bring you to an eftate of a Common-wealth a-

gain, after that ye be dead, and as it were raced from the face of the

earth. But why do ye not confider, what God worketh from ycerto

yeer.
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yccr in the order of naturC, fomctimcs yc fcethc face of tfec earth decked A nno
and beautified with herbs, flowers, graffe, and fruits. Again, ye fee the f^/-J .

fame utterly taken away by ftorms, and vehemency of the Winter.
^-^^^^^^

What doth God to rcplenifli the earth again , and to rcftorc the beauty
thereof. He Icndeth down his fmall and foft dew, the drops whereof, in

their dcfccndingj^re neither great nor vifible, and yet thereby are the
pores and fecrct veins of the earth, which before by vehemency of froft

and cold were fhutup, opened again; and fo doth the catth produce
again the like herbs, flowers, and fruits. Shall yc then think, that the
dc'V of Gods heavenly grace (hall not be as cfJeduall in you to whom he
hath made his promile, as that it is in the hcrbesaqd fruits that from
year to year buddcth forth and decayeth^If ye do ro,thc Prophet would
fay your incredibility is inexcufablc, becaufe yc do neither rightly
weigh thepower,northe promifc ofyour God.
The like fimilitudc ufeth the Apoftlc Patd againft fuch as called the

rcfurrediion in doubt, becaufe that by naturall judgement they could
rot apprehend that flefh once putrificd, and refolved, as it were, in

othei ilibftance, fhould arifc again, and return again to the fame fub-

ftance and nature, ofool ( faith he ) thut which thou fcmji is not qtticknedy

except tt dye, and that which thou fowefl^thoHfowefi not that body thatjba/l be but

hare corn^ as itfMleth^ ofwheat, or feme ether, but Godgiveth it a body at it plea-

Jeth him, even to every feed his own body. In which words and fcntcncc^ the
ApoftlcfharplyrebukcththegrofTe ignorance of the Corinthians^ who
began ro call in doubt the chiefc article ofour faith, the rcfurre(!lioo of
the fltfhaf erthatit was once refolved, becaufe that naturall judge-
ment C as faid he ) reclaimed thereto. He reproveth ( I fay ) their grofTe
ignorance, because they might have ffen and confidered fomc proofc
and document thereofin the very order of nature : For albeit the wheat,
or other corn caft in the earth, appcarcth to die or putrifie, and fo to be
loft

,
yet we fee that it is not pcrifhcd, but that it fru(aificth according

to Gods will and ordinance.

Now ifthe power of God be fo manifefl in raifing up of the fruits of
the earth, unto the which no particular promifc is made by God, what
fhill be his power and vertuc in raifing up ofout bodies, feeing that

tfiereto he is bound by the folemne promifc of Jcfus Chrift his cternall

wifdomif And the verity it fclf that can not lis: yea, feeing that the mem-
bers muft once communicate with the glory of the head, How fhall our
bodies, which are flcfh of his flefh, and bone of his bones, lie flill for

ever in corruption, feeing that our head Jcfus Chrifl is now exalted in

his glory. Neither yet is this power and good will ofGod to be rcftrai-
,'

ned unto the lafl and gcncrall rcfurrcdion onely, but we ought to con- i

fider ir in the marvellous prefervation of his Church, and in the raifing

up of the fame from the very bottomc ofdeath, when by Tyrants ic

harh been oppreffed from age to age.

Now of the former words of the Prophet, we have to gather this

conaforr, Thatifatany time we fee the face of the Church within this

Realm fo defaced ( as I think it fhall be fooner then we look for ) when
we fliall fee , I fay , vertuc to be dcfpifcd , vice to be maintained,

the
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Anno the verity ofGod to be impugned, lies and mens inventions holden in au-

thoritie -., and finally5when we lliall fee the true Religion of our God , and
,

'''^'
the zealous obfervers ofthe fame , to be trodden under the feet of fuch as

pfjl.14. in their heart fay,That there is no God. Let uS-then call to mind what have

been the wonderous works ofour God from the beginning, that it is his

proper Office to bring forth li.ght out ofdarkneffe , order out of confufi-

on, life out ofdeath", and finally , that it is he, that calleth things that

nrenotjCvenasif they were , as before we h^ve heard : And if in the

day ofour temf»tation ( which in my judgen!cnt npproacheth fall ) vvee

be thus armed, ifour incredulity cannot utterly be removed, yet lliall

it fobeconecletij, that damnable defpaire opprcfTe us not. But nov/let

us hear how* the Prophet proceedeth :

Come ( faith he ) thoumy people , eater rvithin thy chamber ^j}:ut thy door af-

ter thee , hick thy [elf a. very little^ whilesntillthe indignation paffe over.
•

Here the Propherbningerh in God amiably calling upon his people to

cometohimfelf , and to reft with him, untill fuch time as the fury and

fliarp plagues (houM be executed upon the wicked and inobedient. It may
appear at the firft fight , That all thefe words of the Prophet inthcper-

fonofGod calling the people unto reft, are fpoken in vain •, for we nei-

ther finde chambers nor reft more prepared for the deareft children of

God ( fo far as mans judgement can difcern) then there was for the rebel-

lious and difobedient-,for fuch as fell not in the edge of the fword,or dyed
notofpeftilence, or by hunger, were either carryed captives unto Ba-

bylon, or elfc departed after into Egypt, Co thzt none oiAbrahiimsS&edt

had either chamber or quiet place to remain within the Land o^ Canaan.

For the refolution hereof, we muft underftand. That albeit the Chambers
whereunto God called his Chofen, be not vifible, yet notwithftanding

they are certain , and olTer unto Gods Children quiet habitation in fpirit,

howfoever the flefli be travelled and tormented.

The chambers are then Gods fure promifes , unto the which Gods peo-

ple are commanded to refort, yea,within the which they are commanded
to clolethemfelves in the time of greateft adverfitie. The manner ot

fpeakingis borrowed from that judgement and forefight, which God
hath printed in this our Nature -, for when that men efpie great tcmpefts

appearing to come, willingly they will not remain uncovered upon the

fields , but ftraightway they will draw them to their houfes or holds,

that they may efcape the vchcmency of the fame •, and ifthey fear any ene-

my to purfue them , th^ will iliut their doors , to the end that fuddenly

the enemy fiiould not have entry.

After this manner God fpeaketh to his people •, as if he fliould fiy, The
Tempeft th;n fliall come upon this whole Nation, fli.dl be fo terrible , that

nothing ftiail appear but extermination to come upon the whole body;

But thou my people ( I fay) that heareft my word , bclecveft the fame,

andtrcmblcftat thethreatningsofmy Prophets, now when the world
'dothinfolentlyrcfift , let fuch (1 fay) enter within the fecret Chamber
ofmy promifes, let them contain themfelves quietly there, yea let them

fhuc
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fniit the door upon them, andfuffernot infidelity, the moitall enemy of Anna
mytrueth, and of my people that depend thereupon , to have free entry 1^,,-^^
to trouble them (yea,iFarther to murther) in my promife -, and fb fhall they

'"'^^'^^

perceive that my indignation fliall paflc, and that fqch as depend upon
me, {Jiallbefavcd.

Thus we may perceive the meaning of the Prophet ; Whereof, wc
have firft to obfcrvc. That God acknowlcdgeth them for his people,-

that are in greatcft afilidion ; yea , fuch as are reputed unworthy of
mens prefencc, are "yet admitted within the fecret Chamber of God.
Let no man think that fleili and blood , can fuddenly attain to that

conyfort • and therefore moft expedient it is, That we be frequently cxer-

cifed in meditation of the fame. Eafieitis I grant, in time of profperity,

to fav, and to think , That God is our God, andthawve arehis people;

But when he hath given us over in the hands of our enemies, and turned

fas it were) his back unto us , then I fay, ftillto reclaim him to be our
iCodi, and to have this afilirance. That we are his people, proceedetU

wholly from the holy fpirit of God, as is the greateft vidory of faith, ,jo!;ny,

which over-comcth the world ^ for increafe whereof^we ought continual-

ly to pray. . —

>

This doctrine we fliall not think ftrange, if wc fliall coitfider how
fuddenly our fpirits arc carryed away from our God, and from belie-

ving his promife > fo fbon as any great temptatioh-dotii: apprehend us,

then begin wc to doubt, If ever we beleeved Gods promifes, {£ God
will fuffiU them to us, if we abide in his favour, if he regardech and
,ooketh upon the violence and injury that is done unto us , and a mnlti-

ude of fuch cogitations, which before lurked quietly in our corrupted

pearts, burfl: violently forth when we are opprefl^ed with anydefperate

alamity. Againft the which, this is the remedy^ once to apprehend and

till to retain, God to be our God, and firmly to believe, that we are his

cople whom he loveth , and will defend , not onely in affliifliooi buc

vealn the midfl:of deathitfelf.

Secondly, let us obferve. That the judgements of our God, never

(ere, nor yet fliall be fo vehement upon the face of the earth, but that

ere hath been, and fliall be, fome fecret habitation prepared in the

nduaryof God, forilomeot hischofen , where ti.ey fliall be prelcrved

mtill the indignation pad'e by, and that God prepareth a time, tliac

tcymay glorifie him again, before the face of the world, thatfome-

tnes defpifed them •, And this ought to be unto us no fmall comforc

i thefe appearin.g dangers , to wit , that we be furely perfwadcd. That
Hw vehement foever the tempeft flball be, that it yet fhall paflTe over

,

a d Tome of us ftiali be preferved to glorifie the name of our God, as is

a >refaid.

Two vices lurke in this our nature -, the one is. That we cannot

II mble at Gods threatnings , before that the plagues apprehend us

,

a! eit, that we fee caule moft juft, why that his fierce wrath fliould burn

a<2 devouring fire. The other is. That when calamities before pro-

n<inced, falUvponus, then begin we to finke down in defpair, fothac

wjncver Iciok for anv comfortable end of the fame.

Cccc To
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J^nnO ^^ corred this our mortall infirmity in time of qniecnefTe
, Wc

^^.^^ ought to confider what is the jufticeof our God, nndhow odious fin
^'''^

is. And above all other , how odious Idolatry is in his prcfence, who
hath forbidden it , and who hath fo feverely puniflied it in all ages, from
the beginning •, And in the time of our affliftion we ought to confider

,

what have been the wondrous Works of our God, in prcfcrvation of

his Church , when it hath been in uttermoft extremity : For never

ftall we finde the Church humbled under the hands of Traytors, and
cruelly tormented by them •, but therewith, we fiiall finde Gods juft

vengeance to fall upon the cruell pcrfecuters, and his mercifuil delive-

rance to be fliev/ed to the affiided : And in taking of this tryall, we
fliould not onely call to minde the Hiftories of ancient times, but alfb

we fliould diligently mark what notable Works God hath wrought even
in this our age , as well upon the one , as upon the other. We ought
not to think that our God benreth lefT'e love to his Church this day

,

tiaen that he hath ^done from the beginning : For as our God in his

own nature is immutable, fo remaincth his love towards his eled,

alwayes unchangeable- For as in Christ Jesus he hath chofen

his Church, before the beginning of all ages, fo by him will he maintain

and prcferve the fame unto the end. Yea, he will quiet the ftorms, and
caufe the earth to open her mouth, and receive thofe raging flouds of
violent waters, caftout by the Dragon, to drown and carry away the

woman which is the fpoufc of Jelus Chrift, unto whom, God for bis

. . , .„ own Names fake, will be the perpetuall Prote<ftor.

s'o-^omiii.tib.^. This faw that notable fervant of Jefus Chrift, K^thanApus^ who
^op-i- (being exiled from (Alexandria by that blafphemous Apoftata^«/w»

the Empcrour) faid unto his flock , who bitterly wept for his envious

banifhment •, Weepmt.bntbeof good comfort, faid he. For this little cloud

rvill fiiddainly vamfJ). A little cloud, he called both the Emperour himftlf,

and his cruell tyranny-. And albeit. That fmall appearance there, was
of any deliverance to the Church of God, or yet, of anypuniflimenr,

to have apprehended the proud tyrants , when the man of God pro-

nounced thefe words , Tet jljortly after ^ God didgive rvitncffe^ That thofe

rvords did not proceed from fie[h, nor blood, butfrom Gods very j^irit. For

not long after, being in warfare, he received a deadly wound , whether

by his own hand, or by one of his own fouldiers , the Writers cleerly

conclude not, But calling his own blood againft the Heaven, he faid,

. .yicifli tandem Galilee ^ That is , At laflthsu hafl overcome thou Galilean'^

So in def]-)ite, he termed the Lord Jefus , and fo perifhed that tyrant in

his own iniquity 5 The ftorm ceafed, and the Church of God received

now comfort.

Such fliall be the end of all cruell pcrfecuters y Their raign fhall beJ

fhort, their end miferable, and their name (hall b(J left in execrations to]

Gods people ^ and yet fliall the Church of God remain to Gods glory,
\

after all ftorms. But now fliorcly, let us come to the laft point.

For
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For behold ( faith the Prophet ) the Lord rvill come out of his place to vi-
^^"'J

fit the imqiiitie of the Inhabitants of the earth tifon them ^ and the earth (l)all
'^''VNJ

difclofe her blood and fhall no more hide her [lain • becanfe that the finull end of the

troubles ofGods Chofen full not be before that the Lord Refitsjiull return to re-

fiore all things to theirfull perfe£iion.

The Prophet bringeth forth the Etenall God, as it were from his

owne place and habitation , and therewith fl:eweth the caufc of his

coming , to bee , That hec might take account of all fuch as have

wrought wickedly •, for that He meaneth , where he faith , Hee will

vifit the iniquity of the inhabitants of the earth upon them. And left that

any fliould thinke> That the wrong doers are fo many that they can-

not bee called to an account , he giveth unto the earth ( as it were

)

an Office and charge to beare witneflfe againft all thofe that have

wrought wickedly,and chieflyagainft thofe that have Hied innocent blood

from the beginning -, and faith , That the earthfiall difclofe her blood^andfuill

m more hide herjlain men.

IfTyrants of the earth , and fuch as delight in the fhedding of blood
fliould be perfwaded that this fentence is true, they would not fo furioufly

come to their own deftrudion ; for what man can be fo enraged , that he

would willingly do even before the eyes of God, that which might

provoke his Majeftie to anger
,
yea

,
provoke him to become his ene-

my for ever , if that he underftood how fearfuU a thing it is to fallinto

the hands of the living God :'

Thecaufe then of this blinde fury of the world, is the ignorance of

God , and that men think that God is but an Idoll , and that there is no
knowledge above, that beholdeth their Tyranny -, neither yet Juftice that

,

will , nor power that can repreffe their impiety-,but yet the Spirit oftruth

doth wJtncffe the contrary , affirming , That as the eyes of the Lord are

upon thejufl, and as his ears are ready to receive their fobbing and

prayers , fo is his angry vifage againff fuch as work iniquitie , he lia-

terh and holdeth in abomination every dcccitfull and blood-thirfty man,

whereof he hath given fufficient document from agetoage,in preferving

the one, or at leaft in revenging oftheircaufe , and in punifliing of the

other.Where it is raid,That theLord will come from his place,and that he

will vifit the iniquity of the inhabitants ofthe earth upon them, and that

the earth fliall difclofe her blood , we have to confider , what mofl com-
monly hath been, and what (hall be the condition ofthe Church ofGod,
to wit , That it is not onely hated,mocked , and defpifed , but that it is ex-

pofcd asitwere,inaprey, unto the fury ofthe wicked-, fothat the blood

ofthe Children of God, is fpilt like unto water upon the face ofthe earth.

The underftanding whereof, albeit it beunpleafant to the flefli, yec

to us it is moff profitable , left that we feeing the cruell entreatings

of Gods fervanis , begin to forfake the Spoufe of Jeflis Chrift , be-

caufe that (lie is not fo dealt withall in this unthankfull world , as

the juft and upright dealing of Gods Children do deferve : Butcon-

irarivvife , for mercy they receive crueltic -, foi\doing good to many,
Ccc c 2 of
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muft true fen
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^— 1 .v^

A p, of all the reprobate they receive cvill : And this is decreed ui Gods

eternall Councell, that the members may follow the frace ofthe head
j

^-''"V^ jQ ^l-,e end that God ip his juft judgement (hould finally conderane

the wicked •,' for how fliould he punifli the inhabitants of the earrb,

if their iniquitie deferved it not •: How fhould the, earth difclofe oi:r

blood, if it fliould not bee unjuftly fpilt -: Wee muft then commit

our feives into the hands of onr God, and lay downe cur neckes,

vea , and patiently fuffer our blood to bee fhed , that the righteous

'Judge may require account , as moft aiTuredly hee fliall , of all the

blood that hath been (Tied, from the blood ex? Ahd t\\t juft , till the

day that the earth (hall difclofe the fame 5 I fay, every one that flied-

deth , or confenteth to flicd the blood ofGods Children , fliall be guilty

^,'>"!!','!'r!'"' of the whole : So that all the blood of Gods children ftall eric vengeance,"
" °"

j^ot; onely in generall, but alfo in particular, upon every one that hath fhed

the blood ofany that unjuftly fuffered.

And ifany thinkeit ftrange, thatfuch as live this day, can be guilty

of the blood that was fhedinthedayesof the Apoftles, let them con-

fider, that the verity it felfe pronounced , That all the blood that was

flicd from the dayes of Abel , unto the dayes of Zacharie , Ihould come

upon that unthankfull generation, that heard his Doftrine , and refufedit.

The reafon is evident, for as there is two heads and captains that rule

over the whole world , to wit, JefusChrift, the Prince ofJufticeand

Peace •, and Sathan , called the Prince of the world 5 fo are they buc

two Armies that hath continued battel! from the beginning , and (hall

fight unto the end : The quarrell is one which the Armic ofJefus

Chriftdofuftain, and which the reprobate doperfecutc, to wit, The
etcrnali truth of the Etcrnall God, and the Image of Jefus Chrift prin-

ted in his Eleft, fo that whofoever in any age perfecuteth any one

Member oi JE SllS CHRIST^ for his Truths fake, fubfcribeth as

it were,with his hand,the perfecutionofall that have paffed before him.

And this ought the Tyrants of this age deeply to confider, for

they fliall bee guilty , not onely of the blood (lied by themfelves, but

of all ( as is faid ) that hath been flied for the Caufe ofJefus Chrift frona

the beginning of the wojld.';, ** .^

Let the faithfuU not bee difcouraged , although they bee appointed

as Sheepe to the Slaughter- houfe , for hee, for whofe fake they fuf-

fer, fliall not forget to revenge their caufe. I am not ignorant. That

flefli and blood will thinke that kindc of fupport too too late , for

wee had rather bee preferved ftill alive , then to have onr blood re-

venged after our death •, and truely if our felicitic ftood in this life,

or if death temporal! ftiould bring unto us any damage, our defire in

that behalfc were not to bee difallowed or condemned • But feeing

that death is common to all , and that this temporall life, is no-

thing but miferie, and that death doth fully joyne us with our God, and

giveth unto us the pofleflion of our Inheritance, why (hould we thinke ic

ftranqe to leave this world , and go to our Head and Sovcraign Captain

Jefus^Chrift •:

Laft-ly, wehavetoobfervethis manner of fpcaking, where the Pro-

ph
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pbet faith, tHat The earth jhnll dtfclofe her Hood : In which words the AnnO
Prophet would acciife the crueltie of thofe that dare fo unmercifully

"^^""'^

and violently forc;^ from the Breafts of the Earth,thc deareft Children of
^'•^^'^'^^^^^

God , and cruelly cut their Throats in her bofome, who is by God ap-
pointeci the coniraon mother ofmankinde, fo that fhe unwillingly is com-
pel led to open her mouth and receive their bipod.

If fuch Tyrannic were ufed againft any riaturall woman, as violent-

ly to pull h*- infant from her Breafts , cut the Throat of ic in her own "

bofoine, andcompell her to receive the blood of her deare Childe in

her bwne mouth, all Nations would hold the faft fo abominable,
-that the like had never been done in the courfe of nature-, no lelTc

wickednelfe commit they that fhed the Blood of Gods Children up-
on the face of their common mother the earth f as I faid 'before : )

But bee of good courage (O little and defpifed Flock of Chrift Je-
fus ) for hee'that feeth your griefe hath power to revenge it. He will

not fuffer one^tcare of yours to fall, but it fliall bee kept and referved

in his Bottell, till the fulnelTe thereof bee poured downe from Hea-
ven upon thofe that caufed you to weep and mourne • this your mer-
cifuU God"'(I Tay) will not fuffcr your blood for ever to be covered
with the earth,, nay , the flaming fires that have licked up the blood
of any of our Brethren, the earth that hath^beene defiled with it, I

fay, with the blood of Gods Children ^ for otherwife, to fhed the
blood of the cruell blood-fhedders, is to purge the land from blood,
and as it were to fan(5tific it 5 Thd earth (I fay) fhalt purge her felfeof
it , and fhew it before the face of God •, yea , the Beafts ; Fowls, and
other Creatures vvhatfoever, (hall be compelled to render that which
they have received , bee it Flefh , Blood or Bones that appertained

to thy Children, OLord, which altogether thou (halt glorifie, ac-

cording to thy promifc made to us in our Lordand^aviour^£ 5M 5
CUR 75 r thy welbeloved Sonne , to whom with thee and thc^Holy
Ghoft' belonour, praife , and glory for eve?lnd ever. K^mm

Let us fi'ov^^umble our fclves in the prcfence of our God,and froiTj-the

Hottomeofour\earts, let us defirc him to alfift us with the power of
MS Holy,<^i>^A that ^'^^^V^fS^^IISi^gM^ giveth us

»ver into the handV of other thenTucn as rulem nis fear, that'yet he letteth

is not forget his mercy , and that glorious Name , that hath beene pro-
caimedamoncftus; butthat wee may look thorow the dolorous ftorm
o-his prcfent difpleafure, and fee as well what punifhment hee hath ap-

pointed for the cruell Tyrants, as what reward hee hath laid in ftore for

futh as continue in his f(^r to the end-. That it would further pleafe hira

tbarift. That albeit we fee his Church fo dirainifhed, that it appear
to lee brought (as it were) to utter extermination, that wee may be
.n(fured,that iq our God there is great power and will,to increafc'^the num-
ber of hi^iCho^en , iSntiUthey bee enlftrgedto rheuttermoft parts of the

^.eartkv^: Glvieafli fO Lord) hearts td vifite thee in time of aftlicftion,

and albeit w'e (eff no end of our dolours, yet our faith and hope may con-
cfli<2L.y?.to tl)e allured hope of that joyfull refurrcdiion , in the which wee
ih'all pofTefftthe fruit ofthatfor which now we labour : In the mean time,
'

\
C c c c 2 grant
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A nno "^^^^ ""^^ "^ \ ^ ^^''^
•^ ^° repofc our felves in thej^.i.idiiary of th>iXinnu

promife, that in thee we may finde comfort, till that'tl^is tl\y great ini
'•^'"^''^

dij^nation ( begun amongft us) may pafTe over.5 and,'t^u thy feife ap-

pear to the comfort of thy afflicted, and to tfie'^terrbuv of thine and

our enemies. .

*

Let us pray with heart and mouth.

Almighty Cod and mercifuil Father, ^c. Lord into thj firnds Icommend tny

• fpirit , for the terrible roaring ofGunnes and the noife ofArTT^ ''ofo pierce my

hearty that my foidethirjlcth to depart. r

The laft day of J»gn(} 1 565. at four ofthe Clock in the Af-

ternoon , written indi.eeftly , but yet truly fo farre as niemo-
• mory would ferve , of thofc things that in pbbJlkg I fpakc on

Sunday, Juguji 15? .for the which 1 Was difa?sf;^^_.d to preach

for a time.

'ESnburgh wai

fljooti'gaojinft

thceiledf jr

ChuAJctus

tUtothy^loch^^ OLerd.j atidaitljy^ ^ pkafure'

mifery. \
'""

'
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